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Introduction to this issue   
Re-Launch Paper Back Monthly & Website 
 
Winter 2024 
Exciting News: The Re-Launch of Angling News and Match Fishing News                 
by Clive Branson 

Dear fellow Anglers and Matchmen                                                                                               
We are thrilled to announce the highly anticipated re-launch of Angling News and Match 
Fishing News by Clive Branson! After much anticipation and hard work, we are excited to 
bring you a renewed and improved platform that aims to enhance your angling experi-
ence and keep you updated with the latest in the world of match fishing. 

What's New?                                                                                                                  
Fresh Design and User-Friendly Interface:                                                                         
Our website and publication have undergone a facelift, featuring a modern design for 
easy navigation and a seamless user experience. www.angling-news.com 

Exclusive Content by Clive Branson: 
Clive Branson, former World Champion angler and a name synonymous with the angling 
community, is back to share his expertise, insights, and passion for fishing. Look forward 
to exclusive articles, tips, and stories penned by the man himself, and other top anglers in 
their field 
Comprehensive Match Fishing Coverage: 
Stay in the loop with comprehensive coverage of match fishing events, results, and strate-
gies. Whether you're a seasoned competitor or a casual observer, our coverage aims to 
keep you engaged and informed. 
Community Engagement: 
We believe in fostering a strong angling community. Our platform will feature forums, 
discussions, and opportunities for anglers to connect, share experiences, and learn from 
one another.                                                                                                                      
Join Us in the Celebration:                                                                                                 
To mark this momentous occasion, we invite you to explore the revamped Angling News 
and Match Fishing News. Join us in celebrating the passion for angling, the thrill of the 
competition, and the camaraderie that defines our community.                                     
Stay Connected:                                                                                                                      
Follow us on social media to stay updated on the latest articles, announcements, and 
community events. Your feedback is crucial to us, so feel free to share your thoughts and 
suggestions as we continue to evolve and grow. 

Thank you for being a part of the Angling News and Match Fishing News community. We 
can't wait to embark on this exciting journey with you!                                                      
Tight lines and happy fishing!        

                                                                                              

Clive Branson   

Angling News and Match Fishing News 
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My Monthly Blog  By Clive Branson 
 
Greetings and Welcome to my monthly blog. 
As you may know I produce a regular fishing Vlog on youtube.        
The name Vlog was derived from members of the youjtube platform 
whenever they filmed an event or a short video. Instead of it a blog they   
renamed it a Vlog 
 
The term "vlog" is a combination of the words "video" and "blog." 
Vlogging emerged as a natural evolution of traditional blogging, which primarily involved written 
content. The rise of digital technology, particularly the availability of affordable video recording 
devices and platforms for sharing videos online, paved the way for the development of vlogs. 
 
Being sponsored by an angling company, writing a blog became a good tool for advertising and 
promoting yourself and your sponsor, However, a couple of years it became a little time consum-
ing and sometimes I would forget what happened during the match. I thought of the idea to film 
myself and then write the blog afterwards. Then is dawned on my why not just record and load it 
up on the youtube platforms, warts and all, it would at least save me the time in writing.  
 
Creating a Vlog became easy using just a hand held phone camera, and placing it on a stand be-
hind when fishing. Over the years I have learnt a few things about filming, but the problem is 
sometimes I would forget about the positioning of the camera when I was concentrating on the 
fishing. And other times it would cost me time and a few fish when filming.  
As I was one of the first to introduce fishing vlogs, they became very popular soon after and now I 
have nearly 4,000 subscribers. 
 
My latest Vlog was the 4th round of the Wye Winter league at Hereford on the Belmont stretch. 
Renowned for its huge bags of fish at this time of the year. It is believed that the fish migrate to 
this deeper section of the Wye for winter.  
 
Having drawn the section below the footbridge (The old Railway l.ine bridge)  in the section 
known as the boat section and now the Rugby club section. Named after our headquarters  
I drew peg 58 which for some reason seems shallower than the other pegs below. I also know that 
this used to be a great draw for the dace and often would figure in the frame. However, the chub 
were now making a presence and with that in minds I opted to start on the bread flake this side of 
the middle. (See result sheet) 
 
Knowing that the opposite side of the river was more prolific due to it  being a little deeper the  
migration of fish gathered. This was evident 
in the final weigh in where all the big weights 
came. Using a 10 gram boly float I started to 
catch almost immediately this side of the 
middle. Catching 8-12oz for most of the 
match until they slowed down in the last 
hour. I was pleasantly surprised to weigh in 
77lb that was spread between my two keep-
nets. Winning the boat side of the river with 
the section win and coming 7th overall. You 
can view my Video Vlog on                                        
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9m-
BI0WyKaQ&t=3469s 
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Calendar Girls 

 

Any Nibbles 
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END OF A GREAT SPONSORSHIP—Bob Nudd 

Bob’s Statement 
 

For those of you who haven’t heard Browning will finish in Europe sometime in 
February 2024 and my long journey of 33 years with this wonderful company 
comes to an end on December 31st , they are not going broke it’s just a commer-
cial decision by the owners Rather Outdoors as Royalties have to be paid on eve-
ry Browning product.  
 
My thanks must go to Peter Delwes and Frerk Petersen who supported and sup-
plied me with the equipment which helped me win 4 Individual World Champi-
onships. Thanks also to the loyal Browning Anglers and teams that I’ve fished 
with all over Europe far too many for me to mention  individually but you will all 
remember the good times we had fishing together , I know you will also be very 
sad at this time , but as they say life goes on and we must look to the future. My 
Kindest regards and best wishes to you all.  
 
Bob Nudd  
 
(As a footnote Bob has been offered a new sponsorship deal with 3 co sponsors,   
Preston Innovations , Fox/Matrex and Sonubaits ) 
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Today was one of the best matches of the year  
The Christmas open on the Old Nene at March 90 pegs , you obviously can’t win off 
every peg but you still get a great all action day well done to my team mate Rob 
Hubbard for winning the match with from the culvert peg above Wigstons bridge 
with 55 lbs I drew peg 76 the river was running hard so I opted to fish a 2 gram DT 
Nevis at 6 mts with 4.5 mts of line on my Sphere Silverlite take apart whip with 
number 6 slip elastic 16 hook to .12 line overshotted the float with 2 number 9 ‘s to 
slow it down cupped in really rich with pinkies and casters caught well all through 
the match finishing with 318 fish for 24lbs 8 ozs only good enough for 3 rd in sec-
tion as I had to compete with the long turning bay pegs. Credit must go to Bob Fitz-
john for running a well organised perfect match  

Bob Nudd  Match Reports 
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Local Coach Dave Roberts 
Shows you the methods for 
Fishing the Mighty Wye 
In Flood conditions 
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Every year I see / hear of new items of tackle released  / rehashed into the market 
claiming to be game  changers ' .... whatever a ' game changer ' is  
For my angling in later years it's been Spombs ,  sharpened hooks , The Key and 
more recently the Bushwhacker . My description is that it's made a measurable  im-
pact to my fishing . I mainly use it in winter for accurate placement of minimal feed 
but  maximum attraction precisely where I want it to be . For crumbed Test Bait  , 
chopped worm , Wormcell ,  liquidised sweetcorn , mini pellet it's such an edge and 
one that I feel comfortable using for MY angling . Definitely one for your Christmas 
list if  you've not got one.  Happy with these images and had quite  a few more since 
 
More of Julian P Cundiff on www.facebook.com/juliancundiff 
 
 .. 

Julian P Cundiff 
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BBC Panorama exposes cheating on 
pollution reporting and a toothless   reg-
ulator that does nothing 
 
The BBC Panorama programme, The Water Pollution Cover-Up, highlights the com-
plete failure of both United Utilities and the Environment Agency to protect our rivers, 
lakes, and sea from pollution. 

This is not simply a case of poor management, incompetence, or lack of funding. What the 
programme exposes is what seems to be a deliberate attempt by United Utilities to cover up 
pollution incidents, and a regulator, the Environment Agency, complicit in that cover up. 

United Utilities supplies water and treats wastewater for customers in the northwest of Eng-
land. It is meant to be one of the best performing water companies when it comes to pollu-
tion. Yet, last year it spilled untreated sewage for 425,000 hours. – across all water compa-
nies, a total of 1.7 million hours of spills took place. 

So why is United Utilities meant to be so good? 

One reason is the way the Environment Agency assess compliance of sewage works. They 
only require the water companies to produce data on the treated water they discharge, and 
should there be no flow of treated water from the sewage works at the time of monitoring, 
that is recorded as a pass. United Utilities recorded 197 tests as being “no flow”. 

But should these be recorded as a pass? 

We don’t think so. We believe they should be recorded as “no result” and it shows that allow-
ing water companies to “mark their own homework” is a complete failure. 

Where pollution incidents do occur, Panorama showed the scale of those incidents, but their 
impact was downgraded by the water company and ignored by the Environment Agency. 
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In the past three years, the Environment Agency has only attended five per cent of the inci-
dents recorded nationally. Of the 931 incidents in the United Utilities region, they only attend-
ed six incidents; just 0.64%. It appears it is the water company who decided whether the En-
vironment Agency attended or not. 

Many of the incidents reported by the programmer appear to have been deliberately down-
graded to a category four level. This should mean there is no impact and the Environment 
Agency do not attend. But the evidence uncovered by Panorama showed many of these inci-
dents were categorized as being level three or two, showing there was an impact, before be-
ing subsequently downgraded to a category four. 

In response Stuart Singleton-White, Head of Campaigns, said: 

“Sadly, I’m not surprised. We have over 620 anglers regularly monitoring over 180 rivers 
through our Water Quality Monitoring Network and can see what is happening on our waters. 
We cannot trust what water companies and the Environment Agency tell us. This isn’t just a 
few mistakes caused by a lack of resources and overstretched staff. This is a systematic and 
arguably, deliberate system of falsifying reporting and cheating, with a regulator happy to go 
along with it. We know this because of the bravery of many passionate and dedicated staff 
who have blown the whistle on what is happening inside the agency. 

“Regulation of the water sector is completely broken. It is time to sweep away the current 
system, with the EA regulating the environment and OFWAT the economic aspects, and 
start again. We need a regulator that is truly independent, has strong leadership, and is pre-
pared to act. We must put an end to this madness.” 
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Email your Venue Profile to clive@angling-news.co.uk 
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Email your Venue Profile to clive@angling-news.co.uk 

Email your Venue Profile to clive@angling-news.co.uk 
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Email your Venue Profile to clive@angling-news.co.uk 
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A Tribute to Ron Cousins 
This feature was one of Ron Cousins last reports 

Ron was the South Wales angling correspondence for the 
Anglers Mail and South Wales Echo. Some of the content 

may be out of date Please check with local clubs 
Ron passed away in 2012 
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For many of us, going on a ‘social’ involves catching very little – instead the 
focus is on chilling out with friends. But, on a trip to an East Anglia gravel pit, 
James Champkin managed to not only catch up with a couple of old mates, 
but also take a scintillating haul of roach, landing fish of 3lb 10oz, 2lb 15oz, 
and 2lb 13oz. 
 

Little did he know that this 16lb zander, measuring 86cm, would smash his 
13cm shad just as the light was fading. He'd cast to a spot where he’d seen 
some fizzing, given the lure two ‘hops’, before it was smashed by a powerful 
fish.  
With his clutch set tight, 
Calogero was towed     
upstream, with the fish 
stripping line and his rod 
tip hooped over, touch-
ing the water, before   
finally landing the fish. 
 
Well done  
Calogero 
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In an time where bolt-rigs and boilies are one of the more common tactics to use 
whilst targeting big chub, it’s nice to see that traditional tactics can still outwit the 
largest of fish, as Hertfordshire angler Roy Jones proved with this 8lb chub. 
He was fishing the River Thames, and used a lump of breadflake as bait, which he 
allowed to bounce around the swim using a light link leger. For feed, he introduced 
mashed bread, which he introduced regularly to keep a trickle of feed going 
through the swim. 
After fishing a little while he had one tap on his quivertip before it slowly pulled 
round. Hitting into the fish, it didn’t put up much of a fight initially, but it suddenly 
woke up as it neared the bank. 
Thankfully, Roy’s size 8 hook and 5lb line held, and he landed the chub that 
smacked his scales straight round to 8lb. 
Well done Roy! 
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Brought to you by Top Cast Angling Junior and youth Angling  
Community UK Facebook group. Some favourite photos of 2023. 
My Samsung takes incredible pictures that are so clear, especially 
in Portrait mode. 
I think these photos capture, not only the memory, but the joy and 
happiness of these young anglers and there quarry.  
Absolutely fantastic 

Junior Page 
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APPLICATIONS OPEN FOR GURU TEAM 
ENGLAND U15 TALENT PATHWAY! 
 

Spaces are limited to 
just 40 anglers on the 
Talent Pathway this 
time and the success-
ful applicants will go 
through three intense, 
full-day sessions un-
der the watchful eye of 
some of the best      
anglers and coaches 
in the world. 

 

 

All three sessions will take place at the prolific Makins Fishery, with the final 
session being the all-important assessment day where the squad for Serbia will 
be selected. 

“Once again we’re running one pathway centrally located in the Midlands so 
everyone can be coached and assessed by the whole of the coaching staff,” 
revealed Guru England U15 coach and triple World Youth Champion Matt God-
frey. 

Matt will join with England U15 Manager Joe Roberts, Angling Trust coach 
Danny Williamson, plus England internationals Frankie Gianoncelli and James 
Dent on the bank for each session, with support from other top anglers. 

The coaching staff are looking for just six anglers who have that next-level atti-
tude and ability. 

More details from Angling Trust Website 
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“Success at World level isn’t just about being talented on the bank, it’s also about listening 
and learning, incredible attention to detail, practicing tactics which may be unfamiliar, and the 
commitment to the highest-level prep of your gear. 

“English anglers can sometime be accused of a softer approach to matches when compared 
to our continental counterparts and we want to be able to select those anglers who have the 
right attitude and mentality and are prepared to be bold and go for it,” added Matt. 

 Are you good enough to fish for Team England? The Angling Trust and Tackle Guru are on 
the lookout for the nation’s best young anglers to take part in the 2024 Talent Pathway – with 
places in the England U15 World Champs squad up for grabs. 

Applications are now open for talented boys and girls between 10 and 15 years of age keen 
to take their fishing to the next level and earn the right to wear the Three Lions at the World 
Youth Championships in Serbia next August. 

 

TALENT PATHWAY 2023 DATES 

The 2024 England U15 Talent Pathway has been brought forward in the calendar to give the 
coaching staff more time with those anglers selected to fish for England at the World Cham-
pionships in Serbia from August 4 to 12, 2024. The sessions will take place on: 

Saturday March 16, 2024 – Coaching session 1 – Makins Fishery 

Saturday March 30, 2024 – Coaching session 2 – Makins Fishery 

Saturday April 6, 2024 – Final assessment – Makins Fishery 

  

HOW TO APPLY 

The Talent Pathway is open to all anglers over 10 years old and under the age of 15 on De-
cember 31, 2023. More details on the requirements needed and an online application form 
can be found here: 

https://anglingtrust.net/our-competitions/team-england/england-talent-pathway/coarse-talent-
pathway/ 

Deadline for entries is Friday January 26, 2024. 

https://anglingtrust.net/our-competitions/team-england/england-talent-pathway/coarse-talent-pathway/
https://anglingtrust.net/our-competitions/team-england/england-talent-pathway/coarse-talent-pathway/
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 FREE JUNIOR PERMITS!  
 

On the back of our Christmas Match, the Christmas Raffle and Chris Weeder's 
coaching day raffle, we have just purchased 136 Junior St Helen's Angling Associa-
tion Permits, which are available for free to collect from St Helens Tackle and Bait. 

 
The first 136 Juniors will get a free permit, that will allow them to fish all St Helen's 

AA waters for free until the 31st December 2024! 
 

Simply pop down the shop, leave your details, and collect your  

FREE JUNIOR PERMIT!  
 

A massive thank you to all the anglers who took part in the match, and not forgetting 
everyone who bought a raffle ticket, and people who donated a prize towards the raf-

fle, we couldn't have done this without you.  
Also a massive thank you to Tackle Guru, Fish Matrix, Peg No1, Preston Innova-

tions and Sunnyside Bait on gifting prizes to the raffle.  
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Sad News that John Mayers the former   
Manager of the Winning Welsh Team of 1989 
has just passed away. John The best and 
most successful Welsh Team Manager  
John who hailed from Pontypool in South 
Wales moved to Hereford with his job at Sun 
Valley. He was an active angler in his day, but 
most of all he was a great organizer of fishing 
events. He became head of the Welsh Feder-
ation of Anglers back in 1980 and in the next 
year 1981 had the insight to take a Welsh 
team  into the C.I.P.S World Championships. 
On his first attempt he managed to steer the 
Welsh team into 3rd bronze position on the 
Warwickshire Avon at Ludington.  
It took another eight years for John to accom-
plish his best ever and the World Champion-
ship Gold medal position. During his short 9 
year reign as manager he helped to conjure 1 Bronze team medal 2 Bronze 
individual medal with Richy Bainton and Phill Davies. 1 Silver and 1 Gold 
medals with Clive Branson and the converted Team Gold in Bulgaria 1989. 
As well as keeping Wales in the top 10 standings with a 6th and a 4th. Our 
thoughts are with John and his family. R.I.P  

Celebrating the Team Gold  
Singing the Welsh Anthem  
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Tribute to Colin Golding 
 

 
A sad ending to 2023 with passing of Colin Golding aged 87 
on New Years Eve. 

Colin Golding Born 21
st
 November 1936 in 24 Queens Road, 

Kingswood Bristol, and still lived there until his passing. 
 
Colin did an Engineering Apprenticeship, becoming a 
Draughtsman specialising in detail Gear design. This occupa-
tion required mathematic dexterity and hand printing skills, 
which Colin has in abundance – Never made a mistake in cal-
culating the pools. Colin spent the majority of his working life at Rolls Royce Engines at 
Patchway, Bristol. Colin had a fall out with management about promotion and went on 
strike, as he reminded us on a good few occasions he is technically still on strike after 
some 40 years. 

We often use the word Angling Legend lightly. However, in 
Colin’s case this without doubt applies. Colin is a Legend in 
Match Angling not only in the South West but is also well 
respected throughout Anglings fraternity. 

Colin was coached and encouraged by his father George 
both fishing for the local club Adults AA. Father and son are 
renowned for there post match arguments over how badly 
each other  fished. Colin won his first senior open match at 
the tender age of 15 after previously winning the Adults AA 
Juvenile cup a few times. 

 In 1956 at the age of 19 having qualified for the Bristol and 
West All England Team Colin was elected team Captain. A 
big honour back then as it was hard enough to qualify for 
the team. The team finished 26th out of 94 teams taking 
place on the River Witham. It was during the 1964 National Championship representing 
the Bristol and West fished on the river Severn that Colin caught 500 Bleak for 14lb 6 ½ 
oz for 5th overall out of 1,284 competing anglers. Catching these small fish was a skill 
Colin had honed catching Dace on the  Bristol Avon.  

Colin was the most consistent angler in the South West for 17 years. Regularly winning 
and framing on a majority of venues, especially the Bristol Avon and River Huntspill. 
Colin Captained the Golden Carp AA South West Winter League Team which regularly 
won the league to take on national team winners in the finals held in Ireland. 

The pinnacle of Colin’s angling career came in 1973 when he was selected to represent 
his country in the World Championship to be fished on a Lake in Chalon-Sur-
Saone France on July 22nd. The final team of five to fish was picked the day before the 
match and unfortunately Colin ended up as Reserve. On his return Colin having been on 
“Strike” started work with an agency and low and behold he arrived in the next draw-
ing office to my design office. Just a few of Colin's achievements: England Cap France - 
Gladding Masters final – Woodbine Final Denmark – AT Winter League Finals Ireland.  

My Tribute:  

As a young angler I often fished matches on the Bristol Avon and Colin was always in the 
frame, I remember his hair was always full of chrysoidine dye A great angler and would 
pass on information when asked. No wonder he represented England in the World 
Championships R.I.P Colin a great ambassador for the West Country  
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Clive Roberts Memoirs  

Editorial By Clive Branson 
 
Most anglers when they first start fishing often befriend 
someone who share the same interest and  experiences 
and become good friends. Clive Roberts Is such a person. 
 
I first met Clive when we were both budding match       
anglers, fishing our local match scene on the local South 
Wales circuit, I remember Clive Roberts as a young lad 
who was very competitive during our junior years and   
often shared the junior prizes. We became such good 
friends that Clive and I when we were of age started to 
travel together regular on many fishing events. Both joining the local match club Cardiff 
Nomads.  
 
Clive was a natural angler who loved his sport and would put a lot of time and effort into 
his fishing. So much so that he would dominate many junior competitions and when of 
age in his teens and early 20s became one of the most successful anglers in the South 
Wales circuit.  Often we would travel around the South Wales and South West circuit   
together. Clive, not only a natural gifted angler but also very matriculate in keeping  
match fishing records, going back to an early age. 
 
When I wrote my autobiography a couple of years ago I would often ask Clive for some 
informational facts as I knew he kept them recorded, and without his help I would not 
have completed my book. When I approached Clive and asked  if he would consider   
writing his own autobiography and memories for this magazine, he did not hesitate, and I 
am  eternally grateful because I know he has over 60 plus years of goldmine information 
to pass on. 
I hope, just as myself, that you the reader will become engrossed in what he has to say 
over the next few chapters, maybe not just a history lesson but sound good advise for  
future references. 
 
In his own words; 
The early years: I started fishing when I was 11 years of age, and thanks to my cousin 
John Drew. He took me to a place called St-y-Nyll ponds, situated in the vale of Glamor-
gan., upon catching a couple of Perch I was hooked to fishing, and couldn’t wait until the 
next time. At the tender age of 11 I joined the Glamorgan Anglers Club who at the time 
had a good local match calendar, unlike today where most clubs are now commercialised 
and often discourage match fishing.  
 
My first match as a youngster in 1967 was a club open held at Barry Reservoir, also in 
the vale of Glamorgan. A reed surrounded pond full of Tench and Rudd. After picking my 
peg I found that I had a long walk, only to start fishing an hour late. Nevertheless I went 
on and won the junior section prize with 2 Tench and a small bag of Rudd, weighing in 
7lb 13oz and  my first ever money pickup of 2 shillings and 6 pence. In todays money that 
would be about £5  
 
In the early days of my match fishing career the focus was around East and West Dock of 
Cardiff, and also a place close to where I lived called Roath Park.. All these venues were 
predominantly roach venues. 
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In 1966 the River Severn Bridge crossing was built, this opened up travel from South 
Wales to the West country and venues such as the Bristol Avon and the Huntspill drain 
became not only affordable but also accessible to Welsh anglers. My first sortie to the 
West country was in 1969 and the venue was the Bristol Avon at a place called Limpley 
Stoke where I managed to catch 1lb of Gudgeon. During that year I fished my first match 
on the River Wye and remember catching lots of 1lb Roach, then a week later I blanked 
on the same venue. 
 
During this period I also fished my first ever match on the River Taff in Cardiff and man-
aged to catch a massive 33lb of roach setting a new river record, and best of all winning 
2 pounds 8 shillings, remembering that 20lb of roach was a great weight anywhere in the 
country at that time. After winning this competition I was noticed by the local newly 
formed match squad “Cardiff Nomads” who approached me and offered me a place in 
the team. At just 14 years old I was the youngest ever member.  
 
My first match for the Nomads was also in the same period on Cardiff East dock where I 
unfortunately blanked, however it was a learning curve for me and the tactics of ledgering 
was new to me. I knew then that I had to get a new type of rod called a quiver tip, this 
made seeing the bites much easier.  
 
In 1969 the River Taff had become a major open match 
venue, and often we would get match anglers from as 
far as field as Manchester and from Bristol coming to 
taste the great roach fishing that the river had to offer.   
A certain Kevin Ashurst was one, and after drawing my 
peg I decided to go and watch this legend of fishing. 
This was the first time I ever saw a tray full of casters , 
something we never used in those days only the ones in 
our sawdust mixed along with our maggots, and then we 
would normally discard them. This was a revelation by 
the mid-land match anglers and needless to say Kevin 
went on and won the match with 16lb of Roach, ever 
since those day I became a big fan and a fanatic with 
the caster bait, and even 60 years later I will always have casters in my bag. 
 
These early matches on our local river certainly taught us a lot, I remember an angler 
called Alan Troman who hailed from Kidderminster come to the river one day, and before 
he started the match, he would dig out a nest of wasps that were living in the banksides 
of the river, and duly fished with the grubs and upon doing so caught 4 huge chub that 
we never knew were living in the river at that time. Followed by another method foreign to 
us at the time, he pulled out a split cane pole and then went on to catch roach and win 
the match. 
Those were great days, uncomplicated straight forward catch as much as you can, wick-
er baskets, fibreglass rods, white and brown bread crumb groundbait, 2 banksticks and a 
keepnet dipped in linseed oil to help prevent them from rotting. No fishing for points in 
them days, while carbon rods and poles had yet to arrive. 
 
During the early sixties the Angling Times winter league was the biggest match angling 
event on the calendar, and the winners from each area of the country would meet up and 
fish a final match in Ireland on the Erne system. The Winter leagues was in full swing 
across the country and well attendant, thousands of anglers participating. In our local  
circuit the team to beat were Rumney  AA and they could field a very strong team of 12.  
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They reached the final of the Angling Times Winter league finals 1966 and won the 
event. 
 
Nomads at the time were still a new team and it took us another few years to emulate our 
rivals. However in 1968 my team 
Cardiff Nomads achieved the same 
and won the final event  on the 
flooded River Erne with just a total 
weight of 14lb. During this period 
the Irish Erne system was just be-
ing dominated by roach, up until 
then it was bream. 
 
 
 
Team : top left to right  
Gary Evans, Tony James, Richy Bainton, 
Ron More, Bus driver, Larry Powel, Me  
Clive Roberts, Fred Mcnally  
Bottom: Henry Brown, Roy Woodfield, 
Gerry Bailey, Richy Candy, Brian Gibbons 

 
 
 
July 1968 will go down as a turning point in Welsh Match fishing history, a match on the 
River Taff Produced a new open match record with 36lb of roach for fellow Nomad mem-
ber Richy Bainton. Unfortunately this was the last match held on this once great river as a 
cyanide pollution whipped out all living things by a  manufacturing company called Liners, 
at a place called Treforest which was 5 miles upstream of Cardiff. They emptied into the 
Taff system a pollutant that not only wiped out the river but all the adjoining venues that 
included East and West Dock, the Taff feeder stream where we enjoyed many matches. 
 
All we were left to fish was the Roath Park     Cardiff Lake and then the excursions to the 
Bristol Avon. As a keen match angler I would of-
ten catch a train from Cardiff Central to Temple 
Meads and than a taxi to the crane on the Avon 
at Keynsham. These matches were now I consid-
er the learning years. Fishing deep slow waters 
was all new to me, and something I had to learn. 
At this time my introduction to groundbait and 
maggot catapults. Were new to me, the only oth-
er place I knew of catapults being used was by a 
London match angler called Ray Mumford. Used 
mainly I believed on the River Thames. Until then 
most bait and groundbait was thrown into the 
swim by Hand   
 
 
 
Come back for the next episode of my Match 
Fishing Memories ……. 
 
 

A Younger Me 
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New Feature 
Secret Lives 

Of Fish 
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A Journey Back in Time:    
Angling Adventures of 1952 
 
Welcome to a treasured archive of Angling 
News magazine from the year 1952, a time 
when the art of angling was not just a pastime 
but a way of life for many enthusiasts. As we 
leaf through the pages of this vintage publica-
tion, we find ourselves immersed in an era 
where the pursuit of the perfect catch was more 
than just a weekend activity—it was a cultural 
phenomenon. 
 
In 1952, the world was undergoing significant 
changes, and amidst the post-war recovery,   
anglers sought solace and joy in the serene   
waters, casting their lines into rivers, lakes, and 
coastal shores. Angling News, with its distinctive 
sepia-toned pages and eloquent prose, served 
as the beacon guiding fishing aficionados 
through the latest techniques, gear innovations, 
and tales of noteworthy catches.                                  
(Soon to be Released full Book) 
  
Join us on this captivating journey each month as we explore the angling stories that 
graced the pages of Angling News in 1952. From the timeless charm of fishing narratives 
to the quaint advertisements showcasing state-of-the-art fishing gear of the time, each 
article and image encapsulates the spirit of an era where the thrill of the catch was inter-
twined with the spirit of adventure. 
 
So, buckle up your waders, grab your vintage tackle box, and let us cast our lines into the 
nostalgic waters of Angling News 1952—a time when every angler's dream was a tug on 
the line and the anticipation of a remarkable fish tale to share. 

  A Typical 1951 Advert 
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Canal & River Trust NEWS 
23 December at 10:00  ·  
 
 

We recently restocked 
the Ashby Canal with 
66lb of bream and 380lb 
of roach following a 
breach that led to the 
unfortunate loss of fish 
in 2020. Huge thanks to 
Leicestershire County 
Council for funding this 
restock and Fishers 
Pond Fishery for supply-
ing the fish 

27 Dec 2023 
 

We've recently launched what 
is likely to become one of our 
biggest fish rescues yet at 
Brent Reservoir, also known 
as the Welsh Harp Reservoir 
in north London.  
 
 
 
————————————- 
 
A new manager has been granted the license 
to manage Blythe Waters Fishery in Solihull 
following a competitive tender process. The 
fishery reopens on January 1 2024.  
The recently restocked Bridge, Willow, and 
Cherries pools at the fishery are perfect ven-
ues for club matches, open for bookings in 
2024 and 2025.  
  For more contact Trevor Bowcott on 
07486 522531. 
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Legends in my Lifetime  
New Series 
 
 

Clive Branson 
This is a continuation of my popular Talking to Legends from my      
Youtube channel. 
In this series which are extracts from my book Living with Legends. 
Available from Amazon Books.  I look back in my life of match Fishing 
and the legends of yesteryear with a glance at possible future legends 
in the great sport of Match-Fishing 

During my retirement now 73 years of age still remembering as if it 
yesterday I look back on my fishing career and recall very fond recol-
lections of all those anglers who have had a memorable influence in 
my fishing life. As a former World Champion Match Angler, I have often 
been asked “Who had the most influence in my match fishing career?” 
In a sentence I would often say “Too many to list” So writing this auto-
biography of my experiences with those that have made an influence 
in my fishing career has given me the vehicle to do so. 
I am sure most people reading this book “Legends in my Lifetime” 
would most likely have a list of their own! I am fortunate to have met 
some great people and some brilliant anglers along the way. Some en-
counters are brief, yet some still, remain friends, even today. Some 
Legends I mention perhaps I never met but would have dearly liked to. 
In my research, I have found a few of my fellow anglers would say they 
were influenced by their father or someone in their families, unfortu-
nately I came from a none fishing family and so everything I learnt 
came from being self-taught.  
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Nevertheless, I would look for inspiration from those who appeared to be the best 
in their time.  
From an early childhood to later in life I would try and befriend some of the best 
anglers I could find, some would become good friends. Seeking out guidance and 
favour from the best in any sport I would say can give you the edge and Match 
fishing was no exception. 
In recent times coaching has become a profession for some of the elite anglers 
and many would seek out their guidance and assistance. For me growing up and 
getting into match fishing, there were no coaching or teaching, we all learnt from 
each other. Those who shone above the rest made a name for themselves and 
angling publications would seek out their knowledge and put to print so the mass-
es of anglers could learn from these great anglers that become Legends in the 
sport. 
As a young angler I remember looking forward to the weekly Angling Times and 
Anglers Mail newspaper. (Unfortunately, the Anglers Mail ceased trading as I write 
this book The Angler's Mail released its final issue on October 27, 2020 after pub-
lishing for 56 years. 1964-2020) And later Monthly magazines such as Match An-

gler and Coarse Angler would appear on the marketplace. Being a forerunner 

in making some of the first Fishing videos is also something I was very proud of 

and these legends would come alive on the old VHS tapes and later DVD’s as they 

too became involved, allowing the masses to see first-hand their hero’s performing 
on the fishing venue. 

Aspiring anglers would follow their heroes in the weekly, monthly angling publica-
tions on a regular basis, and I was no exception with the Great Late Dick Walker 
being the first, writing in the Angling Times, more about Dick Walker shortly. 
Of course, these days with social media and the internet, information about new 
tactics and methods are quickly shared and therefore it seems less legends are 
borne. So, the main reason I am writing this book that all the legends of the past 
will be remembered for years to come. 

 

Continuing next issue.... 
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Keith Westgate  
(Former Angling Correspondent) 
 
I haven't been fishing since well before Christmas except for last Sunday when I fished 
for NDAA with Tony Gibbons and Brian Bygrave  in the team of three league at 
Reepham.  
 
I came comfortably last in my lake and section with 22lb 4oz not A bad weight in most 
circumstances but on this particular lake it's about 10lb adrift of the better weights, I 
fished ok but it's just not my thing really, little tiny carp , lots of bites and being extremely 
careful with how much bait you put in. Tiny amounts really, I think I used maybe quarter 
pint of maggot and a handful of micro pellets for that 20lb tells me one thing it must be 
so solid with fish that it's just ridiculous really. 
 
I much prefer a catch like the picture from 2013 Simple white maggot on the day did the 
trick, a slow start only 2 fish in the first hour but  the longer I fished the better it 
got...drawing fish from well down the peg on the famous River Wensum at Lyng back 
when the Wensum Championships was actually held on the river....give me the stick 
float over these commercial ponds any day … 
 
I think it must be a dying art, these days as it's almost impossible to get on the upper 
rivers with any regularity......that's why I love the river Yare so much because in summer 
it's full of Roach and it moves … More next issue 
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Will Raison  
Commercial Matchfishing Reports  
 
Each month we report on Will’s match fishing ex-
ploits 
 
First match of the year for me at gold valley and I drew peg 
12 on gold lake ,had a lovely day swapping between the 
method, bomb and pole for 7 carp and 4 f1s for 55 lb and 
the match win !!!!!. 
Great practice for the upcoming Rushmore league that 
starts Sunday,, 
let's hope I get near a few again !!!!! 

 
 
 

 
 
First match of the Rushmore league today , I've 
drawn a good peg ,51 on gold ,,    didn't have the 
best match if I'm honest,,lost a fish and missed 
two bite that pulled my rod in !!!. 
 
Ended up with 40 lb for second in the section, so 
not a bad start , even though I should have had 
nearer 50 lb ,,can get it right next match!!!! 

 

Open on syndicate lake today and I drew peg 
136,, can be good, but I had the feeling it was the 
wrong end . 
Caught a few f1s on the pole and one bream and 
4 big carp on the bomb ,, definitely fed to much 
as most of my fish came past my bait . 
As I feared the other end fished very well with 
110 lb winning, my 53 lb was top up my end so 
I'm happy with that!!!. 
 
Really enjoyed putting my new 10 ft arity power 
to good use , Rushmore league tomorrow, and 
with 53 people fishing,it's going to be a good 
match 
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May Potter (Fishing Coach) 
 
2023 has been a busy one fishing wise for me! Fishing plenty of festivals 
and open matches but the peak for me was getting picked for the ladies 
team in Serbia. 
Didn’t get to fish first day but the buzz of fishing abroad and excitement 
that 2nd day was immense. 
Had some cracking coaching days and 
days out doing feature for MAP and Dyna-
mite! 
Hopefully more of the same in 2024 



42 

 

Tom Scholey Match Reports 
 
A ‘mixed bag’ of matches to bring you up to 
speed on….  
First up, my maiden voyage to Moorlands 
Farm near Kidderminster, standing in for 
Jordan Holloway, while he is on his         
Canadian adventure. 
This is a venue that I have filmed at a    
couple of times, but never fished, so I was 
really looking forward to it. I had a cheeky 
practice on Friday on Meadow Pool, and it 
was wonderful sport. A skimmer a chuck 
short and long, and even some big perch 
down the edge.  
Come the day of the race and I drew       
peg 14 on Moors Pool, which looked spot 
on to be honest, towards the middle of the 
lake. I had a really nice days fishing rotating 
three groundbait lines, made all the better 
because my old mate Rory Jones was next 
door. 
I finished with 10-12-0 which was enough to 
win the lake, and finish 5th overall, winning 
me £100. Great payout on this league! I 
have made a little film of the trip as a bit of 
an experiment for a future project. I’ll post 
the link in the comments when its ready to go. 
 

Sunday was Hallcroft for the Teams Of Four. I was really happy with my draw - 21 
on Moat Outer, lots of small fish here at the moment.  
I had perhaps the polar opposite match of the day before. A nightmare where everything 
went wrong!  
I love the short pole roach fishing at Hallcroft, and there were some great samples in 
front of me in the second hour. But I just didn’t seem capable of catching them! Tangled 
rigs, swinging fish off… you name it, it went wrong! Then to top it off, my catapult elastic 
snapped… so I had to get off my box and get another one from my carryall. This killed 
the swim and I never had a bite for half an hour….. Anyway, managed 21lb for fourth in 
section. I needed 24lb for second, which I should have had with my eyes closed.  
Team wise, it was a similar story. Matt was best performer with a section second, James 
was fourth too, and Andy struggled from the wrong end of Moat Island (on the day). Lots 
of work to do here! 
 
Today I’ve been down to the Riddings on the Halkon 
Hunt Winter Classic Qualifier. I’ve drawn Riddings 
Lake, and with a cold breeze pushing at me it wasn't 
comfortable fishing. I fished maggots and groundbait, 
which was the right call tactics wise, I just needed 
one more little run of fish to qualify. I’ve finished with 
10-12-0, Steve Hemingray won the lake with 12lb. 
Well done mate! Messingham double header at the 
weekend. Can’t wait!  
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BREAKING NEWS 
Barnsley Blacks bolster squad with 

The powerhouses of team match fishing that are Drennan Barnsley Blacks have add-

ed one of the nation’s hottest prospects to their ranks. 
 
Elite performers including Lee Kerry, Matt Godfrey and Alan Scotthorne 
are regular performers for what are widely described as one of the great-
est teams ever, and but they’ve now turned to youth to bolster the squad. 
England under 25 international Josh Newman has been building a solid 
reputation with his impressive performances on natural waters and that 
consistency has been rewarded with the offer to join Barnsley. 
 
Speaking on his Facebook page, Lee Kerry said: “What a terrific signing 
for the team. Josh is an angler that I feel has a huge future ahead of 
him!” 
 
Josh is immediately available for selection and will hope to get picked on 
numerous occasions during what will once again be a busy year for 
Barnsley. 
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BEST CHUB THIS YEAR 
Reports of a huge Chub caught from the River Thames at Llondington  
weighing in at 8lb 13oz (See Picture) 
One of the largest specimen to have been caught from a river in 2023  
It was taken recently by Alan Stagg, a former Drennan Cup winner who’s 
no stranger to catching outsized chub Fishing a ledger and Krill boilie it 
took him 10 minutes to land this specimen  
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     You know someone who needs this 

Disgorging a Big Eel 

Winter levels a bit 
high this year 
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A young boy applied for a job at a department store. The store 
manager said: "We are looking for somebody with sales experi-
ence but we're having a holiday sale tomorrow and you can give 
it a try."  
 
At the end of the day the manager checked the day sales and 
was shocked, the boy had sold £79,083.25 worth of merchan-
dise. 
He asked the boy how he did it and his replied: "Well this guy 
was going fishing so I asked if he wanted some fish hooks. He 
said sure. That's £1.00. I asked if he had a nice fishing pole. He 

said no and got a graphite pole for £2000. I asked if he had a nice reel. He said no and 
I got him a reel for £335.00. I asked where he will be fishing and he said Llangoes 
Lake. I said the best places to fish are near the center, and when he said he didn't have 
a boat, I set him up with a 30 foot cruiser for £28K. I asked if he had a trailer. He didn't, 
so I got him a double axle trailer for £3K. Then I asked what he had to tow the boat. He 
only had a station wagon, so I told him that just wouldn't do, but we could get him a 
nice fully loaded Dodge Ram for £48K. He wanted it all". 
 
The store manager was astounded: "And to think it all began with that man asking for 
fish hooks." The boy said: "Oh no, it all began with him asking for some tampons for his 
girlfriend, and I said, "Well you won't be doing much this weekend so you might as well 
go fishing!"  

Two blondes were fishing on an opposite sides 

of the river and using the same tackle. How ever 
only one young blond was catching fish, and she 
was catching a lot. 
Finally the other blond couldn't stand it any long-
er and she asked "How do you get to the other 
side of the river?" 
The other blond thought about it for a while and 
finally answered "You are already there."  
 
 
 

SIX RULES FOR MEN TO FOLLOW TO A HAPPY LIFE: 

1. It's important to have a woman who can cook. 
2. It's important to have a woman who does all house work. 
3. It's important to have a woman who is very rich. 
4. It's important to have a woman who is very good in bed. 
5. It's the most important that these four women 
would let you go fishing any time you want. 
6. It's very important that these four women 
never meet.  
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Fishing Quiz: 
What is the term for the art of catching fish with a hook, line, and rod? 
a) Hunting 
b) Trapping 
c) Fishing 
d) Angling 
 
Which type of fishing lure is designed to mimic the movement of injured or distressed prey to attract fish? 
a) Jig 
b) Spinnerbait 
c) Crankbait 
d) Soft plastic worm 
 
In angling, what does the term "bag limit" refer to? 
a) The size of the fishing bag 
b) The number of fish one can catch in a day 
c) A type of fishing bait 
d) Fishing regulations for bags 
 
What is the purpose of a fishing reel? 
a) To measure the length of the fish 
b) To attract fish with sound 
c) To store and deploy fishing line 
d) To weigh the fish 
 
Which of the following is a traditional material used for making fishing lines? 
a) Nylon 
b) Rubber 
c) Cotton 
d) Leather 
 
What is the term for the practice of catch-and-release in fishing? 
a) Fish conservation 
b) Angler's remorse 
c) Ethical fishing 
d) Sportfishing 
 
In fly fishing, what is the purpose of the fly line? 
a) To attract flies 
b) To cast the fly 
c) To tie flies together 
d) To catch fish 
 
What is the world record for the heaviest largemouth bass caught as of 2022? 
a) 17.72 pounds 
b) 22.3 pounds 
c) 25.01 pounds 
d) 29.01 pounds 
 
What type of fishing involves using a baited hook trailed behind a moving boat? 
a) Trolling 
b) Drift fishing 
c) Ice fishing 
d) Still fishing 
 
Which famous river is renowned for its salmon fishing? 
a) Nile River 
b) Amazon River 
c) Thames River 
d) River Tweed 
 
Answers on Page 89 
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Ye Old Bait Photo Album  



49 



50 

XMAS MATCH REPORTS 

Sean Ashby (Former World 

Champion) Match Report 
Final 2 matches of 2023 to report on, 
both on the Ryecroft silvers lge.  
On the sat before Xmas I drew peg 4 on 
new canal. Quite fancied it despite the 
wind which made it difficult to fish at 
14m right over. Caught an ide, small 
tench, 2 skimmers and some roach and 
perch to finish 2nd on the lake with 9.13 
to Steve Hemingray who had 10..4 of 
skimmers next to me. 
Today I've been on 14 on carp lake,, 
great area but very poor last match. 
Fished mostly casters at 14m to win the 
lake and the match with 23lb odd. 
Caught well last hour on single  caster 
long under a 0.3 prototype silvers float 
over the most consistent commercial 
silvers mix. Power Green and Sweet 
fishmeal.  
Cam won the new canal with 11lb tops, 
sorry 19lb so some Guinness tokens for 
new years eve, have a great one! 

Ryecroft.  
Jan 6th 
Drew best lake peg 29, bit 
in the corner but fancied it 
anyway. Fished at 14m 
most of day on casters, 0.3 
float and single caster over 
the usual power green and 
sweet magic. Weighed 
15.12 to win rhe lake and 
4th overall. 
Cam came 2nd with 16lb 
with just 16.7 winning. 
It's tight at the top now 
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An Archive Article with 

Former World Chamion 

Dave Thomas  
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JOHN C ESSEX Memoirs  
   
An angler since the age of twelve John’s first 
love was match fishing. After an invitation by 
Ivan Marks, he joined the Leicester ‘Likely 
Lads’ team which won National Angling Cham-
pionship medals in 1971, 1973, 1974, 1975 
and 1977.  
 
John’s wins include the Great Ouse Champi-
onship, the Trent East Midland Regional 
Woodbine Final and the Fenland Champion-
ship, as well as finishing third individual in the 
1975 Nene Division 1 National. His best fish in 
that event was a carp of 6.41kg - a record fish 
at the time. 
 
 
A back problem forced him to retire from the 

match circuit, and in 1977 he concentrated on coaching the Leicester Junior side. With 
Roy Jeffery as team manager and ably supported by coaches Trevor Tomlin and the leg-
endary Ivan Marks, these young lads and lasses won the NFA National Junior Team 
Championship in 1974, 1977, 1980, 1983 and 1985. 
 
After ten years of chiropractic treatment John drifted back into fishing for carp and after 
two years caught his first twenty from Birstall lake, no more than two miles from his home. 
He later progressed to margin floater fishing, taking many twenties from his local club 
lake. 
 
John is an avid collector of angling books and old tackle, with an extensive  library of 
nearly 1000 books. He has written many articles on angling history for Angler’s Mail, 
the Angling Star, Classic Angling and Waterlog. 
 
John has been actively involved in angling administra-
tion since the 1970s (serving on several club commit-
tees) and he chaired the Leicestershire Angling Federa-
tion for thirty years, working on behalf of anglers and 
angling clubs in Leicestershire. 
 
 
John has kindly agreed to share his match history  
memoirs to our Monthly publication and website 
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The John C Essex Match Memories  

 

This might evoke a few memories for some of the anglers who fished the match circuits 
and competed in the nationals during the 70’s. Today, the 8th of September 2023, marks 
the 50th anniversary of the 58th National Angling Championship which took place on the 
River Witham in 1973 from Southrey to Langrick.  

Team favourites with bookie Jim Wooding on the day were Leicester AS at 3-1, Birming-
ham 4-1 then Leeds, Coleshill and Lincoln at 10-1. As it turned out Leicester finished sec-
ond on 709 points with Leeds third also on 709 points but Leicester had nearly 96 lbs to 
Leeds 57 lbs. So who won? Jim Wooding initially had Grimsby and District at 20-1 but 
they outshone the star teams of the day finishing on 717 points amassing a magnificent 
92-10 to take the honours on the day.  

Had it not been decided on points then Leicester AS, captained by Ivan Marks, would 
have had the best total team weight ( and won) in three successive Nationals. But the  
decision by the membership of the NFA to decide the National on total team points from 
1972 heralded a new approach to team fishing. Kevin Ashurst said ‘In terms of weight, it 
would have been an even greater match if more anglers had used the leger. And we all 
know why so many didn’t.’  I know that to my cost as the 
team plan for a minimum of 2lb proved to be a struggle on 
my peg.  

Some teams in my section fished the bomb all day and 
caught odd bream, not many but enough. When I had a go 
for them on the tip I never had a bite and all the time the 
‘catch 2lb’ team orders nagged away at my thoughts. Very 
negative fishing and my less than impressive performance 
probably cost our team a winner’s medal. I should have 
fished the bomb all day but daren’t risk it. But at Langrick 
on peg M4 Alan Wright shocked the angling world by win-
ning the first of his two National titles by putting together 
41-10-8 of bream on a stick float rather than a swingtip.  
He pipped Leicester’s Dave Downes to the title by just 4 ½ 
ounces.  

Dave fished also fished team orders to catch 2 lbs of small 
fish before going for bream which he eventually did on C64 
at Stixwould. He wasted the first hour of the match before 
switching to a quiver tip (yes even then) rather than a 
swingtip. Docker Nev Fisher, who took fifth place with 27-7
-3 for 14-1 Grimsby, led the way for Grimsby but their cap-
tain George Hallam, a 42 year old dock supervisor, won B 
section contributing 17-9-8 and a brilliant 79 points to the 
team total. Well done Grimsby who duly celebrated their 
victory. As the winning team Grimsby won Gold Sover-
eigns in presentation cases.  

 

For my book on the National I was very grateful to Nev 
Fisher and members of the Grimsby team for supplying 
photographs. Wonderful history! 
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Paul Parish’s name has been etched into angling’s history books after he landed one of 
the biggest-ever roach in British waters, weighing a sublime 4lb 2oz. 
The Buckinghamshire angler caught the fish from Brasenose 1 at Oxford’s Linear Fisher-
ies - one of the country’s most popular venues. Whilst It’s best known for carp, specimens 
of a range of species also take up residence in the 32 acre lake, as Paul well-knows.  
The 39-year-old arrived at the lake to find a few swims free that’d be in the teeth of Storm 
Debi, which was set to roll in the following day. He told us “I felt this area would give me 
the best chance of a big roach or two,” he explained. “I set my kit up and baited an area 
50 yards out lightly with a large feeder, filled with black groundbait, maggots, chopped 
worm, and casters. My aim was to create a small patch of feed on the lakebed, over 
which I could fish two rods tightly. 
The first night and the following morning were quiet, but when the wind picked up in the 
afternoon, the fish arrived. I landed a 3lb roach, plus a 3lb 3oz perch and a few large 
bream that muscled in on the action. Things went quiet again that night, but the next 
morning I rebaited in anticipation of another busy afternoon. After recasting his maggot 
feeders, fished heli-style with size 14 hooks baited with three red maggots, Paul received 
a slow drop-back bite at 11:30am and lifted into a heavy fish, giving the tell-tale sharp 
headshakes of a very big roach. 
The last moments of the battle were very nervous as I’d seen that it was indeed a roach, 
but nothing could prepare me for what lay in the net: a truly enormous roach. It’s the best 
fish I’ve ever caught and will likely ever catch. I’ve had my best year specimen fishing and 
have broken five PBs, but nothing comes close to this capture.” 
The fish caps what’s already been phenomenal season for big stillwater roach, with a 
handful of upper ‘threes’ reported towards the end of 2023 but Paul’s redfin takes things 
to a whole new level and is the joint-fourth largest ever reported. 
“The first fish I ever caught was a roach, so I’m thrilled to have caught one of the biggest 
ever reported. Landing it as a moment I’ll always remember.” 
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Mystery Anglers 
 

On the popular facebook Matchfishing page we often post a mystery angler. Most get the right an-
gler but some get it completely wrong. In this Magazine readers get the opportunity to find the 
right answer on page 90  Have a go and guess who they are 

1 2 

3 4 

5 

 

6 
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The following series are taken from Steve Ringer’s 
“The Ultimate Guide to Feeder Fishing” in collabo-
ration with the Angling Times. Steve has collated 
this easy to follow Feeder fishing series from all his 
articles and has condensed this fascinating insight 
to what is believed the Ultimate Guide to Feeder 
Fishing. Steve Ringer is renowned as the finest 
feeder angler in the World today.  Each month we 
shall be bringing you a new article along with the 
latest trends  
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New Series Feeder Fishing 
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Clive Branson titles  including back issues 

Available from Amazon 

www.tinyurl.com/clive-branson 
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IT COULD BE YOU!  
 
Will you be the angler to become the next  Bait-Tech FEEDER MASTER? The big 
ticket sale is TOMORROW so be sure to get your devices ready to make sure you 
get those precious tickets    
TICKETS ON SALE TOMORROW at 10.00am! 
Tickets for the Bait-Tech Feeder Masters 2024 will be on sale right here on our 
Facebook page. 
Just be ready to log on, where a link will appear and you can click through to de-
cide which of our 20 qualifiers suit you! 
Have a look below to see what you fancy! 
1: Sat 6th April - Decoy Lakes 
2: Sat 13th April - Barston Lake 
3: Sun 21st April - St Albans Lakes 
4: Sun 28th April - Ferry Meadows 
5: Sat 4th May - Decoy Lakes 
6: Sun 12th May - Southfield Reservoir 
7: Sat 18th May - Barston Lake 
8: Sun 19th May - JCB Lakes 
9: Sun 26th May - Ferry Meadows 
10: Sun 2nd June - Carr Mill Dam 
11: Sun 9th June - Upper Tamar 
12: Sun 16th June - Gloucester Canal 
13: Sun 30th June - River Yare 
14: Sun 7th July - Patshull Park 
15: Sun 14th July - River Trent 
16: Sun 21st July - Rudyard Lake 
17: Sun 28th July - Staunton Harold  
18: Sun 4th Aug - Upper Tamar 
19: Sun 11th Aug - Carr Mill Dam 
20: Sun 18th Aug - Southfield Reservoir 
The FINAL - Upper Tamar Lake on 28th/29th Sept 
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Secretaries / Match Organizers 
If you want your club or open matches tg be included within our pages .  
Please contact  clive@angling-news.co.uk 
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Riverfest 2024 
 

The UK’s biggest and best river fishing competition 
gets underway for the 12th time on Sunday, 16th June 
on the Warwickshire Avon at Evesham.  
There are 27 qualifying matches and, subject to ticket 
sales, this year’s final will see the winner walk away 
with a whopping £14,000 from a prize pot in excess of 
£50,000!  
RiverFest creator Dave Harrell has worked closely 
with the country’s best match organisers and has 
booked the most popular summer venues for the qual-
ifiers.  
“Since I started this competition in 2013, I have always 
tried to develop and improve it every season,” said 
Dave.  
 
“This year we have two brand new venues on the list with the Bristol Avon and the Dorset 
Stour as well as all the regular favourites. It’s going to be a great competition again, I’m 
sure!” 
 
The 84-peg final will take place on the River Trent at Stoke Bardolph and Burton Joyce 
over the weekend of 21st and 22nd September.  
Qualifying match tickets will go on sale on March 19th and April 2nd and the cost has 
been held at £35. Match day pools will be payable on the day of the qualifiers. 
 

SUN 16/6 - WARWICKSHIRE AVON, EVESHAM (60)  
WED 19/6 – RIVER TRENT, NEWARK (80)  
SAT 22/6 - RIVER CALDER, MIRFIELD (60)  
SUN 23/6 – RIVER NENE, OUNDLE (60) 
WED 26/6 - RIVER SEVERN, BEWDLEY (60) 
SAT 29/6 - RIVER TRENT, CAYTHORPE (60)  
SUN 30/6 - RIVER MEDWAY, BARMING (40)  
WED 3/7 – RIVER TRENT, CUTTLE BROOK, INGLEBY (60) 
SUN 7/7 – WARWICKSHIRE AVON, STRATFORD (60)  
SAT 13/7 - RIVER SEVERN, BRIDGNORTH (60) 
SUN 14/7 – RIVER SOAR, SUTTON (60)  
WED 17/7 – RIVER TRENT, COLLINGHAM (60) 
SAT 20/7 – RIVER TRENT, BURTON JOYCE (80)  
SUN 21/7 – DORSET STOUR, STURMINSTER NEWTON (60) 
WED 24/7 – RIVER TRENT, NEWARK (80) 
SAT 27/7 – RIVER DON, SPROTBOROUGH (60) 
SUN 28/7 - WARWICKSHIRE AVON, STRATFORD (60)  
SAT 3/8 - RIVER THAMES, CLANFIELD (60)   
SUN 11/8 – RIVER TRENT, COLLINGHAM (60)   
SAT 17/8 – RIVER TRENT, BURTON JOYCE (80)  
SUN 18/8 – RIVER TRENT, TRENT LOCK (60) 
WED 21/8 – TIDAL TRENT (80) 
FRI 23/8 – TIDAL TRENT (60) 
WED 28/8 – RIVER TRENT, BURTON-ON-TRENT (60) 
SAT 31/8 – RIVER THAMES, READING (60)  
SAT 7/9 – BRISTOL AVON, SWINFORD, CRANE (40) 
SUN 8/9 – RIVER THAMES, ABINGDON AREA (60) 
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Match Results Canal 
 
Dave’s of Middlewich Individual League, Round 1, Trent & Mersey Canal, Red Shale, Rookery & Mill Lane 
Sections, Elworth, Sandbach, Ches. Sun (79 fished). Dave Trafford (Matrix LTB) 10-2-12 (all roach on 
poled caster and bread); Tony Richardson (Hindley) 8-10-0 (all roach on poled caster and bread); Mark 
Grimshaw (Wigan MG) 6-0-9 (all roach; inc a 2lb specimen on poled caster and bread); Steve Fogel 
(Drennan NW) 5-12-0 (200 bits on the whip with bread); Peter Gradwell (Liverpool AS) 5-1-0; Lewis Breeze 
(Drennan NW) 5-0-13. 
 
GT Bathroom Series, Cannock Extension Canal, Boatyard Section, Pelsall, Walsall, W. Mids. Sat (16 
fished). Tony Kulik (Cashmores MG) 2-3-1; Chris Dean (Cashmores MG) 1-11-4; Gaz Mapp (Cashmores 
MG) 1-8-4. 
 
Goodyear AC, Staffordshire & Worcestershire Canal, Slade Heath Basin & Baits Sections, Coven, Staffs. 
Sun (15 fished). Kevin Perry (Goodyear AC) 2-9-12 (roach and gudgeon); Glenn Law (Goodyear AC) 2-9-0; 
Mark Wyton (Goodyear AC) 2-2-0; Fred ‘the Bread’ Cheetham (Goodyear AC) 2-0-5; Malcolm Bethell 
(Goodyear AC) 1-6-9; Keith Hulland (Goodyear AC) 1-3-12. 
 
HanKat Superteam AS Open, Stourbridge Canal, Tank Section, Brierley Hill, W. Mids. & Boats to Brettell 
Lane, Stourbridge, W. Mids. Sat (33 fished). Steve Broome (Maver Midlands) 13-11-0 (skimmers); Lee 
Woodhouse (HanKat Superteam AS) 10-10-2 ; Peter Lamb (Sportsman AA) 9-3-13; Dean Webb (Sensas 
Black Country) 8-9-2; Gary Owen (Canal Kings/Storey’s) 8-5-13; John Garbett (Team Eclipse) 6-7-7. 
HanKat Superteam AS Winter Pairs League, Round 1, Stourbridge Canal, Old Strike Waters, Brierley Hill, 
W. Mids. Sun. Dave Anderson (Sportsman AA) 1-7-11; Phil Simnett (Droitwich Spa) 1-3-7; Barry 
Broadhurst (HanKat Superteam AS) 0-5-8; S. Randall 0-4-14; Owen Westwood (Wolverhampton AA) 0-4-0; 
John Cartwright (HanKat Superteam AS) 0-2-11. Pairs: Barry Broadhurst (HanKat Superteam AS) & Karl 
Haywood (Sportsman AA) 6; Dave Anderson (Sportsman AA) & Pete Hatton (ZLT) 8. (only top two pairs 
supplied). 
 
Liverpool & District AA Open, Leeds & Liverpool Canal, Walk Over Section, Maghull, Merseyside. Wed. 
Gordon Griffiths 23-4-0; Joe Farrell 19-5-0; J. Easton 4-14-0. 
 
Milton Keynes Angling Association New Year’s Eve Golden Peg 2023 Match, Grand Union Canal, New Inn 
Section (New Bradwell), New Haversham, Milton Keynes, Bucks. Sun 31st Dec. Kevin Osborne 7-2-0; Er-
nie Sattler 4-8-0; Paul Hamilton 2-15-0; Paul Chapman 2-9-0;Colin Chart 1-9-0. 
 
Nene/Towcester AC, Grand Union Canal, Furnace Lane Section, Nether Heyford, Northants. Sun 31st Dec. 
Mick Goodridge 2-2-0; D. Pannel 2-0-0; Chris Howard 1-15-0. 
 
Port Sunlight AC Winter League, Round 5, Shropshire Union Canal, Great Boughton, Chester, Ches. Sun. 
Phil Loughran 0K 040g; Phil McKeown 0K 020g; James Prinold 0K 010g. (league placings to follow after 
final round). 
 
Sportsman AC Opens, Birmingham Main Line Canal (BCN), Netherton Tunnel End Section, Tividale, W. 
Mids. Wed (9 fished). Chris Furnival (HanKat Superteam AS) 12-5-0; Mal Galliers (Sportsman AA) 7-9-0; 
Dennis Dingle (Cradley Heath) 5-0-0; Mark ‘Jed’ Whiles (Sportsman AC) 4-6-0; Mick Hawkins (Sportsman 
AC) 4-4-0; Pete Fellows (Sportsman AC) 4-2-0. Sun (9 fished). Mal Galliers (Sportsman AA) 11-9-0; John 
Horton (Sportsman AC) 6-8-0; Mark ‘Jed’ Whiles (Sportsman AC) 6-1-0; Chris Furnival (HanKat Superteam 
AS) 5-1-0; Dennis Dingle (Cradley Heath) 4-7-0; Alan Price (Sportsman AC) 4-2-0. 
 
Stoke City DAA Open, Shropshire Union Canal, Gnosall, Staffs. Sat (19 fished). Richard Guest (Bag’em/
Maver Midlands) 4-12-12 (skimmers and roach); Dave Holbrook (Team Eclipse) 4-9-8 (skimmers and 
roach); Keith Holbrook (Rough Hay AC) 4-2-0 (skimmers and roach); Dave McCall (Cadence Superteam/
Bait-Tech) 3-12-12 (mixed bag of small silvers); Alan Round (Sensas Lifestyle MG) 3-10-0 (all hybrids late 
on); Keith Hulland (Sensas Lifestyle MG) 3-7-0 (four hybrids plus roach). 
 
Wigan DAA Opens, Leeds & Liverpool Canal, DW Stadium Section, Wigan, Gtr. Manchester. Wed. Sean 
Wharton (Hindley) 8-5-0; Steve Wilson (Sensas NW) 6-5-12; Carl Whalley (Sensas NW) 5-14-0; Roger 
Gardom (Colmic Dynamite Trentmen) 4-15-8. Sat., Leeds & Liverpool Canal, Burscough Town Centre Sec-
tion, Burscough, W. Lancs. Joe Seefus (Sensas NW) 12-11-4; Mick Topping (Sensas NW) 5-7-0; Roger 
Gardom (Colmic Dynamite Trentmen) 5-4-8; Sean Wharton (Hindley) 4-6-0. 
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Match Results  
Rivers 
 
Northwich AA Mini League 2024, Round 1, River Weaver, Dredger, Boats, Willowbeds & Newbridge Sec-
tions, Northwich, Ches. Sat. Simon Wilkinson (AGK) 18-7-0; Kevin Bell (AGK) 13-15-0; Alex Clegg (Wigan 
MG) 13-2-0. (all bream weights). Teams: AGK 5; BMR 10; Vale Royal Juniors 11; Wigan MG 16; Busby 
Babes 18; Weaver Burglars 20. 
 
Rotherham UAF Winter League, Round 3, River Don, Sprotbrough, Doncaster, S. Yorks. Sun. Dave Clark 
(Ferryboat Old’uns) 6-7-0; Shane Gallagher (Spotted Fin/Team Normanton) 6-6-0; Gav Morton (MPW 
Baits) 6-5-0; John Bromilow (Tackle Traders) 4-15-0. Teams: (Joint 1st) Ossett; Mill Tackle; (Joint 3rd); 
Tackle Traders; Ferryboat Old’uns. 
 

Stillwaters 
 
Blackfords Progressive Association Winter League, Round 4, Calf Heath Reservoir, nr. Gailey, Staffs. Sat 
(30 fished). Dennis Kneller (Penkridge) 16-14-0 (bream on Method feeder and wafter); Paul Bucknell (Little 
Dawley AC) 14-7-0 (bream on Method feeder and wafter); Alan Evans (Kidderminster) 12-14-0 (bream and 
skimmers on Method feeder and wafter); Gaz Oliver (Stoke-on-Trent) 11-5-0 (bream and skimmers on 
Method feeder and wafter). League: Gaz Oliver (Stoke-on-Trent) 4; Dennis Kneller (Penkridge) 5; Kevin 
Tipton (Fatty’s Bait & Tackle/Sensas) 6; Paul Bucknell (Little Dawley AC) 9 (44-5-0); Brian Ashley (Telford) 
9 (31-9-0); Shane Hodgkinson (JCB) 10 (37-13-0). 
 
Boddington Scivers/Full Timers/Rare Day Off Open, Boddington Reservoir, nr. Byfield, Northants. Tues. 
Pegs 2-12: J. Webb 132-12-0; Paul Caton 105-8-0; T. Winstone 96-12-0. Pegs 66-80: Marius Eduard Der-
melici 144-2-0; A. Snowy 122-10-0; N. Franklin 106-6-0. Pegs 82-92: Stu Palser 111-8-0; D. Sanders 62-12
-0; J. Eades 49-8-0. 
 
Kiveton Waters New Year Two Day Pairs Match, Sheffield, S. Yorks. Sat 30th Dec./Sun 31st Dec. Ryan 
Martin & Shane Hodkin 5 (245-12-0); Chris Graves & Dan Picksley (Sat.) & Mark Bexton (Sun.) 9 (149-7-0); 
Jope France & Rich Allen 10 (243-8-0). 
 
Stillwaters 
Blackfords Progressive Association Winter League, Round 4, Calf Heath Reservoir, nr. Gailey, Staffs. Sat 
(30 fished). Dennis Kneller (Penkridge) 16-14-0 (bream on Method feeder and wafter); Paul Bucknell (Little 
Dawley AC) 14-7-0 (bream on Method feeder and wafter); Alan Evans (Kidderminster) 12-14-0 (bream and 
skimmers on Method feeder and wafter); Gaz Oliver (Stoke-on-Trent) 11-5-0 (bream and skimmers on 
Method feeder and wafter). League: Gaz Oliver (Stoke-on-Trent) 4; Dennis Kneller (Penkridge) 5; Kevin 
Tipton (Fatty’s Bait & Tackle/Sensas) 6; Paul Bucknell (Little Dawley AC) 9 (44-5-0); Brian Ashley (Telford) 
9 (31-9-0); Shane Hodgkinson (JCB) 10 (37-13-0). 
 
Boddington Scivers/Full Timers/Rare Day Off Open, Boddington Reservoir, nr. Byfield, Northants. Tues. 
Pegs 2-12: J. Webb 132-12-0; Paul Caton 105-8-0; T. Winstone 96-12-0. Pegs 66-80: Marius Eduard Der-
melici 144-2-0; A. Snowy 122-10-0; N. Franklin 106-6-0. Pegs 82-92: Stu Palser 111-8-0; D. Sanders 62-12
-0; J. Eades 49-8-0. 
 
Kiveton Waters New Year Two Day Pairs Match, Sheffield, S. Yorks. Sat 30th Dec./Sun 31st Dec. Ryan 
Martin & Shane Hodkin 5 (245-12-0); Chris Graves & Dan Picksley (Sat.) & Mark Bexton (Sun.) 9 (149-7-0); 
Jope France & Rich Allen 10 (243-8-0). 
 
Stillwaters 
Castle AC Hangover Match, Canons, Northants. Sun 31st Dec. Steve Smith 8-6-0; Richard Wills 7-11-0; 
Andy Franklin 6-8-0. 
 
Patshull Park Fishery Open, The Great Lake, Pattingham, Staffs. Sun. Steve Preece (Walsall) 13-10-0 
(bream on the slider); Paul Bucknell (Little Dawley AC) 12-9-0 (bream). (only top two supplied). 
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Commercials 
 
Anglers Choice Middlesbrough Winter League, Match 7, The Oaks Lakes, Sessay, N. Yorks. Sat., Syca-
more Lake. Rob Thurwell 187-3-0; Chris Clark 95-5-0; Rob Wood 67-15-0. (no league placings supplied). 
 
Bitterwell Lake Silvers Match, Coalpit Heath, Bristol. Tues. Paul Elms 16-14-0; Tom Baker 9-4-0; Matt Chal-
lenger 7-14-0; Martin Rogers 7-12-0; Ricky Mills 6-15-0; Mat Taynton 6-14-0. 
 
Blundell Fishery, Rixton, Ches. Sat., Open, Trio & East Lakes. Andy Greaves (Elton Tackle) 126-12-0 (carp 
to 13lb on pole-fished bread and maggot across); Chris Davies (Warrington) 73-11-0 (carp to 6lb on pole-
fished corn and maggot across); Andy Ackers (Harry’s of Wigan) 66-1-0. 
 
Bradshaw Hall Fisheries, Bolton, Gtr. Manchester. Sat., Open, Lake 8 & Loop. John Jones 31-1-0; Gary 
Ainscough 27-9-0; Ian Bruce 26-5-0. 
 
Brookside Fisheries, Warrington, Ches. Sat., Open, Snake Lakes 1 & 2. Stuart Conroy 42-1-0; Charlie 
Blakely 33-5-0; Steve Barlow 28-8-0. 
 
Castle Ashby Open, Grendon, Northants. Tues., Grendon Lake. Trevor Dunkley 19-2-0; Pat Lloyd 16-2-0; 
John Pearce 14-1-0. 
 
Chris Hill’s Feeder and Silvers Only Winter League, Round 4, Barston Lakes, Solihull, W. Mids. Sun (32 
fished). Michael ‘Bud’ Buchwalder (MAP) 23-0-0 (skimmers on the feeder with red worm over groundbait); 
Paul Warren 20-0-0; Gareth Lambert 19-6-0; Matt Bretherton 19-4-0. 
 
Hawkesbury Hall Farm, Bedworth, Warks. Sun (14 fished). John Kidd (Hawkesbury) 16-3-0 (small carp plus 
bits on pole-fished caster and worm); Daver Armson (Hawkesbury) 12-4-0 (all roach to 8oz on poled caster 
and pinkie); Ian Shirley (Hawkesbury) 10-4-0 (perch and roach; both to 8oz on poled caster). 
 
Heronbrook Fisheries, Slindon, nr. Eccleshall, Staffs. Sat., Open, Rover (18 fished). Martyn Steele 50-3-0; 
Ben Myatt 47-10-0; John Myatt 43-3-0. 
 
High Heyes Farm Fishery (The Catteries) Open, Eccleston, Chorley, Lancs. Sat. John Dingley 32-8-0; Lee 
Clancy 26-0-0; J. Brooks 25-8-0. 
 
Izaak Walton Fishery Costcutter, Chebsey, Stafford, Staffs. Wed., Rover. B. Handley 121-8-0; C. Sander-
son 82-13-0; M. Steele 72-5-0; G. Taylor 63-6-0; D. Bracken 62-12-0. 
 
Lingmere Fishery Open, Moreton, The Wirral, Merseyside. Sat. R. Newton 57-8-0; A. Dewhurst 55-0-0; T. 
Crofts 43-12-0. 
 
Maver UK Winter League, Round 6, Packington Somers Fisheries, Meriden, W. Mids. Sun., Molands Mere, 
Big Geary’s, Little Geary’s & Siblings A & B Pools (61 fished). Steve Pearce 87-13-0 (F1s on poled pellet); 
Lee Richards 75-12-0 (carp and F1s on waggler with pellet); Rob Hodgson 57-3-0 (carp and F1s on bomb 
and bread); Jack Shirley 56-15-0 (carp and F1s on poled maggot); John Brown 54-5-0 (F1s on poled pel-
let); Paul Truman 54-1-0 (carp and F1s on poled pellet). 
 
Meadowlands Fishery New Year Two Day Event, Ryton-on-Dunsmore, Warks. Sun 31st Dec., New Year’s 
Eve Open, Lambsdown Lake & Warren Pool (33 fished). P. Jupp 137-14-0; Paul Caton 133-12-0; Adam 
Wakelin 106-14-0. Mon., New Year’s Day Open, Lambsdown Lake (20 fished). Richie Hull 154-10-0; Mick 
Bull 140-10-0; Grant Merrett 111-14-0. Overall combined result after the two matches: Richie Hull 224-8-0; 
Paul Caton 220-2-0; Mick Bull 212-4-0. 
 
Nisa Feeders Open, Makins Fishery, Bramcote, Nuneaton, Warks. Wed., Phase 1-Lake Two. Phil Hunt 88-
11-0 (carp on the bomb with a wafter [first Nisa Open win]); Allan Neale (Nuneaton) 47-8-0 (carp on bomb 
and bread, then bomb and wafter); Andy Findlay (Preston Innovations/Sonubaits) 47-7-0 (mainly carp plus 
a couple of decent bream on bomb and bread then Method feeder); Peter Stockwin (Northampton) 22-10-0 
(three carp and one bream on Method feeder); John Adamson (Nisa Feeders) 22-3-0 (four carp on the 
Method feeder); Gaz Kitch (Wykin Fishing Club) 20-0-0. 
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Packington Somers Fisheries, Meriden, W. Mids. Wed., Solihull Angling Centre Open, Rover (18 fished). 
John Burchell 90-7-0 (carp and skimmers on poled pellet); Jake Newton 87-0-0 (carp and F1s on pole-
fished bread and maggot); Dave Childs 84-6-0 (carp and F1s on poled pellet); Mark Sumners 74-15-0 (carp 
and F1s on poled pellet). Sat., Solihull Angling Centre Silvers Open, Big Geary’s Pool. Dave Elliott 20-10-0; 
Ian Keywood 13-11-0; Lee Cosgrove 12-3-0; Mark Jaques 8-10-0. 
 
Partridge Lakes Fishery, Warrington, Ches. Sat., Open, Covey Lakes 1-4 & 5 (38 fished). Harry Campbell 
56-11-0; Shaun Linton 45-0-0; Phil Walsh 44-4-0; Frank Cooke 43-7-0. 
 
Preston Innovations Boldings Pools, Bridgnorth, Shrops. Sun 31st Dec., Sycamore Pool. Gareth Unwin (Big 
C) 42-15-0; Gaz Willey (Walsall) 33-3-0; Gary Morris (Preston Innovations Boldings) 24-2-0; Ian Stangroom 
(Bibby’s/Stone & District AC) 23-14-0. Tues., Over 60’s Open, Sycamore Pool. Clive Wright (Preston Inno-
vations Boldings) 63-11-0; Gary Gollins (Swan Elite) 55-4-0; Dave Mortlock (Preston Innovations Boldings) 
54-11-0; Colin Reynolds (Preston Innovations Boldings) 49-2-0; Bill Hill (Preston Innovations Boldings) 47-6
-0. Wed., Open, Willows & Chestnut Pools. Gaz Willey (Walsall) 85-2-0; Steve Lovell (Maver Midlands) 83-
1-0; Dave ‘Tank’ Palmer (Preston Innovations Boldings) 73-10-0; Ian Stangroom (Bibby’s/Stone & District 
AC) 59-8-0. Thurs., Over 60’s Open, Sycamore Pool. Clive Wright (Preston Innovations Boldings) 57-3-0; 
Steve Owen (Monkhall) 49-9-0; Clive Wynn (Tri-Cast Weston Pools) 47-5-0. Sun., Open, Oak & Willows 
Pools. Colin Wozek (OAC) 87-1-0; Gaz Willey (Walsall) 72-13-0; Dave Bowater (Preston Innovations 
Boldings) 38-7-0; Bill Rathbone (St. Francis) 37-11-0; Dave ‘Tank’ Palmer (Preston Innovations Boldings) 
37-4-0. 
 
Sherwood Forest Fishery, Edwinstowe, Notts. Sat., Open, Holmedale Lake. Ian Taylor 53-14-0; Nigel Ship-
man 38-4-0; Darren Bayliss 34-6-0. Sat., Silvers Open, Sherwood Lake. John Urruty 22-12-0 (roach, skim-
mers and perch on the waggler); Daniel Skinner 7-4-0; Steve Smith 6-7-0. 
 
Splinters AC, Peatling Pools, Peatling Parva, Lutterworth, Leics. Sun 31st Dec. Steve Johnson 112-3-0; 
Dave Griffiths 85-11-0; Tom Griffiths 60-3-0. 
 
Stoppo’s Fishery Silvers Open, Coton-in-the-Elms, Derbys. Wed (9 fished). John Harper 25-7-0 (quality 
roach on poled caster at 6 metres); Leon Murphy 23-5-0 (quality roach at 6 metres); Dean Cherrington 20-5
-0 (quality roach at 7 metres); Carl Yeomans 19-6-0; Steve Tivey 18-0-0. 
 
The Mick Hewlett Memorial Match, Castle Ashby, Grendon, Northants. Mon., Grendon, Brickyard & Scot-
land Pools (60 fished). Wayne Robinson 33-14-0 (carp); Chris Pridmore 22-0-0; Stan Atter 20-4-0; Mason 
Perkins 17-11-0; Matt Ellson 15-15-0; Mick Wheeler 15-6-0. 
 
The Oaks Lakes, Sessay, N. Yorks. Sat., Open, Cedar Lake. Barry Paton 33-0-; Craig Grant 24-6-0; Bob 
Sinclair 23-1-0. 
 
The Oaks Lakes Silver Fish Open, Sessay, N. Yorks. Sat., Willows, Oaks & Alders Lakes. Ryan Bennett 26
-8-0; Rob Swan 22-13-0; Rob Harbour 20-4-0. 
 
The Old Hough Coarse Fishery Golden Pot Qualifier, Middlewich, Ches. Sat., Boulders, Prospect & Lower 
Benbo Pools. Simon Symcox 51-7-0; Danny Tomkinson 38-4-0; Jez Goldthorpe 36-2-0; Dave Pimlott 33-5-
0. Qualifiers: Simon Symcox; Danny Tomkinson. 
 
Todbor Manor, Sturminster Newton, Dorset. Sat., Open, Homeground Lake. Steve McDonald 110-14-0; 
Phil Hardwick 106-0-0. (only top two supplied). King of the Manor Qualifier: Steve McDonald. 
 
Viaduct Fishery, Somerton, Somerset. Sat., Open, Campbell Lake (21 fished). Mark Wynn 130-0-0; Andy 
Weston 76-10-0; Matt Skyme 62-8-0. Silvers: John Fuidge 18-6-0; Toby Burrell 16-10-0; Adrian Dew 12-8-
0. 
 
Weston Pools, Oswestry, Shrops. Sat., Open, Weir Pool. Kristian Jones 102-8-0; Richie O’Connor 63-14-0; 
Alan Falzon 19-12-0. Sat., Open, Belvedere Pool. James Howarth 57-6-0; Dave Durbin 34-12-0; Ellick Pe-
ters 29-10-0. Sat., Open, Canal Pool. Nathan Spain 33-15-0; Steve Parry 33-8-0; Martin Wedley 26-16-0. 
 
Willow Lakes Winter League, Round 4, Foston, Grantham, Lincs. Sat., Ash, Alder & Hawthorn Lakes. Steve 
Pretty 84-8-0; Tim Booker 55-7-0; Rich Ablitt 41-3-0; Mark Wyatt 30-8-0; Andy Findlay 30-1-0; Dave Booker 
22-3-0; Dan Lacey 21-0-0; (Joint 8th) Andy Birkin 16-9-0; Alan Cullington 16-9-0; Mitch Riley 15-4-0. Lake 
winners: Ash Lake – S. Pretty; Alder Lake – T. Booker; Hawthorn Lake – M. Wyatt. 
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Mystery Anglers  Answers  
 
1 (Bidford Angler) Harry Golder 2, (Hereford Angler) Dave Feeney 3. (Fenland Angler) John Taylor 
4. (Lancashire) Dave Trafford   5. (Gwent)  Andrew Mumford   6. (Midlands) Mark Downes 
 
 

Fishing Quiz: 
What is the term for the art of catching fish with a hook, line, and rod? 
c) Fishing 
 
Which type of fishing lure is designed to mimic the movement of injured or distressed prey to attract fish? 
b) Spinnerbait 
 
In angling, what does the term "bag limit" refer to? 
a) The size of the fishing bag 
 
What is the purpose of a fishing reel? 
c) To store and deploy fishing line 
 
Which of the following is a traditional material used for making fishing lines? 
a) Nylon 
 
What is the term for the practice of catch-and-release in fishing? 
a) Fish conservation 
 
In fly fishing, what is the purpose of the fly line? 
b) To cast the fly 
 
What is the world record for the heaviest largemouth bass caught as of 2022? 
d) 29.01 pounds 
 
What type of fishing involves using a baited hook trailed behind a moving boat? 
a) Trolling 
 
Which famous river is renowned for its salmon fishing? 
d) River Tweed 
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