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Dear fellow Anglers and Matchmen                                                                                                     

I am thrilled to announce the March 2024 edition of the re-launch of Angling News and Match 

Fishing News by myself: Clive Branson!  

What's New?                                                                                                                   

Fresh Design and User-Friendly Interface:                                                                          

Our Facebook page, website and paperback publication have undergone a facelift, featuring more 

news, article, and blast from the past including a modern design for easy navigation and a seam-

less user experience. www.angling-news.com 

Exclusive Content by Clive Branson: 

Clive Branson, former World Champion angler and a name synonymous with the angling commu-

nity, is back to share his expertise, insights, and passion for fishing. Look forward to exclusive arti-

cles, tips, and stories penned by the man himself, and other top anglers in their field 

Comprehensive Match Fishing Coverage: 

Stay in the loop with comprehensive coverage of match fishing events, results, and strategies. 

Whether you're a seasoned competitor or a casual observer, our coverage aims to keep you en-

gaged and informed. 

Community Engagement: 

We believe in fostering a strong angling community. Our platform will feature forums, discus-

sions, and opportunities for anglers to connect, share experiences, and learn from one another.                              

Join Us in the Celebration:                                                                                                  

To mark this momentous occasion, we invite you to explore the revamped Angling News and 

Match Fishing News. Join us in celebrating the passion for angling, the thrill of the competition, 

and the camaraderie that defines our community.                                      

Stay Connected:                                                                                                                       

Follow us on social media to stay updated on the latest articles, announcements, and community 

events. Your feedback is crucial to us, so feel free to share your thoughts and suggestions as we 

continue to evolve and grow. 

Thank you for being a part of the Angling News and Match Fishing News community. We can't 

wait to embark on this exciting journey with you!                                                       

Tight lines and happy fishing!                                                                                              

 Clive Branson    

Angling News and Match Fishing News 
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Greetings and Welcome to my monthly blog. 

As you may know I produce a regular fishing Vlog on youtube.        

 The name Vlog was derived from members of the youjtube platform whenever they filmed an event or a 

short video. Instead of it a blog they   renamed it a Vlog. With nearly 4,000 members and even more view-

ers this platform is another vehicle to bring anglers the latest news and updates including my own match 

fishing results. 

On this months vlog s 

Two videos to talk about this month, once again fishing the 

mighty river Wye at Belmont Hereford. The River Wye Spring 

Festival over two days. This is a new event that is run over a two 

day period in February. Dave Roberts the Hereford match organ-

izer put this event together only a couple of years ago and in his 

wisdom has kept the match to a minimum of 54 anglers. All 

pegged around the prolific Belmont section, thus short walks 

and a chance of a good days fishing. However this time of year 

the weather comes int play and with heavy downpours of rain 

the river rose overnight on the first match. Drawing a good peg 

number 89 opposite the boathouse on the Azda bank I was more 

than happy. This peg is normally a good dace and roach peg but with the river up a couple of feet and 

above the  platform, I had to fish midway down the wooden steps. Setting my stall for bleak I started on 

them. Finding the bleak small close in I decided to fish at 4 meters. Fishing long does slow up the catch 

rate but compensates with larger bleak on the hook. Anyway after the 5 hour match I ended up with 34lb 

8oz and a 2nd in the section. Only beaten my top angler Steve Maher who weighed in 42lb. 

Normally you would need two section wins to have a chance of making the frame as they pay out the top 

six. The winner is decided by overall 6 point penalty section wins. With a second I knew my chances were 

slim but I needed to win my section the 2nd day. To have an outside chance af a minor placings. 

See Vlog https://youtu.be/p-mFEzKjysk 

The second day  and with the river still up I drew peg 53 which is just above the old railway bridge on the 

rugby field side. I did not fancy this peg because as the flow runs off quick against the bridge stanchions it 

is not a good holding spot, except for the odd barbel. So I set up a cou-

ple of feeder rods as well as my bleak whips. As the match started I was 

pleasantly surprised to see some bleak in the turbulent slack. So I con-

tinued from the day before and went all out for bleak. Thinking if I could 

win my section I Mmay have a chance of framing. However I had a bleak 

magician above me in Paul Johnson who won his section the day before, 

so I had my work cut out. Nevertheless, I continued and ended up with 

24lb 14oz in the end, and did manage to beat Paul next peg, however 

just above him was also a great bleak angler Trevor Chalk who managed 

to beat me into 2nd place again. It was a great festival and I did pick up 

two brown envelopes to help me along the way. 

See my Vlog https://youtu.be/UYOmVNGtTkE 
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March Calendar Girl with a massive Carp 
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Environment watchdog boss tells farmers 

to 'do better' on river pollution 

 

 

 

 

 
Environment Agency chair Alan Lovell acknowledged the numerous "financial pressures" on farmers, 

including difficulty accessing government cash. He also called water companies "appalling" for their 

sewage discharges 

The head of the environment watchdog has ordered farmers to clean up their act on river pollution, 

telling them it is time to "take their medicine". 

Alan Lovell, chair of the Environment Agency for England, told the National Farmers Union (NFU) on 

Tuesday that pollution from agriculture and rural land is "roughly equal [to] that coming from the 

water industry". 

It comes amid widespread public outcry over the state of the nation's waterways, with water compa-

nies and farms leaking sewage, fertilisers and manure into rivers, lakes and coastlines. 

Campaigners say the River Wye is in a "death spiral" due to the chicken faeces coming from intensive 

farms along its banks, feeding bright green algal blooms that choke other river life. 

The farms help feed Britain's growing appetite for eggs, which rose by 12% in one year in 2022, ac-

cording to environment department 

Speaking at the annual NFU conference in Birmingham, Mr Lovell said: "Let's clear out these pollu-

tion incidents and do it better." 

He presented "uncomfortable" photos of dirty waterways next to farms, along with Defra figures 

showing that farms account for 40% of river pollution, compared with 36% from water companies. 

The numbers are "not good", said Mr Lovell, who was also criticised during a Q&A session with farm-

ers who accused him of failing them over flooding ruining their land 
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"This is a two-way street," he said. "I'll take my medicine on flooding, and other aspects. But please will 

you take yours?" 

The watchdog chair said he "understands the challenges" for farmers, including lack of awareness and 

"financial pressures". 

Farmers are battling a squeeze on prices from supermarkets, vastly higher gas and fertiliser prices, infla-

tion and rain and flood damage. 

These have led to a contraction in the sector, the NFU says, with 7,000 fewer agricultural businesses in 

the UK in 2022 than in 2019. 

Meanwhile, water companies have handed out multi-million pound dividends, although they are about 

to increase investment. 

Mr Lovell said the historical underinvestment by water companies was "appalling, and they know it". 

 

Latest News 

The River Wye, dotted with inten-

sive poultry farms, is suffering in 

particular and campaigners have 

taken the Environment Agency to 

court in a bid to enforce stricter 

rules on farms. 

In response:  

Farming has been badly hit by flooding in the UK and many farmers are calling on the government to 

invest more in river defences to protect food production.  
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Roy was a big name in the angling trade and 

leaves behind a great legacy - not least the 

beautiful Glebe Fishery which he made his 

home in his later years.  

Rest in peace Roy. Our thoughts are with his 

son Nick, and the rest of his family 

 

 

 

 

 

Fifty years ago 15th/16th July 1967 the fa-

mous Leicester Likely Lads gained their nick-

name when Roy Marlow won the Saturday 

CIU National on the Relief Channel and on 

the Sunday Dave  Rossi won the Joshua Tet-

ley Gala on the Welland. An Angling Times 

journalist coined the phrase, 'Leicester, the 

Likely Lads' and the rest is history 

Roy Marlow Passed away 

Top Right 

Roy Marlow One of the original Likely Lads 
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Des Ship Reports 

First day of the on the flyer tv two day silver fish at meadow-

lands. For me this is my practice for the final that’s this Sunday 

coming. Drew out peg 27 on the big lake, lansdown. Found out 

some info and was told really I needed to be to my right a little 

to get on the proper skimmers, had a lovely days fishing but 

couldn’t really catch long properly but to my right the fishing 

was mega, definitely learnt some things today that hopefully will 

help tomorrow and Sunday in the final. Finished with 34 lb that 

was only 6 th in the 11 peg section so no good in the big picture 

of things and would of loved to been slightly to my right. Well 

done to the framing weights and section Winners  hopping to 

11 February 

Guested on the  Loden lake winter league today. This is a 

beautiful  lake just down the road from Todber manor fish-

ery, it’s been really hard in areas in the league and was 

hopping for a nice peg. Peg 32 stuck to my hand that I was 

pretty happy with as it’s one of the pegs that can hold some 

of the few carp that are on here. First port of call was try 

and catch one. Started on a 20 gram ICS cube with 3 discs 

of 8 mm bread and 20 minutes later a had a 10 lb common 

in the net. That was the start I wanted for sure and tried for 

another one for around 40 minutes but nothing and I was 

itching to have look on the pole, looking around it was fish-

ing rock hard in my area so wasn’t expecting much on the 

pole to be honest and after dropping in on my ground bait 

lines for just Mincey roach  it was looking like I was going to 

be looking for a second carp but luckily I decided to put a 

chop worm line in at the start, dropped on this and caught 

a 2 lb skimmer, this was my turning point as I fed the other 

lines straight away with worm as well, caught odd decnty 

skimmer over the two lines until the end. Finished with 20 

lb of skimmers and the carp for 29 lb that thankfully won 

the day   . lovely fishing when your on a few fish here, well 

done to Simon Hebditch coming second with 20 lb, Damion 

Townsend coming third and everyone else that took part. 

Ground bait today was f1 dark, pro thatchers green and 

some so natural deep water, used 5 slip and a 4+14 f1 mag-

got tied to 011. Hope you all had a nice weekend. Lovely to 

meet a couple of guys that have just got into match fishing 

as well 
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10 February 

Penultimate round of the teams of 4 at the lovely Tunnel Barn Farm. With the rain going In like it has, I was 

surprised to see the water level the highest I have ever seen it there, so I was unsure quite what affect it was 

going to have on the fishing for everyone, however it proved to not make a difference at all! Team draw put 

Andy on 29 top, Callum 10 house, Aide 28 new & myself on 27 extension, happy enough with the draw but 

could have done with a couple of fliers in there My peg has been a bit up & down all league so wasn’t sure how 

it was going to go. With the lake slightly coloured up I decided to start on pellets at 11m. surprisingly enough 

this happened to work as pellets haven’t worked for me at all, up until now. Had a great start catching some 

decent F1’s & stockies, but I did notice that a few were fishing down the edge and catching, I had a go  myself 

but only had silver fish, had to go across at 16 mtr where I caught a few f1 on maggots before trying my short 

line and this was brilliant for about 40 minutes until I died and never come back even late, I did manage to 

catch in the edge in the last hour over some super crush green but it wasn’t solid, finished with 75lb that was 

only 6 th in my 15 peg section as the lake fished brilliantly like the rest of the complex. Team has done great 

coming second on the day and with just one round to go we are 26 points in front. Well done to all the winning 

teams and individuals today and can’t wait for next weeks last round 
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Clubs to Join for 2024 
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50 of the top Angling Clubs  

Best Value In the UK. 
(Some information may have changed, after going to print.                

It is a good idea to enquire beforehand)  
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STAR VENUE GUIDE ****  

Please check any information including          

Telephone emails etc before going  
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Last 2 days I've been at the On the Flyer 2 day silvers 

match at Meadowlands. Drew a 44 on the pump bank 

first day next to 5X. 

Started short on casters to catch roach and then later 

small skimmers. Switched to pellets at 14m after 

around 2hrs and caught well in spells but no bigger 

fish.Finished with 38lb which was 2nd by2lb to Lee 

Wright. 

Needed a good peg second say and drew a disaster in 

27 on Lambs, Des had struggled to 6th in section day 

before, the wind was also a lot stronger. Decided to go all out for a section win so only set up to fish pel-

lets long wirh a feeder as s back up. After 30 mins it was impossible to hold the pole so fished feeder for 

the rest of the match. Caught in spells and was probably 1st or 2nd with 90mins to go. I was hoping for a 

big finish but the peg petered out. I weighed 22lb with only 25lb 2nd.. ended up 4th and missed out fram-

ing on weight. ,Another great festival by Gary Rogers and massive well done to Lee Kerry and all the other 

framers. Roll on Sunday for the 10k final. 

 

Sean Ashby              
Match Reports  

Great couple of days fishing this weekend. First 

up a small knock up at Ryecroft. Drew a great 

peg in 21 on Carp lake. Fished pellets at 14m 

and casters down the edge for perch to finish 

with 31.12, exactly the same as Cam!. That was 

enough to win. 

Today I've been back at March for the final WL 

practice, drew 60 at oxbow. The rover was 

pushing through. Caught 172 fish for 26.2, 

great stamp.  

Won section by default. 
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This years World Feeder Championships will be held on the Guadiana River in Merida, Spain, on 

the 4-5th May 2024. 

Manager Dean Barlow has picked the same experienced team of Mick Vials (Capt), Rob Wootton, 

Will Freeman, Steve Ringer, Adam Wakelin and Lee Kerry.   

Having won a Silver medal in Belgium and a bronze medal in Serbia last year, this team comes 

with high hopes for more success. 

Along with the anglers, the key support staff will be travelling with the squad. 

Consisting of Jamie Harrison (assistant manager), Rich Wilson and Graham West will be joined 

with some of the younger squad from the Euro Cup, lending a hand and gaining valuable experi-

ence. 

Dean commented... 

"First of all, after years of great service to the team, we would like to extend our thanks to Eddie Bridon 

and we all wish him the best for his future endeavours.” 

“We already know a little bit about the venue, following The Masters Feeder trip in 2022, and to add to 

that, the lads will be travelling out to fish The Merida Masters in early April to get a feel for the venue.” 

Being slightly earlier this year, the team are already well underway with preparation, hoping to start 

the international year off with a bang! 
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Drennan International 
Article By Peter Drennan  

Bill Lane was our first World Champion, winning the title when 

fishing for England in 1963.  He’s seen here in animated           dis-

cussion on floats with a young Peter Drennan circa 1968.  

Bill was unquestionably the stand-out, dominant matchman of 

his era, writing books and publishing articles in the old Anglers’ Mail where his encyclopae-

dic knowledge of float fishing was shared with us all.  The float fishing systems he devel-

oped were refined to a remarkable level of efficiency and many of them, particularly those 

for flowing rivers, work well and catch fish to this day.   

Lanes tackle shop at 31/33 London Road, Coventry remains one of the country’s premier 

retailers and still offers some of the best maggots and casters available.  

Peter said:  ‘This photo was sent to me this month by local angler Bruce Vaughan. I had no 

idea any photos of Bill and I existed and no record of my own.  Bill was generous with his 

knowledge, massively influential to me personally and a whole generation of anglers.’ 
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Drennen International 

Two years ago, Leigh Holman landed a 2lb 

14oz roach from his local club water, from 

which stemmed a thought that there could 

be something a little bit special hiding in the 

venue’s depths. Since then, he’s been figur-

ing out how to single-out the larger roach. 

Having being pestered by smaller fish and 

other species throughout summer, he finally 

cracked it with this 3lb 4oz redfin. 

On the successful session, he’d arrived at 11am, armed with around a pint of spicy red 

maggots and damp bloodworm pellets, which he’d fish through feeders over two spots at 

40 and 50 yards. He recast every 15 minutes and he was soon catching bream before bites 

slowed. Leigh kept the feeders going in, and at 3pm his persistence was rewarded when his 

rod at 50 yards registered a positive bite and he hooked into a fish that gave plenty of 

headshakes as it headed to the net. When the fish surfaced a few rod lengths out, he knew 

it was the one he’d been after. 

Back in 1984/85 season, Greg Buxton was 

crowned the first-ever winner of the prestigious 

Drennan Cup with a 14lb 1oz barbel. The follow-

ing year, he finished runner-up with a 12lb 14oz 

barbel and a 7lb 1oz chub before giving up 

coarse fishing entirely, having caught fish beyond 

his wildest dreams.  

But, in 2017, he started serious specimen 

hunting again, focussing on chub, in particular. He’s landed numerous 

good fish since then, with the biggest being this 8lb 2oz   specimen 

he recently caught from the Dorset Stour. The fish fell to quiver-

tipped cheese paste, which he fished on a link leger setup.                

Interestingly, Greg presents this over a homemade groundbait mix         

containing liquidised bread, garlic granules, grated cheddar and blue 

cheese. To help it sink, Greg squeezes the mix around small pebbles found on the 

riverbank and lobs the balls a tactical distance upstream. On entering the water, a cloudy 

scent trail is created, which draws the chub to his hookbait. 
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There are very few places in the world where destination anglers, in search of bucket list fishing, could be 

happily accompanied by their non-fishing wives or partners but I’ve just returned from somewhere that 

ticks every box. Situated on the mighty Zambezi, just upstream of the national park, in an area famous for 

trophy sized tigerfish, Baines River Camp is an angling and wildlife paradise combining adventure with lux-

ury in the heart of Africa 

We were primarily targeting hard fighting tigerfish weighing anything from two to twenty pounds on ei-

ther cutbait or spinners. Double figure fish are an achievable target here with the chance of trophy size 

specimens of 15lbs and above. Tigers are legendary for their leaping and ability to throw the hook so we 

were prepared for losing as many as we hooked, particularly on spin gear. 

With a 15kgs luggage limit on the final flight tackle had to be selected carefully. Luckily the excellent daily 

laundry service meant that clothes required very little space in the cases. I opted to take a medium spin 

rod (20 to 50gm) and a heavier (50 to 100gm) version which I figured would double for bait fishing. As an 

afterthought I also packed a bait casting outfit. The reels were 4000 and 8000 Shimanos with a modest 

selection of spinners, spoons and a few favourite lures to complete the armoury. This all felt rather under 

gunned in comparison with most of my overseas trips but we were soon to discover that very little tackle 

was actually needed. 

My African Adventure 
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The lodge had recently acquired some top quality Daiwa Megaforce bait fishing rods and baitrunner fixed spool 

reels for use by guests so there was no need for us to bring any of the heavier outfits. However, the guides were 

still using stiff piano wire as traces which I really don’t think work properly on circle hooks so I was pleased to have 

packed some of my own knotable wire traces in 30 and 40lbs. I also brought some 3/0 to 6/0 circle hooks for bait 

fishing which was done either at anchor or on the drift using just a couple of swan shot or a small drilled bullets to 

get the bait down. 

I packed a couple of shallow diving and surface lures but most anglers seem to catch on either mepps spinners or 

copper and silver spoons with upgraded hooks. For some reason, while plugs and poppers are successful on the 

Upper Zambezi above the Falls, they are less effective on the lower river. 

I also took some 1/0 & 2/0 in line hooks as some anglers find that these hook up the tigers a little more effectively 

than trebles. But I soon found out that they can jump off almost any hook known to mankind!  

Apart from catching the bait fish, usually the bream-like chessa, the other fish most likely to make an appearance is 

the vundu catfish. These were made famous by John Wilson when he set about catching them on a bar of soap in 

one of his early films and smashed a rod in the process. The vundu are generally caught on bait in the slower, deep-

er spots and can reach 100lbs plus, although fish in the 20 to 50lbs range are more the norm. Now I fully admit to 

being a bit of a snob when it comes to these ‘water slugs’ or indeed any type of catfish. I like my fish to look good 

and these things might pull like hell but they ain’t going win a beauty contest anytime soon. 

Luckily I managed to avoid them for most of the week save for the penultimate day. However, a number of our 

group were pleased to catch them to 55lbs and even larger specimens were lost in the snags. 

Keith and I eagerly volunteered to fish on the first afternoon while our wives went on their first game drive. We 

quickly realised that most of the fishing would be with bait from a boat and tried to get used to drifting down with 

the current while avoiding tangling each others lines. The trick is to remain in touch with the bait with the bait run-

ner on to ensure minimal resistance to the taking fish. Whether through tiredness or incompetence we didn’t quite 

get it right first time and returned with just a couple of dropped runs to show for our efforts. 

The next day saw us drifting along the Zimbabwe bank and after one missed run I finally connect with a decent 

sized tigerfish. Unfortunately, Keith’s line became wrapped around mine and the fish took advantage of the re-

sulting slack line to make its escape. A while later I was into another before it leapt skywards and spat out the hook. 

Welcome to tigerfishing! 

Natalie joined us for a bush lunch and as we made our way back upstream to the lodge I was pleased get off the 

mark with a small but obliging tiger that made it all the way into the boat. It was now time to stop messing about 

and catch the trophy fish we came for. 

The next day I was due partner Dave and we started by spinning the edge just inside the park entrance. We were 

soon getting the odd hit on mepps and spoons with the inevitable jump offs. Luckily for me a nice fish of around 

five pounds decided to stay hooked along with a couple of smaller specimens. After a while we came to a fallen 

snag tree which provided a good deflection in the current. A perfect spot to fish at anchor. Swapping the spin rods 

for the lodge’s excellent bait fishing outfit I pitched a large lump of chessa into the the stream and paid out enough 

line to enable the bait to trundle round and settle of the edge of the flow. Now all we had to do was wait and hope. 

 

Some 20 minutes in I had a sharp tug and soon after the bait runner began to tick as a fish steady took line. As the 

rod loaded up I was determined to get this tiger to the boat. Playing it firmly but carefully with the rod kept low I 

managed to avoid any of those hook spitting jumps. Hardly surprising since the culprit turned out to be a rather 

unpleasant electric catfish! 
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Readers stories. These stories once featured in the 

Anglers Mail. Now resurrected in Angling News  
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We are a friendly angling club based in Hertfordshire, committed to promoting fishing for 
all ages. 

Membership provides access to a wide variety of fisheries. With over 14 miles of canal, res-

ervoirs, 2 stretches of the River Thame, along with lakes and ponds all year round fishing is 

possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our club is currently open and welcoming to new members. You can join or 
renew online or by post. See Memberships for more detail.                              
https://tringanglers.org.uk/ 
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An Angling Mail Feature Archive  
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