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Dear fellow Anglers and Matchmen                                                                                                     

I am thrilled to announce the March 2024 edition of my Angling News and Match Fishing News 

magazine. This is now the 4th edition since I relaunched early this year. (Checkout the earlier    

editions on tinyurl.com/clivebranson) 

What's New?                                                                                                                   

Fresh Design and User-Friendly Interface:                                                                          

Our Facebook page, website and paperback publication have undergone a facelift, featuring more 

news, article, and blast from the past including a modern design for easy navigation and a seam-

less user experience. www.angling-news.com 

Exclusive Content by Clive Branson: 

Clive Branson, former World Champion angler and a name synonymous with the angling commu-

nity, is back to share his expertise, insights, and passion for fishing. Look forward to exclusive arti-

cles, tips, and stories penned by the man himself, and other top anglers in their field 

Comprehensive Match Fishing Coverage: 

Stay in the loop with comprehensive coverage of match fishing events, results, and strategies. 

Whether you're a seasoned competitor or a casual observer, our coverage aims to keep you en-

gaged and informed. 

Community Engagement: 

We believe in fostering a strong angling community. Our platform will feature forums, discus-

sions, and opportunities for anglers to connect, share experiences, and learn from one another.                              

Join Us in the Celebration:                                                                                                  

To mark this momentous occasion, we invite you to explore the revamped Angling News and 

Match Fishing News. Join us in celebrating the passion for angling, the thrill of the competition, 

and the camaraderie that defines our community.                                      

Stay Connected:                                                                                                                       

Follow us on social media to stay updated on the latest articles, announcements, and community 

events. Your feedback is crucial to us, so feel free to share your thoughts and suggestions as we 

continue to evolve and grow. 

Thank you for being a part of the Angling News and Match 

Fishing News community. We can't wait to embark on this 

exciting journey with you!                                                       

 Clive Branson    

Angling News and Match Fishing News 
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Greetings and Welcome to my monthly blog. 

No Vlogs this month But a Blast from The Past The Welsh Team of 1982 
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April Calendar Girl 
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BREAKING NEWS 
Water companies in England face outrage over record sewage discharges 

 

Sewage being discharged 

into a brook from a nearby 

treatment works run by 

Thames Water in April 2023 

after heavy rainfall.  

 

Water companies in England 

have faced a barrage of criti-

cism as data revealed raw sew-

age was discharged for more 

than 3.6m hours into rivers and 

seas last year in a 105% in-

crease on the previous 12 months.                            Stratford on Avon March / April 20214 

The scale of the discharges of untreated waste made 2023 the worst year for storm water pollution. Early 

data seen by the Guardian put the scale of discharges at more than 4m hours, but officials said the figures 

were an early estimate. 

The Liberal Democrat leader, Ed Davey, said the scandal of raw sewage pouring into waterways should be 

declared a national environmental emergency. He called on the government to convene an urgent meeting 

of the Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies (Sage) to look at the impact of sewage pollution on peo-

ple’s health. 

Total discharges from the 14,000 storm overflows owned by English water companies that release un-

treated sewage into rivers and coastal waters increased by 54% to 464,056, according to data submit-

ted to the Environment Agency by the industry. 

 

Outfall into a river 

4m hours of raw sewage discharges in England in 2023, data expected to show  

Read more 

Senior industry figures highlighted the heavy rainfall over the autumn and winter that put huge pres-

sure on the sewerage system. But storm overflows are supposed to cope with heavy rainfall and only 

be used in exceptional circumstances, like major storm events. Climate change has long been predicted 

to bring higher rainfall levels. 

One senior executive said: “We have wasted 15 years, we have not been investing enough.” 

Continue next page  
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The data on discharges from storm overflows reveals the duration and the number of discharges from indi-

vidual overflows across the network in England. The 3.6m-plus hours of raw sewage and rainwater dis-

charged over the year includes huge spikes in some outflows. Forty per cent of South West Water outflows 

discharged raw sewage more than 40 times, while nearly a third of United Utilities outflows and 23% 

owned by Yorkshire Water discharged 60 times or more. 

Any outflow that has more than 60 discharges a year should prompt an Environment Agency investigation. 

As well as total discharges soaring from just over 301,000 in 2022, the average discharge per storm over-

flow has increased to 33, an increase of more than 43.7%. Some companies had much higher average spills 

per outflow, with South West Water averaging 43 per outflow and United Utilities 45. 

Some of the highest rises in the hours of raw sewage pouring into rivers were by Anglian Water, with a 

205% increase to 273,163 hours, Wessex Water a 186% increase to 372,341 hours, Thames Water a 163% 

increase to 196,414 hours, and Northumbrian Water a 160% increase to 280,029 hours. 

Severn Trent discharged raw sewage into waterways for 440,446 hours, South West Water for 530,737 

hours, an 82.5% increase, Southern Water for 317,285, a 116% rise, and United Utilities for 656,014 hours, 

a 54% increase. 

Thames Water was responsible for the biggest increase in the number of discharges, with its overflows 

dumping on 16,990 occasions, a 112% increase on 2022. 

A Guardian analysis of the data revealed the River Irwell and its tributary, the Croal, which flows through 

to Salford and Manchester, had the highest levels of sewage spills. Nearby storm overflows spilled just un-

der 12,000 times in 2023, or 95 spills per mile of water, the highest rate of all rivers in England. 

Second worst in England was the River Darwen, near Blackburn and Preston, where there were more than 

3,000 sewage spills from nearby overflows in 2023 – equivalent to 83 spills per mile. Just one river in the 

south of England features in the worst 10: the River Avon, as it makes its way through Bath and Bristol. 

This urban section of the river had 6,573 sewage spills in 2023, or 74 spills per mile, making it the third 

most polluted in England. 

Also top of the list for sewage spills was the River Calder near Huddersfield, the Aire near Bradford and the 

lower section of the Tyne around Newcastle and Sunderland, the Guardian’s analysis of Environment 

Agency data found. 

Criticism was not reserved for the industry. The government’s much vaunted plan to tackle raw sewage 

pollution gives water companies a deadline of 2035 to reduce the amount of sewage flowing into bathing 

water and areas of ecological importance, but discharges would continue being released into other water-

ways until 2050, at a time when the climate crisis is increasing rainfall intensity and frequency, putting 

more strain on the sewerage system. 

Davey said the scandal had to be treated as an environmental national emergency. He said: “Only by 

treating the sewage scandal with the urgency it demands can we save our rivers and beaches for future 

generations to enjoy. Rishi Sunak and the Conservative party have failed to listen and as a result sewage 

spills are increasing, our precious countryside is being destroyed and swimmers are falling sick.” 

 



8 

 

The record sewage discharges were revealed as a major investigation into illegal sewage dumping by the regula-

tor Ofwat into more than 2,000 treatment plants was nearing its conclusion. The Environment Agency is running 

a parallel criminal inquiry into illegal sewage dumping by companies. 

Storm overflows are supposed to be used only in extreme weather but for many years they have been used rou-

tinely, discharging raw sewage even on dry days in some cases. The academic Peter Hammond has shown how 

water companies are routinely using storm overflow discharges in their water management. 

Campaigners turned their ire on the industry as the scale of the discharges was published. Ash Smith, who has 

investigated sewage pollution in the River Windrush for several years, said: “Water companies will blame the 

weather but it’s very clear from the data analysis done by Prof Peter Hammond that many sewage-dumping – we 

refuse to call this spilling – events are illegal either because sewage works simply don’t treat the amount they are 

required to or they do it in dry conditions. “This is the information that needs to be made public along with vol-

ume, not just hours.” Only two water companies, Southern and Thames Water, publish real-time data on raw 

sewage releases from outflows. Smith said greater transparency was needed. “How the other companies have 

been allowed to get away with keeping easily provided data public is a mystery. It is compounded by the secre-

tary of state’s silence on getting them to reveal what will undoubtedly be a scandalous state of affairs.” 

The shadow environment secretary, Steve Reed, said the government should immediately impose his plan for a 

ban on bonuses for water company executives. “Despite being responsible for this illegal behaviour, water com-

pany bosses have brazenly awarded themselves over £25m in bonuses and incentives since the last election,” 

said Reed. Labour has not committed to any restructuring of the privatised water industry, even as Thames Wa-

ter, which is struggling with debts of more than £14bn, is facing being taken into special administration. The Lib-

eral Democrats are calling for Thames, the biggest of the privatised companies, to be put into special administra-

tion and turned into a public benefit company. 

The Environment Agency director of water, Helen Wakeham, appeared to play down the scale of the increased 

pollution, saying it was not surprising that the discharges had increased. “We are pleased to see record invest-

ment from the water sector, but we know it will take time for this to be reflected in spill data – it is a complex 

issue that won’t be solved overnight.” The water minister, Robbie Moore, said: “Today’s data shows water com-

panies must go further and faster to tackle storm overflows and clean up our precious waterways. We will be 

ensuring the Environment Agency closely scrutinise these findings and take enforcement action where neces-

sary.” The revelation of the scale of releases into waterways comes as rivers in England are at crisis point, suffer-

ing from a toxic cocktail of raw and treated sewage pollution, chemical toxins and agricultural runoff. 

In the last few weeks, ministers have engaged in a flurry of announcements in anticipation of the shocking data 

on record sewage spills. These included an announcement of a £180m plan to fast-track action on sewage dis-

charges, in the face of criticism not enough is being done. 

The industry is planning a record £96bn to the end of the decade to tackle sewage discharges, leaks and the im-

pending water supply crisis but has been criticised for passing on the costs to customers for investment that 

should have been carried out years ago. Water UK, which represents the industry, said: “These results are unac-

ceptable and demonstrate exactly why we urgently need regulatory approval to upgrade our system so it can 

better cope with the weather. We have a plan to sort this out by tripling investment which will cut spills by 40% 

by 2030 – more than double the government’s target.” 

Ofwat has to decide whether to allow companies to increase water bills to pay for the investment. Water UK said 

the investment was vital and Ofwat must give the industry the green light to get on with it. 



9 

 

The rivers with the most sewage spills in 2023 

English rivers with the most sewage spills per mile in their catchment areas last year. 
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Top Comment 

What devastation they have caused all over the country to our lakes and rivers.  

Not to mention the fisheries they have put out of business. And there protected ! .                 t's a 
shambles, I'd love to meet the people who re- introduced them and tell them what I can't say on 
here. 
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Des Ship  

Match Reports 
2nd March 

Ivy house today for a fish south quali-

fier. we’re do I start but the weather, 

seriously what is going on, got 30 

minutes up the M5 and it’s was snow-

ing and by the time I got on the M4 

there was 3 inch plus on the road mo-

torway, thankfully the snow fizzled 

out before the fishery but the water 

from the last night rain on the roads 

and in the fields was unreal. Anyway 

on to the match, drew a good area on willow lake peg 34 but the wind was blowing straight at me and it was 

bloody freezing, fed 4 areas and started short over a small amount of bait, caught a skimmer and some really 

good stamp roach before going long, this was great fishing on worms catching quality roach and thought this is 

game on as you need to win the day to qualify, unfortunately this died after around 40 minutes so fast and left 

me struggling to catch with the wind and tow messing things up. With the wind dropping late on I managed to 

catch some skimmers over  a possible ground bait line and finished with 21lb 4 that was 5 th in the match but 

well off Dave Wilmot’s winning 30lb from the match lake, well done to Adam to my right coming 2nd with 26lb 

and Tommy on 3rd with 22lb. great fishing considering the weather today and I’m sure I would of had a proper 

good chance if we wouldn’t of had that storm last night 

Shearwater today for the outlaw pro open. Sold out again  and it 

was dry at last. 0 degrees on getting to the lake and bright skies so it 

was definitely going to be different from a couple of weeks ago. got 

Steve to draw for me as I run the matches and he pulled peg 13 that 

the first peg on the   dam wall    fishing for the section really as 

it’s proper deep but the sun was out and flat calm. Fed two long 

lines again and my first bite was a 9lb carp and then a bream  , Dave 

to my right then had a good carp and a little later caught another. in 

the first 2 hours I caught another 4 bream until it just died, there 

was bubbles coming up but couldn’t get bites, tried a traditional 

feeder for nothing either. it was a close match on the wall but luckily 

have a good run late of 5 big bream that won me the dam wall sec-

tion with 51lb, caught at 80 mtr late and the 12.6 distance master 80 

gram was superb. crazy how the brea m move about on here as 

we’re two weeks ago the road bank low numbers were mega, this 

week it was rock hard but that big water winter fishing. Big well 

done to Clayton winning with 94lb of bream, Steve venn second 

with 86lb, Leicester 3 rd with 85lb  and well done to the section win-

ners. Everything on a yellow 8 mm bandum banoffee using a 14 KKM 

tied to 0.17 power 
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9th March 

Early start to Stafford Moore today on the practice match for the 

coming festival that start Monday. All on the beautiful tanners lake 

and I drew peg 5 that’s a lovely peg, once again the wind was left to 

right and slightly at me       It was a strong freezing easterly that 

was definitely going to make it difficult. Fed 11 mtr max in the condi-

tions and a couple of short lines. Caught a couple of skimmers on the 

feeder before looking on the pole, first few put inns produced some 

small skimmers to 4oz but it literally died to nothing very quickly, 

tried a few different things but caught most of my 21 lb on a small 

hexmesh feeder in the last 2 hours, this got me 2 nd on the day be-

hind my nephew Ryan that had 23 lb. Glad I went today as I learnt a 

bit as it’s going to be a tricky week with the very heavy coloured wa-

ter. 

11th March 

First day of the Stafford Moore silver fish festival. Drew peg 4 

on pines lake, nice area and with the weather nice I was hop-

ing for a good day. After starting short for one tiny roach I 

was soon out on the long pole, caught some skimmers and 

then a few carrassio over ground bait and worms. Left my 

long lines 16 mtr to the far bank until as long as I could but 

when I did I had nice little run until it died, the last hour I 

struggled but finished with 33 lb that won my section and 

lake, great start and hope it continues tomorrow. Big well 

done to the other section winners today. Keep you informed 

as I go through the week, ground bait today was pro 

thatcher's green and supercrush green mixed 50/5 

12th March 

Second day here at Stafford Moore. My rotation was wood-

pecker lake and I drew peg 5 that I was happy with as the 

gale force wind was off my back. After catching a few small 

fish short I was out on my long pole at 13 mtr, took some 

time but started catching decent skimmers and to be honest 

this was my match, had a beautiful days fishing rotating lines 

with plenty of ground bait ( pro thatchers green and super-

crush green ) mixed 50/50 again, finished with 29lb that got 

me second in the section. Well done to steve kedge winnning 

with 38lb of peg 11. Tanners lake tomorrow and can’t wait 
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13th March 

3 day Stafford Moore silver festival. My turn on the lovely tanners lake, 

drew peg 14 that’s not really we’re I wanted to be but at least again 

the wind was ok. Caught one big roach and a good skimmer on the 

feeder until o went on the long pole, caught skimmers quite steady 

and was doing ok what I could see. had a lovely days fishing again and 

again caught everything over the same mix as yesterday, finished with 

32lb that just scraped second getting beat by Ryan on carriasio central 

peg 16, no chance beating his 51lb feeder caught, beat Ben on 17 by 

1lb   so I would of took that at the start. Fed more bait today to keep 

catching and enjoyed it massively. Two open draws over the next two 

days so fingers crossed for a couple of nice draws.  

14th March 

4th day here at the stunning Stafford Moore. Open draw today and 

pulled out peg 19 tanners lake, with the wind sensible and a good area 

for the pole. After fishing the feeder for the first 1/2 hour for nothing I 

was straight out on the long pole, once again I caught skimmers steady 

and they were a good stamp, mid match I started catching on my short 

line with casters over ground bait. Once again I had a mega days fish-

ing and finished with 51lb that won my my lake, need a win tomorrow 

to have chance of winning  

the 5th and final day of the Stafford Moore silverfish festival. Was hopping for a 

nice section peg but was gutted to draw peg 6 on woodpecker to be honest, not 

only is it only set along way back from the pegs either side and the section has 

some lovely pegs. Needed a section win to have a chance of moving up the leader 

board from second and possibly winning. Nothing on the feeder at the start so was 

soon out on the long pole but it was really slow with only a few small fish, looking 

around it was definitely not going to fish like the previous days mega fishing, after 

around 1.5 hours it started to get better catching some decent skimmers over 

ground bait. I did notice that peg 11 on the opposite side of the lake was catching 

carissio well, this peg cost me in the week and sort of knew the writing was proba-

bly on the wall, had a nice run mid match catching some quality fish on worms and 

topping up positively, got carped out in the last 45 minutes    and finished with 

23lb that was 3 rd in the section getting beat by 1lb from the next peg and John 

fuidge on peg 11 with 42lb, great days fishing again. At the results I finished 4 th with 5 points and just 1 oz from 3rd, mas-

sive well done to my nephew Ryan fishing brilliantly all week and winning with a perfect 4 point score, Geoff valance com-

ing 2nd and John fuidge on the 3rd spot. Had a fantastic week relentlessly laughing with my brother Vince, Ryan, Ricky 

mills and Rich Reynolds, for me that’s the best part of this festival and it’s a Brucey bonus that the fishing was brilliant! 

For those that are interested, the groundbait choice started with supercrush green & pro thatchers green, but as the week 

progressed I began to mix 25% of supercrush expander into it as I tried it out and found it helped create more of a cloud 

and felt it pulled in the carrasio’s a little bit more. Ryan used pro thatchers and F1. Thanks to Joanne and Paul, the fishery 

looked amazing as normal and can’t wait for next year to do it all over again! 
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Venue  Guide March 2024  (Call before setting out, as prices and information may have changed) 
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May Potter Match Reports 
2Nd March 

Bomb and Feeder League. I've drawn 62 Bonsai. I've fished 

pellets on a bomb all day rotating 3 lines to weigh 72.15lb 

which has been enough to win the lake and be 3rd overall 

Ont day 

3rd March 

TO4 at Hallcroft today  

I've drawn 43 on the Moat Inner. Long story 

short I’ve tried to push my peg too much. I've 

limped home with 21lb But I have learnt a lot 

from today 

9th March 

Golden rod qualifier at Lindholme today 

and I've been on peg 70 bonsai. Had a 

lovely day rotating lines towards the island 

on a small feeder with a 5mm yellow wow-

ser hookbait. These have gone 51lb and 

been enough to win the lake and a spot in 

the final 
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Golden Rod Final 

First day of the Golden Rod final down at Larford 

Lakes and I’ve been on match lake peg 16 round the 

back of the island.  

It’s been very difficult with not many indications. I’ve 

had an odd f1 and a rogue carp for no good really. 

On to Speci tomorrow so fishing for a bit of pride 

and the daily money Good luck to those in conten-

tion tomorrow 

2nd day of Golden rod and I’ve been on the 

far side of speci in the middle section. 

Ticked over on skimmers but unfortunately 

no carp for me. Managed 29lb but really 

needed a carp to boost me up. 

Really enjoyed my first big final so be doing 

my best to get back 

Today is my last day as a Dynamite Baits 

sponsored angler. A huge thank you to 

Mark Baker, Ian Jones and everyone I’ve 

met along the way that have helped me 

massively in my fishing over the last few 

years. I really can’t express how grateful 

I am for the support and what they’ve 

done for me has helped me improve 

and compete as an angler. 

They really have been good and some of the products I’ve had chance to use have been awesome. Without 

the support fishing at international level and competing in everything in the UK it would certainly be a lot 

harder. I owe a lot to them and everyone within the brand so a huge thank you!  

Tight lines and see you all soon 
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Bob Nudd Match Reports 
 

2nd March 

Another great day on silver 

lake finished 2nd on lake 

and 3 rd in the match with 

119 Ide and 2 F1’s for 115 

lbs 10 ozs caught nearly all 

my fish 20 inches deep 4 

number 10 shot bulked to-

gether just above hook 

length .15 DT Nevis steady 

float .16 main .12 hook 

length single flouro maggot 

on 18 hook caught at 6 me-

tres but most in the shallow 

water on far bank. Meadow 

Farm Fishery. Saturday 

open Norwich Norfolk  

Despite the horrible conditions the fishing was brilliant , managed to win my section by 

default with 561 fish for just over 31lbs , just fished 4 mts to hand all day 1.25 DT Nevis 

float 18 hook to .12 , 5 Preston slip elastic. Fed smalls balls laced with pinkies and a few 

casters plus loose fed pinkies by hand ( you could see the fish taking the pinkies just be-

low the surface ) March Open. River Old Nene. March Cambridgeshire. 60 pegs 
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Clive Roberts Memoir's 
Part 4 

The river Wye  at Belmont, Hereford had also became part of our match    

fishing circuit, run by Hereford AA that at the time had no regular match  

anglers.  

We also had some great matches on the Wye further up on a stretch called 

Glasbury & Whitby. The Welsh National was also held there during this peri-

od. Remembering that our Cardiff Nomads winning that event, and my 2lb of 

gudgeon winning my section, contributing to our win. 

 Back to the lower Wye and we fished the Lower Wye team championships, and the Coleshill team from 

the midlands was our main competitor, we had some great battles in the preceding years.  

One occasion was in 1974 when during the close season the finals of the Angling Times League was fished 

in Ireland. Our team had won through to the finals and it was held on the River Shannon, all expenses paid 

by the Paper for all divisional winners. I had a great days fishing the pole and caught 54lb for 6th in the 

match. Nomads were well down on that day, but an interesting fact was that Clive Smith captain of Coften 

Hacket worked out, that if the match was decided on points then we would had won, but instead the 

competition was decided by weight. 

During this time in Ireland there was a lot of trouble with the IRA and it was no wonder that we had a bit 

of a scare when one of the team members left his bucket of bait under one of the cars in the car park, and 

the police arrived thinking it may had been a bomb.  

1975 Saw me finally win a match on the Bristol Avon at Limpley Stoke. I fished the usual waggler tactic but 

this time with bread flake. On a size 16 hook I won the match with just 5lb 5oz 

Later that year I was fishing the River Wye, a team event where Coleshill won the event and Nomads were 

2nd, my consolation was that I managed 4th place with 22lb 5oz, which was not bad in this 250 pegged 

match   

1976 I ventured further afield and this time it was the Riv-

er Severn at Stourport, a place called Holffleet. This was a 

class circuit and winning anything was very difficult. How-

ever I did manage to win a section at Stourport with a 

massive weight of just 2lb of roach. Holtfleet was a bleak 

venue and this was the first time I came across this spe-

cies, and a low double weight was the target in most 

matches. I done well to catch 5lb of them, and the main 

man on this venue was Paul Foster who won more than 

others. 1977 was one of my worst match fishing seasons 

according to my records. This was the year we started to travel to Gloucestershire and fish the 

main Gloucester Canal, perhaps we were fishing to many venues at that time to learn any meth-

ods properly, yet it was a learning curve for me. 
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Come the winter and back to the River Wye, and the team Coleshill were top of their game with 

Austin Clisset from the mid-lands picking up mayor prizes. One match in particular was when he 

won a 200 peg match at Whitney, using the bread in a four hour match with an impressive 87lb, in 

those days that weight was a record for a four hour match. I blanked that day, but I sat behind him 

and learnt a lot, participle Bread Fishing. This helped me for future successes. In fact even still 

today I favour that method of fishing than any other.  

Later that year our Cardiff Nomad team did finally manage to beat the mighty Coleshill team in the 

lower Wye Team Championships. On that match I caught one 2lb chub that gave me huge section 

points, and help the team to success. 

In late winter of that year I was introduced to a new bait, Bloodworm. A local angler from Newport, 

Ron Cousins introduced the bait to the South Wales 

anglers. He travelled to Lancashire and was sup-

plied by Brian Sharples a well known bloodworm 

scraper form Yorkshire. Ron brought back plenty of 

bloodworm for others to purchase off him and the 

red devils became a winning bait especially in team 

matches that were held on our local waters. We first 

started to use this bait in Newport Morgans Pond 

were in the winter it was rock hard, however blood-

worm would catch fish were other baits would strug-

gle. 

Using this bait became very addictive and were be-

fore we struggled the bloodworm secured me two 

seconds and a match win. In fact the first time I 

used the bait I caught 40n roach for just 1lb 1oz 

Summing up that season that although I never won a lot it was a great learning season for me, 

including Bleak fishing, Bread Fishing and Bloodworm Fishing, I can honestly stay that Bread 

Fishing for Chub and Bloodworm fishing for roach and skimmers became my favourite way of  

fishing for the rest of my match fishing career. 

1978 was a new year and I found my form again winning and getting placed on my beloved river Usk at the 

end of the winter season I averaged 24lb of dace out of Severn matches that I had fished.  

In this year my Cardiff Nomad team were a bit unlucky with two second positions in two major competi-

tions. The Wye winter league and the South of England Championships on the River Huntspill in Somerset. 

(Two entirely different venues and tactics)  

1979 was a year of travelling which saw me fish many different venues again where I struggled on a lot of 

venues except my local Roath Park Lake, where I could practice and win a few matches. Also this year is 

when we first travelled to the Kennet & Avon Canal in the West country, this venue was full of weed but 

plenty of fish, including Tench and Crucian Carp. I learnt more methods especially when the canal started 

to tow because of the locks and boat traffic. When it flowed I learnt how to catch roach and skimmers by 

holding back with my hand made flat floats. 

More next time  

Ron Cousins 
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Steve Ringer Facebook Reports 
 

Brilllant weekend at the Big one show down in 

Farnborough. Although absolutely shattered now. 

Massive thanks to everyone who came and said 

hello too. It's much appreciate 

If your looking for a bit of sunday evening viewing 

why not check out my latest Guru bitesize video. 

The venue is meadowlands and there's definitely 

something for everyone. Big skimmers early then 

some red hydro sized carp in the edge to finish. If you 

haven't already then make sure you check it out. I'll 

pop the link in the comment 

In the shops now. 

Guru speed bander. When you 

get a product that Andy Bennett 

uses then you know it must be 

good. Basically it makes banding 

casters or maggots both quick 

and easy. Something which when 

fishing shallow can make all the 

difference 
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Last round of the teams of 3 at the 

fantastic Meadowlands Fishery . 

Team draw wasn't the best although I 

had a good one in peg 49 on the pump. 

End peg going into the bay. Also had 

geoff behind me too so no pressure. 

Good to have him back on the bank. 

Fished identically to my recent video 

on there so if you haven't watched it 

yet check it out. Link in the comments. 

Caught 23lb of skimmers and 3 carp for 

45lb at 6 joints on pellets and corn. 

Then had 16 carp long up the edge to 

finish with 195lb and the all important 

1 point for the team.  

On the team front another solid display 

with ADAM WAKELIN FISHING  6th and 

Mark Griffiths Angling angling 2nd saw 

us win the league on weight from cap-

tain crooks. Oh and must mention Baz Byrds 28lb mirror next peg. Amazing fish . Although he lied and said it was 

30lb. Well done to Pete Caton too on the match win with an awesome 205lb on the deeps. Lastly a massive thanks 

to Wayne Sharman on a great league. Perfectly run as usual. It's much appreciated. 

I went down for the Friday practice match drawing match lake peg 9. One above the rope for those that know it on the 

grass bank. Experimented a bit but ended up learning there were more carp down the middle early and that they weren't 

coming to any amount of bait. Ended up on a 24g small hybrid to keep ticking over. It also seemed late on they bypassed 

the 4 to 6m line and came straight in the edge. Anyway I finished with 14 carp for just under 90lb and 3rd on the lake.  

Next day was the final and like the other 65 finalists I was praying for an end peg. Was therefore disappointed to draw 

specimen lake 32 as with 33 and 1 both being ends I had no chance of a section win..it was a case of 3rd at best. A 16lb 

mirror carp first drop at 5m was a great start but then managed 40lb of skimmers for 8th in the 11 pegs. Realistically 5th 

was possible I think. I think in hindsight 5m was too far out. As I caught skimmers which no one around me did. The carp 

seemed to be up the slope another metre. I also possibly over fed too trying to make it happen. Rob Cooksey smashed the 

section off 33 casting 60m down the bank into the corner with nearly 160lb. Peg 1 was then 2nd.  

Day 2 and match lake peg 6. About as bad as it gets. Caught two carp down the middle with an hour to go then chased a 

very odd shadow down the edge for the last hour for nothing. I think again I over fed the edge and wasn't patient enough. 

It was worth 2 bites I think had I fed less and been more patient. Maybe smaller hookbaits too. Again no chance of winning 

as end peg 33 took the section out but 2nd was possible with a better edge display. I weighed 13lb and i think 20lb was 

2nd.My edge fishing is definitely something I need to work on as when there's like one carp coming in every 10 minutes 

they are very hard to catch. I think if I had fed nothing and just dropped my feeder in and fished I'd have caught more.  

Lastly a massive well done to Rob Burgin on winning off two very average draws. A class display in hard sections. Also a big 

thanks to Phil Briscoe and his team for a very well run final. As for me I must draw better but also fish better too. Some-

times it's easy to blame pegs when equally you haven't got it quite right either. Did I have any chance of winning from my 

pegs? No. But 7 points was achievable.  
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RINGER TIPS 
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Hadrian Whittle 

Match Reports 
 

March 3 

Moorlands Silvers League Round 8,671! 

A day not to forget as lots of lessons learnt… 

Dean Barlows handy landing net tip for start-

ers!  Peg 9 on islands was my home for the 

day… a pool I’ve never fished it looked great 

tbh but some research told another story bar 

round 1 when the peg won the section with 

13lb it had been poor and I was unable to 

buck that trend… lesson 2 was despite the 

savage cold you can be too negative sometimes I massively misjudged the conditions expecting a grueller! 

my 11-13-0 was fourth in section miles off the winner who had 22lbs… no way I was getting close to that 

but pretty sure there was 15lbs- 16 lbs  up to be caught! If it hadn’t been so cold it would have been an 

enjoyable day tbh!  Up in wales with the boy biking today then Gloucester Canal next Sunday…. Can we 

have some dry weather now please! 

Final round of the CIPs league in Glouces-

ter canal… tbh it’s been a league to forget 

had a nice enough day today catching off 3 

lines but with Lee catching a big bream 

next door and the last 4 pegs all catching 

them i had no choice but to try and force 

the peg in pursuit on one sadly without 

any joy!  

It’s fished well in areas today so hopefully 

the challenge will be ok! one more match 

on Sunday to try and find some form! 
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It’s that time of year Sensas Challenge practice starts next 

week… Bloodworms hard to come by this year with way too 

much water in most ponds… only nearly drowned twice this 

week 

17th March 

Not a good weekend on the 

bank results wise but nice to 

be out! 

Last round of the Moorlands Farm Fishery silver league yesterday 

and unfortunately I’ve managed to draw peg 9 on islands for the 2 

nd match running a peg which has been consistently poor… I actual-

ly had a nice day catching 19-4-0 but was always behind virtually 

everyone else in the lake a large shoal of F1’s sat eating all my cast-

ers 6 inches under the surface at 4 m didn’t really help… I bet the 

sneaky little critters wouldn’t of been so obliging if they had count-

ed! Well done Jason Cunningham on winning the league and Grant 

Albutt for running a great series! My League was plagued by some 

very poor draws poor decisions and a lack of finding that edge felt 

like I was always forcing my pegs that little bit too hard tbh!  

Today it was back to the Gloucester canal for a 40 pegger at Slimbridge … perfect practice for next weekends challenge…. Er 

Nope! Unless we get another 8 hr downpour that sent a huge surge of chocolate water into the canal from the river Cam! A 

days bream fishing it was 3 fish in 3 chucks 3 hrs 20 min s in and that was it.. the area was really poor but once you got a 

few pegs to my right and 5 pegs to my left plenty of bream and skimmers were caught! All pretty irrelevant as I can’t see us 

being faced with similar conditions next week…. Saying that I guess it could rain again!! 

Day 1 Sensas challenge… I’ve had a great day catching roach at Slimbridge to win the zone but unfortunately 

the teams had a really poor day … gutting tbh as we’ve put a lot of work in.. that’s fishing though.  

Day 2 tomorrow and hopefully we can restore some pride! 

Day 2 of the Sensas challenge, after yesterday’s poor team result I was hoping 

for a good peg to get me a section win.l in search of individual glory! peg A15 

4 up from Hempstead bridge was not what I had hoped for but with it fishing 

so hard you never know!  The peg was a tad tight to the boats and both ac-

cessing their barges from my ends it could have been challenging… luckily it 

was anything but both lady’s were very understanding even got a couple of 

As for the fishing as exeoected it was rock hard with and with my northern 

buddy and F1 coach Gavin Leversidge next door it was going to be a tough 

match… after struggling for 2.5hrs I eventually strung some stamp roach to-

gether sadly falling 1 fish (40g) short of the much needed section win as ex-

pected the end peg took the spoils. This left me on 3 points and tied in 3rd on points but 12th on weight! those 40g would 

have put me 3rd disappointing but tbf I had two pretty decent matches.. Massive well done to our A team on edging out 

Dorking and Frankie Gianoncelli Fishing and Will Raison on 1st and 2 nd individual. Also thanks to Sensas for running the 

event! 

A few weeks off now to sort all my river gear out and plan for next season! then it’s back on the cut for the spring league 

and some F1 fishing up Redhill! 
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The Shropshire Union Canal will host hundreds of young anglers, prepared to showcase their fishing skills 

at this September’s National Celebration, all hoping to win the prized Guru gudgeon mug. 

As the UK’s largest fishing participation event for young people, it presents a wonderful opportunity for 

anglers to engage in friendly fun competition and build lasting memories and friendships. 

Everyone who participates will take home a medal or trophy, a goody bag and special event certificate. 

And if you are skilful enough to land a gudgeon, a special 2024 edition gudgeon mug will be yours to keep. 

Winning a special prize or being crowned champion would of course be a dream come true, but taking 

part in this unique occasion is something that every young person aged between 7 and 20 is now able to 

do. Let's Fish! is there to help each and every one of you along your journey to the celebration. 

Age categories at the Celebration: 

Cadets (aged 7 to 10 years on the day of the event, 6 years olds many participate if they have an elder sibling also participating) 

Young juniors (aged 11 and 12 on the day of the event) 

Full juniors (aged 13 to 15 on the day of the event 

Experienced youth (aged 16 to 20 on the day of the event) 

Developing youth (this category, new for 2024 is designed for new anglers ages 16-20 who have limited or no experience with 

events of this type) 

Discover more about the National Celebration and secure your tickets here: https://ow.ly/iaep50R1W4C 



39 

 

 

New Hair-Rig Maggot Caster tool 

Hair rigs have become very popular over 

the years especially with commercial fish-

ing. Hair rigs allow more of a natural 

presentation rather than fixed on a static 

hook. A hair rig allows the bait to act 

more freely away from the hook, when a 

fish takes the bait then it is much more 

easily taken into the mouth of the fish. 

This new caster baiting tool  is ideal. 

 Basically it makes banding casters or 

maggots both quick and easy. Something 

which when fishing shallow can make all 

the difference 

Tackle in Focus 

A combination of various mixes 
that can attract all species of fish 
into the swim 

If your not sure what’s in your 

swim then this mix maybe the an-

swer. 

A combination of all the 

Goldmedal formulars into One 

Bag. That can attract all types of 

fish into the swim 

See: goldmedalgroundbaits.co.uk 

Special Mix Groundbait 
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Order On-Line 

Goldmedalgroundbaits.co.uk 



42 

 

Jon Arthur Match Reports 
Been catching mostly F1s this weekend. Saturday I fished 

the one-off March Teams-of-3 at Tunnel Barn with Sam 

Collett and Jamie Adcock. There were 17 teams and they 

paid the top 5 on weight. Our trio took the last prize with a 

200lb total. Well done the Guru Preston team of James 

Howarth, Connor Barlow and Sam Slockett who won with 

236lb. Also well done Dan Lee who was top weight with 

103lb from House 16.  

I had a busy day catching 62lb of mostly small F1s on Ex-

tension 25. Can’t believe how cold it was with sleet chilling 

the lakes (and bones!). After 90 minutes I had to go back to 

the van for some gloves as it was chuffin’ freezing! 

Today yet another hard frost and thick fog on the way to 

Packington. It was the final round of the Winter League 

with 57 anglers fishing. I was guesting for Phil Canning as 

he was on a stand at The Big One.  

I drew peg 15 on Little Gearys which is usually in my top 

five pegs to draw on there, but felt it could be a hard day 

as I crunched through all the frozen puddles on the way to 

the peg.  

Managed four F1s on the long pole and pellet and four on a little open alloy feeder but when the sun’s 

come out(!) you could tell they’d switched right off. I scratched around with some skimmers short on 

maggots before finally locating some nice big F1s and one bonus carp down the side on pellets, corn and 

maggots.  

It’s been a bit sit-and-waity all day but the fish have been worth catching. I’ve ended up with a very pleas-

ing 73lb, which was enough to win the lake. Back at the presentation I was told I’d won the match, ahead 

of two 69lbs and a 64lb. Well chuffed with that!  A big well done to Paul Truman for winning the league 

and all the other framers. Just need Spring to hurry up and properly arrive now! 

A freeze frame from my latest Channel Members 

film, shot last week on a rapidly rising River 

Thames. Great day... in between all the rain 

showers! I've also got another film in the pipe-

lines for my main channel, filmed on the last day 

of the season, so watch this space for that one! 
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8th March 

Been on the official practice match for the 

Angling Trust Zerofit Silverfish Final at 

Barston Lakes today. Had a busy day catch-

ing just over 70lb of skimmers for a section 

win and 4th in the match. Kristian Jones has 

had an amazing 99lb of skimmers for the 

win and Sam Collett was 2nd with 85lb on 

the opposite bank. Hopefully I can draw an-

other good area on the big day tomorrow! 

9th March 

It was the Angling Trust Zerofit Silverfish Final at Barston Lakes today 

and I’ve drawn my thousandth end peg of the year. The rather famous 

peg 124, arguably the best carp peg in the Midlands. I hoped the skim-

mers liked it there too!  

This peg wasn’t put in on the practice match yesterday, so although we 

all fancied it no one quite knew what to expect. I certainly ran to it, 

grinning from ear to ear, but upon arrival I wasn’t quite so sure. It 

looked a little bit too tight into the corner for catching a winning 

weight of skimmers, but I’d soon find out… 

Despite feeling really confident with my rigs and tactics it took forever 

to get my first bite. Just four little skimmers after an hour was not a 

good sign… 

Firing up a new swim in front of peg 123 brought some more fish. All 

match I wished I was sat on that peg instead. By now the skimmers 

were a good size, however, just not coming out quite fast enough.  

Ligging on with maggot over Sonubaits F1 Original and Crushed Ex-

pander was the only way I could get a bite. Surprisingly only hooked a 

couple of carp. Hundreds were rolling in the middle of the lake, though, 

so I’m glad they stayed there! 

After feeling like I’d just very slowly plodded along all day with the wind in my chops I was quite surprised to see my fish 

go 44lb 12oz on the scales. Nowhere near as many fish as yesterday’s 70lb effort but three times bigger. So, all in all a 

good days fishing and a tidy weight of skimmers, that could have won many normal silverfish matches. But this is Barston 

and you needed 56lb to make the top five. What a venue! 

A very big well done to Steve Hemingray winning the £5k jackpot with 68lb. A very worthy Silverfish Champion!  

So that finally rounds off a pretty good silverfish season for me. Now there’s hopefully just enough time to get back on 

the river before I dust off the shallow rigs! 
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16th March 

Fished the last Golden Rod feeder qualifier of the 

year today at Larford. I’ve had a cracking day 

catching 70lb 10oz of bream and skimmers from 

the middle of the chalet bank of Speci Lake. Just 

82lb won my 20-peg zone, so I just needed one 

decent, but very elusive, carp to see me over the 

line, but alas it was not to be. Still can’t grumble at 

over 70lb of silvers on the feeder in March!  

Gearwise I used an 11ft Horizon Pro Commercial 

Feeder all day, matched with an ultra smooth HX 

Pro 4000 reel loaded with 8lb XD Mono. For bait I 

used Sonubaits Washed Out Bandums, pellets and 

corn over fishery micros glugged in my favourite 

Washed Out Bait Booster.  

A big well done Adam Rooney on winning with a 

big 245lb and Alex Walker and Sam Brown for also 

qualifying with 82lb and 96lb zone-winning 

weights. 

Double header at Tunnel Barn at the weekend and two 

more end pegs(!). Saturday on the big money March 

match I drew peg 2 on House, which can be great if 

there’s a warm wind blowing that way, so went there full 

of optimism. Sadly it was bitterly cold with multiple hail-

storms and the clearest I’ve seen the lake! I had 60lb 

which was the best weight down our end but Rich Board-

man paralysed the section with 120lb off House 6. I 

hoped to catch on meat but could only get bites on mag-

gots. Seemed like you had to be on a few for the spam to 

work its magic. Well done Andy Bennett winning with 

150lb off Extension 23.  Next day was the first match of 

qualifier season for me, starting with the Maver Match 

This. A bit disappointed to draw peg 29 on Extension as 

it’s a few pegs too far up and usually full of runts, but at 

least I had some room and was out of the wind.  

Once again I could only catch on maggots and despite lashing them in I couldn’t get any bites shallow. Still had 

a busy day catching loads of little F1s and about 30lb of lovely dark skimmers for 80lb 10oz. Needed just anoth-

er 6oz to win the section, but that honour went to Aid Mansfield on peg 35! Jordan won our lake with 138lb off 

Extension 23 again. A very big well done to Bradley Gibbons qualifying with 150lb off Canal 11.  

So two decent days fishing but never really felt I was in a winning area. Back there next Saturday for the Fisho 

and hoping to draw a bung hole full of big carp and F1s! 
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Sensas Challenge 2024  
The Sensas UK Final took place on March 24th and 25th on the Gloucester Canal. At the end of the 

two rounds, victory went to Team Sensas Starlets A made up of Darran Bickerton, Sean Ashby, Steve 

Hemingray, Cameron Hughes and Mark Downes. 

INTERVIEW WITH MARK DOWNS                                                                                                                                         

Mark Downes: “After spending two days training, we quickly realized that the fishing was going to be very diffi-

cult. There were good sectors but also more difficult ones. It is for this reason that we have decided to adopt a 

cautious approach in certain sectors. Our strategy was as follows. We decided to make a shot between 5 and 7 

m depending on the water depth, placing only two balls of groundbait with 30 ml of mess in the cup. This 

groundbait was composed of Sensas 3000 Gros Gardons Fine Mouture and Sensas 3000 Canal noire. We added 

as much black Somme soil as primer. We did the same thing at 11m except we dropped 4 balls of groundbait 

into the cup with 100ml of clutter. 

We also dropped 4 balls with 100ml of clutter at 12.5m. We also added cut earthworms and dead pinkies and 

sticky Somme soil. The erratic wind could carry the fish further offshore and we also noticed that the fish could 

hold behind the bait. 

The strategy described above applied to the most difficult sectors. For less difficult sectors, we applied the same 

strategy by making 3 shots except that we doubled the quantities of primer used. 

We started by fishing between 5 and 7 m depending on the sector (this depended on the depth of water we had 

at this distance depending on the sector), then, when there were no more bites, we then left for the 11 m shot 

and when this was off, we set off on the furthest shot at 12.5 m. A small pellet in the cup every 15 minutes al-

lowed the action to be reactivated. 

On the most difficult sectors, we did not do badly with the following results over the two days: 1, 1, 2, 2, 3, 3; 

over both days, which I think helped us win the competition. 

It was a great event and everyone enjoyed it despite the difficult fishing. Everyone is already waiting for next 

year's edition, hoping this time that there will be more fish there! » 
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Team Dorking 2nd 
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Sensas 2014 Top 7 Result Sheet 
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ENGLAND SQUADS NAMED FOR NATIONS & EUROS 2024 

ENGLAND manager Mark Downes has selected his squads for the 2024 World and European Champi-

onships this week and is looking to build on the success of last year's events. 

In 2023 the squad staged an incredible second day charge which saw them earn team silver and both 

silver and bronze individual medals at the Worlds in Spain. 

Captain William Raison also claimed the individual silver at the 2023 Euros with the team just a cou-

ple of fish shy of a bronze medal too. 

This year England will travel to our continental neighbours France and The Netherlands for the two 

big events. 

Heading to The Netherlands in June to take on Europe’s best will be England captain William Raison, 

plus Simon Willsmore, Sean Ashby, James Dent, Matt Godfrey, and Cam Hughes. 

William will also lead the team out at the World Championship in Bethune, northern France in Sep-

tember as England look to build on their recent form. The squad will be the same as that which won 

silver in Spain last year with Steve Hemingray, Sean Ashby, James Dent, Matt Godfrey, and Cam 

Hughes. 

“For the first time in as long as I can remember both the World and Euros are on north western Eu-

rope’s canal systems…but both are totally different,”revealed Mark, who will be supported by a 

team of backroom staff led by Assistant Manager Darran Bickerton. 
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“The Euros are on the Princess Margaret Canal in the north of Holland near Spannenberg and it looks to 

be a good venue with skimmers and bream providing the bulk of the catches. 

“It’s a little early in the season though, and the fish may not have returned to the venue in large num-

bers after spawning. Long and short pole will be the only methods here, and the size of bream caught 

will be the deciding factor.” 

The World Champs venue is a little closer to home –just an hour south of Calais –and many of the 

squad have fished it recently. 

“Most of the squad fished the venue at Bethune in last year’s European Sensas Challenge final,”Mark 

confirmed. 

“It was a reasonable venue with bream and skimmers on the long pole determining the main section 

points, but gobies will also play a part, especially as the week of practice progresses. 

“There are many roach here, but they are very difficult to catch. Hopefully with a full week on the ven-

ue and an early competition two weeks before, it will give us plenty of time to get the tactics, baits, and 

feeding sorted.” 

With both events close to home Mark is expecting a good turnout of England supporters on the bank at 

each championships. 

* Angling Trust members can also take advantage of cut-price ferry deals with DFDS from the UK over 

to Amsterdam and Calais or Dunkirk as part of their membership. 

More info here https://anglingtrust.net/.../discounts-fishing-holidays/... 

EUROPEAN CHAMPS SQUAD 

Prinses Margriet Canal, The Netherlands –June 29 & 30 

William Raison (Captain) 

Sean Ashby 

James Dent 

Matt Godfrey 

Cam Hughes 

Simon Willsmore 

NATIONS WORLD CHAMPS SQUAD 

Bethune, France –September 21 & 22 

William Raison (Captain) 

Sean Ashby 

James Dent 

Matt Godfrey 

Steve Hemingray  Cam Hughes 
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Will Raison Reports  

1st March 

Couple of busy days, firstly my first visit to Southend farm 

for a practice for the fish south final , lovely place with lots 

of fish and everyone was very welcoming,,,I can see why 

John picked it as the final venue,,,seems like there are lots 

of fish and iv got a few matches coming up,so hopefully I 

can work something out!!!!. 

Yesterday was the last match on middle lake for the John 

cook league,, really thought I was going to draw a cor-

ner,but didn't!!!!, peg 87 , decided to just fish for carp ,had 

3 on the bomb and a few down the edge late on the pole ,, 

finished with 57 lb ,one out of the money,6 th in the 

league,which I'm happy with,needed to draw an end or cor-

ner to compete as the league was decided on weight,,, well 

done to Ian Dixon on the win and a massive thanks to John 

2nd March 

Open match at Southend farm to-

day ,drew peg 6 ,,had a lovely day catch-

ing short, and a few long ,,for 96 lb and 

the match win !!!. 

Fed advantage bait's green bream long 

and F1 advantage bait's with micros and 

dead maggots,, caught on worms and pel-

lets,,so many fish there for the first two 

hours,then it went a bit funny,,need to get 

the long line sorted as this is very im-

portant,think I fed to much long at the 

start ,,,, great day's fishing and definitely 

learnt a bit for the final ,,, everyone has 

had a few fish , with Mark Goddard com-

ing second with 70 lb ,,let's hope the good 

pegs keep coming!!!!!!!! 



53 

 

3rd March 

Open on syndicate lake today and I drew peg 134 again ,,had 

a lovely day catching 3 carp on the bomb early,then 2 carp 

and 45 lb of Skimmers on the pole,, maggots over advantage 

bait's green bream did the trick again!!!!. 

Finished with 95 lb for 3 rd in the match and winning the sil-

ver pool,,it's fished really well with fish all over the lake !!!! 

6th March 

Open match at Southend farm today, 

drew peg 5 ,next to where I was Satur-

day,,fished a similar match,but caught 

more fish long ,,such a good venue,, end-

ed up with 96 lb of Skimmers and bream 

for 3 rd in the match!!!! 

9th March 

Back at Southend farm today for the open 

match,drew peg 21 Infront of the car 

park,,,a lovely peg . 

Caught a few long ,then really well short,all 

over advantage bait's green bream. 

Ended up with 89 lb ,which won the day !!!! 
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16th March 

ish south silver fish final today at 

Southend farm,,drew a nice peg , per-

manent peg 24 ,,with the temperature 

rising I had a feeling it might be too 

deep ,caught a few fish in the first 3 

hours,but couldn't catch regular-

ly,,had a fantastic last hour ,to finish 

with 96 lb , which was second in the 

match,,, caught really well late over 

advantage bait's green bream and 

dead maggots. 

Massive well done to Mickey Williams 

who won the match on peg 1 with an 

awesome display!!!!. 

Great event,, massive thanks to Jon 

cook for running the event,,,and to 

everyone at Southend farm,,such a great venue and one of the best silver fish venues I've ever been 

to!!!!. Had a fantastic day,in great company,,roll on next year,,I'll be trying very hard to get back to South-

end farm,,it's that good !!!!!!! 

23rd March 

First day of the sensas final,, managed to win my section 

with 2.200 kilos ,,,canal has fished really hard in areas ,as a 

team ,we have scored 8 points ,so at the moment we are up 

there ,,need a good draw tomorrow!!!! 

24th March 

Second day of the sensas final on the Gloucester canal,,I drew 

peg B32 , which was in the middle of Simms,,had a great start , 

catching Skimmers and roach ,, really hard the second half of 

the match ,,ended up with 1.920 kilo ,which won the sec-

tion!!!. 

We finished second as a team , getting beat by starlet's by half 

a point !!!!!!. Individually, I finished second with 2 points, 

getting beat on weight by Frankie,,well done mate ,great per-

formance!!!!. Thanks to sensas for running a fantastic 

event,,it's hard fishing,but I love the Gloucester,the first time I 

fished it in 1989 I fell in love with it ,,yes I've had some bad 

day's there ,but where don't you,,,roll on next year , maybe we 

can go one better!!!!! 
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ENGLAND LADIES SQUAD NAMED FOR 2024 WORLD CHAMPS 

 

Angling Trust England Ladies man-

ager Dave Brooks has selected one 

of the strongest line ups of anglers 

ever assembled for the 2024 Ladies 

Coarse World Champs, following 

his assessment day at Makins last 

weekend. 

 

Retaining their places from last 

year’s squad are reigning World 

Champion Helen Dagnall, plus Sa-

mantha Sim, Kayleigh Dowd, May Potter, and Leanne Knott. 

 

They’ll be joined by two new anglers earning their first caps for their country in former Ladies National 

Champ Sarah Taylor, and 2023 National bronze medallist Chloe Raynor. 

 

The England team will be heading over to Portugal in August to take on the searing heat and Mondego 

River where barbel-like borga, gudgeon, and barbel will be the target species. It’s a venue which has 

been good to England in the past with team legend Wendy Locker winning individual gold there in the 

90s to kick off a medal-laden career. 

 

“The attitude of all the ladies who took part in the assessment day was superb,”revealed Dave, who 

was assisted on the bank by coach Jason Kirk. “We’ve been keeping an eye on several of the anglers 

over the winter and it’s clear they have been working hard on silverfish matches and leagues to get 

themselves the skills to get into the squad.” 

 

Dave revealed that it was also great to see young anglers coming through with 14-year-old Elle Pedrick 

the standout performer with the best catch of the day with 31lb of silvers. 

 

“The future is certainly strong, and we’ll be working with the younger ones over the next few years to 

help them make the huge step up from domestic fishing to international level,”added Dave. 



56 

 

ENGLAND MASTERS FEEDER TEAM ASSESSMENT DAY – GET 

INVOLVED! 

 

The Angling Trust is call-

ing on the best feeder 

anglers over 55 years of 

age to apply for an as-

sessment day for the 

2024 England Masters 

Feeder squad. 

 

Team manager Nigel 

Franks and captain Tom 

Pickering are looking for anglers with the right abilities to suit the 2024 competition venues –in Hunga-

ry and Belgium –and to further strengthen the team going forward. 

The team will be fishing the World Masters Feeder Championship in Hungary on the rowing course in 

Szeged, travelling out in late September for the event on October 5-6. 

 

Shortly afterwards, the second European Feeder Cup event will take place in Belgium and is currently 

scheduled for October 14-18. It will be fished on the same venue Dean Barlow’s England Feeder team 

won silver in 2022. 

 

“We’re not only looking for the best feeder anglers but also those with the right characteristics to fish 

at world championship level and the willingness to blend in with the current team members,”ex-

plained Nigel. 

 

“Both events are self-funded equally by all the team members so you should be aware that cost for 

each competition could be £1500-£2000/person. Although we do carry out some fund-raising activities 

which you will be expected to assist with, you will also need to have your own/share transportation.” 

 

Due to take place in late May/early June, the location for the assessment day is yet to be set but will be 

fished to FIPS international feeder rules. 

 

The qualifying age for this year’s Masters Feeder squad is 55 years or over on 31 December 2023. Pro-

spective anglers can apply here… 
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NEWS REPORT 

RECORD PIKE CAUGHT 

Pending British Pike Record holder Lloyd Watson, captor of the 47 pounds 5 ounce fish from Chew 

Valley 

He told friends 

“I’ve been planning this trip with my friend Nick Skirrow for months. It’s my first time on the water 

and Nick has only fished it briefly. Honestly,I have hardly slept over the past weeks and me and Nick 

have put in a lot of homework. We studied recent captures of big fish and tried to identify areas that 

the big fish were coming from. The bush I’m standing next to right now is one of those spots. 

Anyway, we both slept in the van last night and we were first out of the blocks this morning, just in 

front of Ben Humber from Fox.  

Tackling up in the dark took a while and we could not clearly see the lake. We are using bait boats to 

drop the baits off in areas that are likely to attract pike. Bait was a smelt and I added a few chopped 

herring pieces for extra attraction. Getting the bait positioned was tricky. It was blowing a gale with 

big waves and as I sat down to sip a brew, dawn just minutes from breaking, I just knew I had to repo-

sition the second bait. It would mean, I knew, sacrificing valuable minutes of fishing at the absolute 

peak time for these big chew pike - just after dawn. 

I risked it anyway, got the bait in the right place and a few minutes later, the re-positioned rod started 

jumping and I found myself playing a huge pike.  

When we got it to the bank I thought that I was looking at an alligator gar! I have been pike fishing for 

more than 30 years and I have never seen a pike anything like this!” 
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Sean Ashby Reports 
2nd March 

Back to Meadowlands for the 6th league match. Drew 8 on 

Warren, can be a great area. 

Started on pellets at 14m and never came off them. 48 

skimmers plus 5 roach weighing  36.10 to win the match. 

Wind in my face all day. Freezing it was! 

Fished a 0.3 Basey to a 14 pellet hook. 

Even better Cam was second with 25lb!! 

With Steve Hemm third it was a hotdogs 123. 

16th March 

After last week's disappointing day at 

Barston for the AT Silvers final where I 

never had a bite I was at Ryecroft for the 

final round of the Drennan silvers lge. I 

was 5th overall going  into the match over 

30lb behind the leader Steve Winters. I 

thought a peg on Carp lake would give me 

a chance to finish well up in he frame. 

Carp lake 16 stuck to my hand. Absolutely 

a great peg on its day. Started long with 

pellets catching around 15lb before it 

died after 90 minutes, tried to catch shal-

low but only odd fish. Came into 6m with 

just over 2hrs  to go, caught odd skim-

mers before it went mad. Caught big 

bream until last 45 mins, then nothing 

until last 10mins when I caught another8 

lb.  

Finished with 64.04 to win the match and some-

how overtook Steve to take the league by a 

pound from fellow hotdogs Wako who had 51lb 

on my lake. 
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24th March 

Just got back from a very tough Sen-

sas Challenge on the Gloucester ca-

nal. The venue fished a lot harder 

than in previous years with a cold 

wind a factor. 

Day 1 I was at Castle 376 past 

the.bay. started well catching some 

small skimmers and roach at 8m 

before it died. Struggled then with 

just odd bites at 13m to end with 

3.410 which was 3rd beaten by the 

end peg and Alex Caudin who had a 

bream and lots of small roach. The 

team managed 10 pts on the day to 

come 3rd behind Dorking and Barns-

ley on 8. 

Day 2 was at the dreaded Slim-

bridge which had been terrible with 

several dry nets, I was 6 pegs down 

from the entrance so thought I gad a chance of a few fish. Caught a tiny ruffle after 10 mins then no more bites 

until the 3rd hour when I suddenly started catching tiny roach, It started to fade and I never had a bite last 45 

mins. Finished with 20 odd fish for 920g to win the section. 

The rest of the team had done brilliant to score 18.5 pts and just pipped Dorking by half a point. 

Well done to Frankie on the individual win, outstanding performance.  

 

Final round of the Sivers lge at Meadowlands today. Drew 44 on the 

pump bank. Was relatively happy until I saw Cam Hughes was on the 

end peg 43!!! 

Started and finished on the 7m line feeding 3 pts of casters plus worms 

and groundbait (power green and sweet magic)with a strung out 0.6 

rig. Caught mostly roach with 2 bream to weigh 42.8 which was 2nd in 

section to Gary Miller on peg 49. Ended up 4th on the day and 2nd in 

the lge. 

Great end to a brilliant 2 weeks. Won the Ryecroft lge, 2nd in the 3 day 

festival and Starlets winning the Sensas Challenge. Now a break before 

2 weeks in ireland!! 

Well done to Darren and Simon on a perfectly run league and massive 

congratulations to Steve Winters on the win. 

Going to miss the craic in the pubs after the match with all the follow 

hotdogs. Roll on next Autum!!! 
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Half a Century of Irish 

Angling. 

By Geoff Copper 
Yes I guess it's getting on 50 years since I first 

visited Ireland.  

I started doing a few 'How to fish' talks for a 

holiday company and the owner suggested 

that seeing as what I was preaching was aimed 

at Irish rivers and lakes it would be a good idea    

if I gave the place a visit. 

Although my immediate family had left Ireland to go to Sheffield and my dads uncles had instilled into me 

that Guinness was like drinking cream of the Gods I wasn't that happy about it. Their was still a bit of  

trouble about then and the thought of having a stick of dynamite shoved up my jacksy brought out the 

coward in me big style. 

Having had my arm well and truly twisted and the assurance all would be well I departed from Holyhead 

on the old rolling tub known as the Leinster. It was dark, pitch black in fact and raining as I made my way 

through Dublin. The roads then weren't exactly the best either. No road signs and what there were most 

of em had been turned round facing in the opposite direction. My destination was Cartontroy a suburb of 

Athlone. Four hours later by pure fluke I arrived in the vicinity but totally lost. There was a small isolated 

cottage by the road with a glimmer of light shining through the drawn curtain. With some trepidation I 

knocked on the door which was answered by an elderly gentleman. I asked him if he new the people I was 

going to stay with. He replied he did and walked down his path and got in my car. He immediately started 

to tell me where to go and off we went down narrow lanes in the pouring rain. Thoughts of kidnap and 

ransom or even worse traversed through my head as we drove for a good five minutes until arriving at a 

well lit bungalow. 'This is the place,' he said as he stepped out of the car. I told him to get back in as I 

would take him back. 'Ah you,ll only get lost again,' he said as he vanished in to the darkness and still 

bombarded by a deluge of heavy rain. 

Some stories need to be cut short as I will this. If you don't maybe folk bet bored reading and on the other 

hand there has to be a story for another day. 

 My home for the next two weeks was with Pat and PJ. PJ was the detective sergeant in Athlone and as 

mad as a bunch of frogs in a very special way. What a wonderful special guy who was to become a good 

friend. Pat his wife was her part of the double act and it would be no problem writing a book about the 

fun over the years I 

had with them. 
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My first mornings  fishing was at Burgess Park on the Shan-

non which then was affectionately known as the tip. It was 

where Athlone council dumped all their rubbish and if you 

didn't watch your bait the rats would eat as much as the 

Bream. First cast the tip went round and a big slab slid over 

my landing net rim, then another and another. Three days 

of that and it was not only repetitive but sad to say a bit 

boring. My search and love of Ireland then began. 

 

I fished the canal at Rahan with my new Shakespeare Victory 9m full carbon pole. It was a real goodun 

then. The canal  was heaven and unfished. lily fringed and full of fish this time big Rudd, hybrids and a 

smaller stamp of Bream than the river but boy did they go. I visited Gowna, Garadice and other places 

that took my eye as I familiarized myself with this angling paradise. What had become blatantly obvious 

to me was the fact that the Irish didn't fish. The ones that I came across that did used a branch from a 

tree with line that would anchor the Ark Royal. Amazingly they caught a few fish which were taken for 

consumption or just left on the bank to die. 

I have to tell you folks, things have changed over the years. It became noticeable how rods were being 

used with reels on them. Rough as a bears arse at first but copping on quicker than a drunk driving down 

a one way street. There tackle becamerefined. Irish lads not only began to fish Festivals along side the 

British. They not only fished with em but began to beat them on a regular basis. Clubs have been formed 

and some waters protected by those that fish them. We have a nucleus of talent and the pleasing thing 

is there is more to come. We now have some very good youth anglers coming through the system. Not 

by chance however as a dedicated team are making sure the lads are being coached on a professional 

basis. The youth team is led by joint managers Adriane Browne and Nick Richards ably supported by un-

der 20 coach James O'Doherty. The specific aim is to improve their angling potential so as to compete at 

World level. Development days are held on a regular basis and the scheme is open to all young up and 

coming anglers. 

The NCFFI usually pay the entry fees for the World youth Championships 

but the balance for the rest of the trip is self funded. As you can imagine 

this is no easy task and to say the budget is tight is a bit of an understate-

ment. Fund raising events are held and any form of sponsorship is more 

than welcome. To perform at this level some of our lads have to rely on 

match tackle donated second hand or other wise. Youth team managers 

can be contacted on their Facebook page Fishingtackle4youths or Face-

book messenger Youth Team Ireland. 

 Having already produced one under 18 World Champion and the poten-

tial to produce more is there to see. I ask on their behalf if any of you out 

there can help in any way please contact Nick or Adrian directly. 

                                                                                                                                                      Luke Tully 

Riverside steps by the Shan-

non – Burgess Park, Athlone  
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Fun side of Fishing 



65 

 

 

 

 

 

Subscribe  



66 

 

 



67 

 

Fishing Tackle Box 
Just Some Items for Sales on our Sister Facebook Page for more items for sale go to  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/fishingtacklebox 
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View on 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/fishingtacklebox 
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View on 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/

fishingtacklebox 
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THE CURSE OF MATCHFISHING (CHEATING) 
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End of Season Catches  
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Clive @angling-news.co.uk 
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John C Essex  
Just thought I would post a short piece about Frank Oates, top    

angler in his day during the late 40s and 1950’s and fishing historian 

extraordinaire. Frank wrote a number of angling related books 

though the most important and well known of those is ‘Match        

Fishing – How to Join the Ranks of the Experts’ published in 1957.   

A joiner by trade, he learnt his ‘art’ skills having been a draughts-

man for the MOD at the outbreak of the Second World War. His  

artwork can be described as quaint but since acquiring Frank’s pho-

to library it’s quite clear that many of his illustrations were derived 

from photographs of actual events and matches. This can be seen 

from the attached photos and excerpts from his book Match Fishing. I always thought the drawing of the 

‘fat legged’ man rather odd but if you look at the original photo it is a fairly true depiction of the York and 

District maestro Ron, aka ‘Fatty', Davies.  
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Match Results March 2024 
Blythe Waters Open, Solihull, W. Mids. Wed (22 fished). Dave O’Neill 106-0-0; Alister Fraser 43-10-0; Micky Stokes 

36-10-0. 

Earlswood Lakes Open, Solihull, W. Mids. Sat. Dave Stacey 42-8-0; Alan Jones 37-0-0; Jez Harris 27-12-0. 

Embryo Kiveton Waters, Sheffield, S. Yorks. Sun 17th Mar., Open, Rose’s Lake. Richard Allen 101-1-0; Glyn Ball 83-

14-0; Mick Brownell 59-8-0. Tues., Bomb & Feeder Open, Eve’s Lake. Michael Dawson 61-5-0; David Briggs 38-6-0; 

Paul Massey 34-12-0. Wed., Over 50’s Open, Rose’s Lake. Geoff Mawby 76-8-0; Paul Walker 58-5-0; Peter Gould 37-

5-0. Thurs., Open, Eve’s Lake. Ricky Darby 123-2-0; Darren Parker 102-14-0. (only top two supplied). 

Peter Caton’s Sciver Match, Boddington Reservoir, nr. Byfield, Northants. Tues. Pegs 2-12: N. Franklin 33-6-0; S. 

Gent 21-12-0; Karl Mullen 17-8-0. Pegs 69-80: Stu Palser 36-4-0; Peter Caton 17-8-0; M. Williams 7-9-0. Pegs 83-92: 

Wayne Sharman 84-5-0; D. Sanders 55-4-0; N. Russell 50-6-0. 

Stillwaters 

Castle AC Pairs League, Canons, Northants. Sun 17th Mar. Dick Ashby & Rog-

er Adkins 6-9-0; Steve Page & Gary Keetly 5-12-0; Dick Cullen & Dave White 

5-10-0. 

Castle Ashby Opens, Grendon, Northants. Wed 13th Mar., Grendon Lake. 

Paul Robinson 40-11-0; (Joint 2nd) John Bazeley 28-15-0; Courtney Hewlett 

28-15-0. Sat 16th Mar., Brickyard Pool. Courtney Hewlett 36-1-0; Frank Pizzi-

menti 26-12-0; (Joint 3rd) Alan Coleman 24-9-0; Paul Beasley 24-9-0. Sun., 

Grendon Lake. Phil Wintle 42-10-0; Ian Drage 25-4-0; Matt Ellson 21-6-0. 

Langold Country Park, Worksop, Notts. Sun 17th Mar., Open, Langold Lake. 

Dave Lawrence 17-10-0; Craig Brunt 8-9-0; Steve Cooper 7-5-0. 

 

Patshull Park Fishery, Great Lake, Pattingham, Staffs. Sun (21 fished). Deeps Section: Rich Lawson (Vespe) 16-14-0 

(bream and skimmers on pole tactics) Phil Davies (DH Angling) 8-4-0 (small skimmers on the feeder); Mike Careless 

(Monkhall) 8-1-0 (small skimmers on the feeder); Paul Bucknell (Little Dawley AC) 5-4-0. 

 

Worsbrough Reservoir Open, Barnsley, S. Yorks. Sun 17th Mar (30 

fished). Nick Speed 82-0-0; Paul Coope 48-0-0; Alan Barker 40-0-0. 

Section winners: Section 1 – Danny Stokes 16-0-0; Section 2 – Bran-

don Fowler 24-0-0; Section 3 – Darren Pressland 35-0-0; Section 4 – 

John Kelly 24-0-0; Section 5 – Josie Chris Trimnell 32-0-0. (bream and 

skimmer weights). 
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Alders Farm Fishery, Gt. Brickhill, Bucks. Sun 17th Mar., Open, Ash Lake. Gary Thorpe 212-0-0; Trevor Price 199-0-0; 

Dan Fox 99-0-0. 

Anglers Choice Middlesbrough Spring League, Round 5, The Oaks Lakes, Sessay, N. Yorks. Sat. Harry Wintersgill 110-

0-0; Shaun Glass 101-5-0; Phil Cooper 86-0-0 (no league placings supplied). 

Bateman Vine AC, Unwicks Farm Fishery, Hartlebury, nr. Kidderminster, Worcs. Sun., Hunter’s Pool. S. Mills 65-5-0 

(Golden peg win); N. Gater 28-0-0; D. Lester 19-5-0; C. Hariss 18-8-0. 

Bitterwell Lake Tuesday Silvers Open, Coalpit Heath, Bristol. Tues. Paul Isaacs 28-2-

0 (27 skimmers and one tench); Ricky Mills 20-14-0; Mat Taynton 19-6-0; Martin 

McMahon 17-6-0; Keith Turner 17-3-0; Ali Gibbs 16-0-0. Silvers Final Qualifier: 

Keith Turner. 

Blake Hall Fisheries, Cheadle, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffs. Sat., Blake Lake. Matthew 

Sellers 32-13-0; J. Riley 22-5-0; Nelly Edwards 12-13-0. 

Blundell Fishery, Rixton, Ches. Sat., Open, Trio & East Lakes. Andy Pearson 120-0-0 

(138-6-0) (F1s to 7lb on poled maggot down the edge); Chris Weeder (Chris Weed-

er Jnr. Angling) 118-2-0 (carp to 6lb on poled maggot down the edge); Dave Swain 

(Garbolino/Dynamite) 92-6-0. 

Bradshaw Hall Fisheries, Bolton, Gtr. Manchester. Sat., Open, Lake 9. Paul Jenneys 

48-5-0; Graig Dickinson 42-2-0; Aaron Wright 37-0-0. 

Brookside Fisheries, Warrington, Ches. Sat., Open, Snake Lakes 1 & 2. Stuart 

Conroy 116-5-0; Steve Carrier 101-13-0; Dean Edwards 93-14-0. 

Castle Ashby Opens, Grendon, Northants. Wed 13th Mar., Grendon Lake. Paul Robinson 40-11-0; (Joint 2nd) John 

Bazeley 28-15-0; Courtney Hewlett 28-15-0. Sat 16th Mar., Brickyard Pool. Courtney Hewlett 36-1-0; Frank Pizzi-

menti 26-12-0; (Joint 3rd) Alan Coleman 24-9-0; Paul Beasley 24-9-0. Sun 17th Mar., Grendon Lake. Phil Wintle 42-

10-0; Ian Drage 25-4-0; Matt Ellson 21-6-0. 

Flore & Brockhall AC Teams of Three Final, Dog Lane Fishery, Napton-on-the-Hill, Warks. Sun 17th Mar. Steve Bar-

ratt (Newbold) 21-7-0; Gil Corn (The George) 21-6-0; Brian Johnson (The George) 20-13-0. Top team on the day: 

Newbold. Final league: Newbold 78; The George 65.5; Regulars 60; Dolphins 59; Reliants 46.5. 

Glebe AC, Makins Fishery, Bramcote, Nuneaton, Warks. Sun 17th Mar. Vince Battams 92-6-0; Russ Colton 63-10-0; 

Andy Belham 36-15-0. 

Hawkesbury Hall Farm, Bedworth, Warks. Sun., Open, Match Pool (12 fished). John Kidd (Hawkesbury) 44-2-0 (carp 

to 9lb on poled corn); Bob Palmer (Hawkesbury) 35-5-0 (carp to 4lb plus two bream to 4lb on poled corn and pel-

let); Paul Thompson (Hawkesbury) 28-14-0 (carp to 6lb on pole-fished soft pellet). 

High Heyes Farm Fishery (The Catteries) Open, Chorley, Lancs. Sat. Kevin Monks 58-12-0; James Declouet 52-8-0; 

Jordan Cameron 35-8-0; Paul Billington 28-4-0. 

Hilton Park Fishery Open, Shareshill, Wolverhampton, W. Mids. Sat. Icky Kull (Fatty’s Baits & Tackle) 54-14-0 (F1s 

and carp on pole tactics); Carl Bowater 50-11-0 (F1s and carp on pole tactics); Gavin Whyman 44-9-0 (F1s and carp 

on pole tactics). 

Izaak Walton Fishery Winter League, Round 5, Chebsey, Stafford, Staffs. Sun. E. Knight 107-13-0; Dan Deakin 86-0-0; 

Robbie Dale 82-13-0; P. Hudson 82-6-0; Luke Pemberton 61-12-0. (no league placings supplied). 

Lagoon AC, Furtho Manor Farm, Milton Keynes, Bucks. Sun 17th Mar., Lagoon Pool. Barry Witteridge 2-14-0 (one 

tench). (the rest DNW). 

 



86 

 

Meadowlands Teams of Three League, Final Round (5), Ryton-on-Dunsmore, Warks. Sun 17th Mar., Lambsdown 

Lake & Warren Pool (42 fished). Peter Caton (Captain Crooks) 201-6-0; Steve Ringer (Guru/Daiwa) 195-8-0; Karl 

Mullen (Sicarios) 112-7-0; Carl Barnfield (Foxes) 111-4-0; Stu Palser (Captain Croosk) 105-4-0; I. Lillystore 

(Tornadoes) 91-8-0. Teams: Captain Crooks 8; Guru/Daiwa 9 (351-4-0); Tornadoes 9 (250-11-0); Ginger Ninjas 15; 

Casemore Baits 17; Sicarios 18. Final league: Guru/Daiwa 68 (1,090-2-0); Captain Crooks 68 (1,027-6-0); Casemore 

Baits 79; Ginger Ninjas 96 (820-14-0); Sicarios 96 (683-1-0); Tornadoes 103. 

Molly’s Fisheries Silvers Open, Wigan, Gtr. Manchester. Sat. Ian Blakeley (Leigh Tackle & Bait) 29-13-0; Graham 

Sixsmith 29-10-0; Colin Wood (Wood’s Floats) 26-12-0. 

Monkhall Fishery, Monkhopton, nr. Bridgnorth, Shrops. Wed 13th Mar., Open, Swallow Pool. Rob Jeaps (Monkhall) 

93-12-0; Simon Harris (Little Dawley AC) 80-2-0; James Woodfine (Maver Midlands) 73-0-0. Sat 16th Mar., Open, 

Hawk Pool. Andy Kyte (Middle Severn Angling) 131-12-0; Rob Jeaps (Monkhall) 88-0-0; Romeo Wang (Monkhall) 86-

10-0. Sun 17th Mar., Open, Buzzard Pool. Glen Monks (Monkhall) 149-0-0; Mark Rundle (Monkhall) 125-4-0; Johnny 

Rouse (Monkhall) 115-10-0. 

Nene/Towcester AC, Furtho Manor Farm, Milton Keynes, Bucks. Wed 13th Mar. John Broughton 7-0-0; Harry Harris 

1-2-0; Brian Ayliff 1-0-0. 

Nisa Feeders Open, Makins Fishery, Bramcote, Nuneaton, Warks. Wed., Phase One – Lakes Three & Four. Joe 

Carass (NuFish) 77-9-0 (decent carp on the feeder to the island); Daz Milne (Hinckley) 75-1-0 (carp on the pole, shal-

low); Andy Findlay (Preston Innovations) 65-7-0; Sam Collett (NuFish / Dynamite) 57-11-0; LJ Stroud (The Rod 

Squad) 40-0-0; Ricky Arms (Hinckley) 31-7-0. 

Osprey AC, Castle Ashby, Grendon, Northants. Sun 17th Mar., Brickyard Pool. Andy Knell 31-12-0; Ray Radon 26-1-

0; John Bazeley 20-15-0. 

Packington Somers Fisheries, Meriden, W. Mids. Wed., Solihull Angling Centre Open, Big Geary’s Pool (14 fished). 

John Burchell 96-2-0 (carp and skimmers on poled maggot); Andy Christie 88-9-0 (carp on poled pellet); Jon Newton 

77-3-0 (carp on the pellet waggler and poled maggot); Lee Davis 77-2-0 (carp on the Method feeder and poled pel-

let). Sat., Open, Big Geary’s Pool (20 fished). Barry Byrd 93-7-0 (carp on poled maggot down the edge); Trevor 

Hodges 53-2-0 (carp on the Method feeder); Lee Davis 49-13-0 (carp on poled pellet); Dave Roberts 45-14-0 (carp 

on bomb and pellet). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Packington Somers Fisheries Big Geary’s Silver League, Final Round (4) Meriden, W. Mids. Sun., Big Geary’s Pool (24 

fished). Alan Hancox 22-12-0; Brad Smith 18-5-0; Dave Elliott 17-10-0; Martin Wood 17-9-0. Final league: 

(Octogenarian) Dave Elliott 3 (78-8-0); Trevor Hougham 3 (51-4-0); Martin Wood 4 (62-6-0); Jon Newton 4 (55-6-0); 

Brad Smith 4 (46-15-0); Alan Hancox 6 (53-8-0); Dave Ashdown 6 (47-5-0); Paul Mortimer 6 (42-4-0). 
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Partridge Lakes Fishery, Warrington, Ches. Sat., Open, Covey Lakes 1-4 (58 fished). John Nugent 96-10-0; Lee Lamb 

91-3-0; Martin Baldwin 75-14-0; Jake Waterworth 65-14-0; Neil Machin 60-6-0; Dan-

ny Aldred 58-2-0. 

Preston Innovations Boldings Pools, Bridgnorth, Shrops. Mon., Over’s 60 Open, Syca-

more Pool. Colin Reynolds (Preston Innovations Boldings) 140-0-0; Steve Owen 

(Monkhall) 129-12-0; Terry Edwards (Pool Hayes) 129-2-0; Dave Mortlock (Preston 

Innovations Boldings) 125-6-0; Bill Hill (Preston Innovations Boldings) 120-11-0. Wed., 

Open, Larch Pool. Gaz Willey (Walsall) 135-14-0; Dave Bowater (Preston Innovations 

Boldings) 121-8-0; Rich Pedlar (Bibby’s/Stone & District AC) 115-9-0; Les Willey 

(Walsall) 103-7-0; Gareth Unwin (Big C) 102-15-0. Sat., Oswestrians AC, Ash Pool. 

Clive Wynn 105-6-0; Colin Reynolds 91-14-0; Kenny Humphreys 86-14-0; Rob Hancox 

69-9-0; Terry Edwards 69-2-0. Sun., Open, Sycamore Pool. Rich Pedlar (Bibby’s/Stone 

& District AC) 153-9-0; Gary Smith (Maver Elite) 107-5-0; Steve Woodhall (Preston 

Innovations Boldings) 107-0-0; Matt Rathbone (St. Francis) 93-5-0; A. Tank (Walsall) 82-0-0. 

Spilsby AA, Toad Hall Fishery, Candlesby, Spilsby, Lincs. Wed. Tony Hancock 41-15-0; Neil Williams 36-12-0; Dave 

Andrew 24-4-0. 

Splinters AC, Peatlling Pools, Peatling Parva, Lutterworth, Leics. Wed 13th Mar., B. Lake. Tom Griffiths 114-6-0; Trev 

Griffiths 96-1-0; Dave Griffiths 83-5-0. Sun 17th Mar., C. Lake. Steve Johnson 106-5-0; Kev Elliott 87-11-0; Tom 

Griffiths 81-11-0. 

Stoppo’s Fishery Silvers Open, Coton-in-the-Elms, Derbys. Wed. Carl Yeomans 13-15-0 (skimmers to 2lb plus smaller 

samples on the short pole at 4 metres); Ian Saiger 13-2-0 (three big crucians and nice skimmers close in); John Har-

per 12-9-0 (mainly skimmers close in); Ian Foster 9-0-0 (skimmers on the short pole). 

The Cunneries Fishery, Eccleston, Chorley, Lancs. Sat., Open, Merlin & Hawk Pools. Stu Carroll 82-13-0; Jack 

Howarth 81-14-0; Ant Sheridan 81-2-0. 

The Oaks Lakes, Sessay, N. Yorks. Sat., Open, Cedar Lake. Andrew Shuttleworth 62-12-0 (F1s); Dave Kirby 56-7-0; 

Jonny James 55-0-0. 

The Old Hough Coarse Fishery, Middlewich, Ches. Sat., Open, Lower Benbo, Lucky Dip, Prospect & Goose Pools. 

Mike Anderson 72-10-0; Jay Phoenix 63-1-0; Mick Reed 56-6-0; Carl Day 53-13-0; Paul Davies 47-10-0; Dave Pimlott 

46-6-0. 

Todber Manor, Sturminster Newton, Dorset. Sat., Open, Hill View Lake (9 fished). Zac Brown 570-8-0; Henry Smith 

470-12-0; Phil Hardwick 428-8-0. 

Todber Manor Silver Fish Open, Sturminster Newton, Dorset. Sat., Ash Lake. 

Dan Ponting 20-4-0; Matt Skyme 19-12-0; Stu White 18-10-0. 

Weston Pools Opens, Oswestry, Shrops. Sat., Weir Pool. Chris Lane 110-12-0; 

Kevin Roderick 73-10-0; Adrian Chidlow 51-13-0. Sat., Canal Pool. Bob Williams 

83-13-0; Allan Hughes 81-4-0; Steve Openshaw 76-13-0. 

Whitmore Fisheries, Greenhalgh, Preston, Lancs. Sat., Open, East Canal (17 

fished). Richard Yates 48-12-0; Graham Carter 41-5-0; (Joint 3rd) Gary Gunn 31-

14-0; Jordan Bate 31-14-0. 
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Canal Results 
Cashmores MG, Trent & Mersey Canal, Priory Section, Rugeley, Staffs. Sat (22 fished). Mike Elcock 6-12-14; Carl Nicholls 3-15-0; 

Paul Vernon 3-7-4; John Dunkley 3-1-1; Ian Kent 2-8-3. 

Colmic Prostate Screening Fund Canal Championships 2024 Qualifier, Shropshire Union Canal (Wolverhampton AA Waters), 

Pendeford, W. Mids. Wed (18 fished). Paul Turner (Colmic UK) 11-9-0; Lee Richards (Wolverhampton AA) 7-6-8; Darren Barrett 

(B’ham) 6-6-13; Derek Owen (Rough Hay AC) 6-5-0; Chris Furnival (Unattached) 6-3-13; Owen Westwood (Wolverhampton AA) 

5-13-2. Qualifiers: Paul Turner (Colmic UK); Derek Owen (Rough Hay AC); Lee Richards (Wolverhampton AA); Darren Barrett 

(B’ham). 

Crewe MG Open, Waverton, nr. Chester, Ches. Sun (21 fished). Ben Clarke (Drennan NW) 6-10-0 

(skimmers and roach); Wendy Locker (Chester Tackle Locker) 5-7-8 (skimmers); Simon Loyley 

(Chester Tackle Locker) 5-2-0 (one bream plus bits); Paul Dobing (Sensas Lifestyle MG) 4-7-8 

(skimmers); Brian Pugh (Hodnet AC) 4-7-0 (skimmers); Ady Piggott (Cadence NW) 3-12-6 (mixed 

bag). 

Erewash Canal Spring League, Round 2, Langley Mill, Derbys. Sat. Derek Tomlinson (Soldiers & 

Sailors) 5-10-0 (four lobby perch); Derek Hicklin (Maver Central MVDE) 5-5-0; Julian Garner (Long 

Eaton Fed.) 3-14-8; Pete Allwood (Long Eaton Fed.) 3-12-8; John Johnson (Notts. AA Ramblers) 3-

11-0; John Lock (Loughborough Soar MG) 3-4-0. 

Goodyear AC, Staffordshire & Worcestershire Canal, Slade Heath, Coven, Staffs. Sun (13 fished). 

Steve Thomson (Goodyear AC) 3-8-8 (120+ gudgeon on pole-fished pinkie and squatt); Fred ‘the Bread’ Cheetham (Goodyear 

AC) 2-15-10 (one 10oz hybrid plus small roach on poled bread punch); Martin Spruce (Goodyear AC) 1-11-11 (roach and gudg-

eon on poled pinkie and squatt); Mark Foster (Goodyear AC) 1-10-10; Keith Hulland (Goodyear AC) 1-8-0; Mark Wyton 

(Goodyear AC) 1-7-0. 

HanKat Superteam AS Open, Stourbridge Canal, Old Strike Waters Pegs 4-23, Brierley Hill, W. Mids. Sat. Stu Cutler (HanKat Su-

perteam AS) 11-0-12 (roach and hybrids on pole-fished bread and caster); Andy Curless (Drennan NW) 7-5-0 (two tench plus 

2lb of small fish); Lee Woodhouse (HanKat Superteam AS) 4-15-1; Chris Rice (Sensas Black Country) 3-7-8; ‘Big’ Colin Talbot 

(Sparks MG) 3-6-4; Norman Wilson (Stourport) 3-3-0. Dedicated to the memory of Phil Simnett RIP. 

Nene/Towcester AC, Grand Union Canal, Stoke Bruerne Bottom Lock Section, Northants. Sun 17th Mar. Graham Martin 23-0-0; 

Darren Pannall 7-8-0; John Harris 6-8-0. 

Port Sunlight AC, Shropshire Union Canal, Stoak, Ellesmere Port, Ches. Sun. Frank Duckers 0K 950g; Paul Simpkins 0K 750g; 

Dave Hones 0K 700g. 

Stoke City DAA Individual Winter League, Final Round (6), Shropshire Union Canal, Norbury Junction, Stafford, Staffs. Sat (20 

fished). Alan Round (Sensas Lifestyle MG) 8-4-14 (all roach on poled caster and hemp); Paul Turner (Colmic UK) 7-6-3 (caster-

roach plus roach and gudgeon); Keith Hulland (Sensas Lifestyle MG) 7-1-12 (one 1lb 8oz perch plus roach and small skimmers); 

Dave Richards (Sensas Lifestyle MG) 5-9-8 (perch and roach on poled caster and worm); Fred ‘the Bread’ Cheetham (Sensas 

Lifestyle MG) 4-6-6 (all roach on poled bread punch); Keith Holbrook (Rough Hay AC) 4-5-5 (mixed bag). Final league: Dave 

Richards (Sensas Lifestyle MG) 9; Kev Perry (Cadence Superteam/Bait-Tech) 12; Fred ‘the Bread’ Cheetham (Sensas Lifestyle 

MG) 14; Keith Hulland (Sensas Lifestyle MG) 15 (three section wins); Dean Williams (Sensas Lifestyle MG) 15 (one section win); 

Lee Richards (Wolverhampton AA) 16 (on weight); Keith Holbrook (Rough Hay AC) 16. 

Storey’s Halesowen RBL, Worcester & Birmingham Canal, Hanbury, Worcs. Sun. John Billingham 2-0-8 (roach on poled bread 

punch); Kevin Clark 1-4-8; Lawrie Mulheron 1-4-0; Jon Baker 0-9-0; Geoff Garrish 0-7-12. 

Wellingborough AC Winter League, Final Round, Grand Union Canal, Foxton, Leics. Sun 17th Mar. Wayne Nixon 15-2-12; Nor-

man Bradshaw 9-11-0; Carl Smith 8-12-0. Teams: (Joint 1st) Colmic Blue & Wellingborough B. Final league: Nitro Stark 6; Colmic 

Blue 9; Nitro Aryzon 13. 
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FISHOMANIA 2024 QUALIFIERS REVEALED 

This year will see the nation’s biggest and best fisheries stage qualifying matches, with a new venue 
joining the rota and the return of two old favourites too. Here are the dates and venues for 2024… 

QUALIFIER 1 – Saturday March 30 – Tunnel Barn Farm Fishery, Shrewley, Warks – 120 pegs 

QUALIFIER 2 – Wednesday April 3 – Boldings Pools, Bridgnorth, Shropshire – 100 pegs 

QUALIFIER 3 – Saturday April 13 – Lindholme Lakes, Doncaster, Yorkshire – 120 pegs 

QUALIFIER 4 – Saturday April 20 – Partridge Lakes, Culcheth, Warrington – 100 pegs 

QUALIFIER 5 – Wednesday April 24 – Westwood Lakes, Boston, Lincolnshire – 100 pegs 

QUALIFIER 6 – Saturday April 27 – Old Hough Fishery, Middlewich, Cheshire – 100 pegs 

QUALIFIER 7 – Saturday May 4 – The Oaks Fishery, Sessay, North Yorkshire – 100 pegs 

QUALIFIER 8 – Wednesday May 8 – Moorlands Farm Fishery, Kidderminster, West Mids – 100 
pegs 

QUALIFIER 9 – Saturday May 11 – The Glebe Fishery, Peckleton, Leicestershire – 100 pegs 

QUALIFIER 10 – Wednesday May 15 – Weston Pools, Oswestry, Shropshire – 100 pegs 

QUALIFIER 11 – Wednesday May 22 – Makins Fishery, Bramcote, Nuneaton, Warks – 100 pegs 

QUALIFIER 12 – Wednesday May 29 – Hallcroft Fishery, Retford, Nottingham – 100 pegs 

QUALIFIER 13 – Saturday June 8 – Weston Pools, Oswestry, Shropshire – 100 pegs 

QUALIFIER 14 – Saturday June 15 – Partridge Lakes, Culcheth, Warrington – 100 pegs 

QUALIFIER 15 – Wednesday June 19 – Westwood Lakes, Boston, Lincolnshire – 100 pegs 

QUALIFIER 16 – Saturday June 22 – Monk Lakes, Marden, Kent – 100 pegs 

QUALIFIER 17 – Wednesday June 26 – Lindholme Lakes, Doncaster, Yorkshire – 100 pegs 

QUALIFIER 18 – Saturday June 29 – Gold Valley Lakes, Aldershot, Hampshire – 100 pegs 

QUALIFIER 19 – Wednesday July 10 – Tunnel Barn Farm Fishery, Shrewley, Warks – 120 pegs 

QUALIFIER 20 – Saturday July 13 – Marston Fields Fishery, Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands – 100 
pegs 

FINAL – Saturday July 27 – Westwood Lakes, Boston, Lincs 

More information: https://anglingtrust.net/our-competitions/coarse-competitions/fishomania/ 
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RiverFest 

RIVERFEST 2024 QUALIFIERS 

NEW VENUES AND MIDWEEK QUALIFIERS FOR RIVERFEST 2024 

The UK’s number one river fishing competition gets underway again for 
the 12

th
 year running starting in June. 

Matches start on Sunday June 16th on the Warwickshire Avon at Evesham and include two brand 
new venues for 2024 – Bristol Avon and Dorset Stour. The 27 match qualifying series will see 84 an-
glers make it through to the big-money final. 

The two-day final will take place on the River Trent at Stoke Bardolph and Burton Joyce on Saturday 
21

st
 and Sunday 22

nd
 of September with a prize pot of over £40,000, based on maximum ticket sales. 

Tickets will be available from Tuesday 19th March (in two rounds as before) and they remain at 
£35, the same price as they’ve been for the past three years. 

RiverFest creator Dave Harrell said, “Since I started this competition in 2013, I have always tried to 
develop and improve it every season,” said Dave. 

“This year we have two brand new venues on the list with the Bristol Avon and the Dorset Stour as 
well as all the regular favourites. It’s going to be a great competition again, I’m sure!” 

  

RIVERFEST 2024 – QUALIFIER DATES AND VENUES 

Sunday 16
th
 June – WARWICKSHIRE AVON, EVESHAM (60) 

Wednesday 19
th
 June – RIVER TRENT, NEWARK (80) 

Saturday 22
nd

 June – RIVER CALDER, Mirfield (60) 

Sunday 23
rd

 June – RIVER NENE, OUNDLE (60) 

Wednesday 26
th
 June – RIVER SEVERN, BEWDLEY (60) 

Saturday 29
th
 June – RIVER TRENT, CAYTHORPE (60) 

Sunday 30
th
 June – RIVER MEDWAY, BARMING (40) 

Wednesday 3
rd

 July – RIVER TRENT, CUTTLE BROOK, INGLEBY (60) 

Sunday 7
th
 July – WARWICKSHIRE AVON, STRATFORD (60) 

Saturday 13
th
 July – RIVER SEVERN, BRIDGNORTH (60) 

Sunday 14
th
 July – RIVER SOAR, SUTTON (60) 

Wednesday 17
th
 July – RIVER TRENT, COLLINGHAM (60) 
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Saturday 20
th
 July – RIVER TRENT, BURTON JOYCE (80) 

Sunday 21
st
 July – DORSET STOUR, STURMINSTER NEWTON (60) 

Wednesday 24
th
 July – RIVER TRENT, NEWARK (80) 

Saturday 27
th
 July – RIVER DON, SPROTBOROUGH (60) 

Sunday 28
th
 July – WARWICKSHIRE AVON, STRATFORD (60) 

Saturday 3
rd

 August – RIVER THAMES, CLANFIELD (60) 

Sunday 11
th
 August – RIVER TRENT, COLLINGHAM (60) 

Saturday 17
th
 August – RIVER TRENT, BURTON JOYCE (80) 

Sunday 18
th
 August – RIVER TRENT, TRENT LOCK (60) 

Wednesday 21
st
 August – TIDAL TRENT (80) 

Friday 23
rd
 August – TIDAL TRENT (60) 

Wednesday 28
th
 August – RIVER TRENT, BURTON ON TRENT (60) 

Wednesday 4th September – RIVER THAMES, CLANFIELD (60) 

Saturday 7
th
 September – BRISTOL AVON, SWINFORD CRANE (40) 

Sunday 8
th
 September – RIVER THAMES, ABINGDON AREA (60) 

  

PRACTICE OPEN MATCH 

The practice open match will take place on Saturday 14th September 2024 on the River Trent, Bur-
ton Joyce (up to 84 pegs) 

  

Round 1: Opens 10.00am Tuesday 19th March 2024 & closes at 23.59 on Sunday 31
st
 March 

2024. Maximum of 1 ticket per angler in this round 

Round 2 Opens 10.00am on Tuesday 2nd April 2024, no restriction on the number of tickets 

that can be purchased. 
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Division One National Championship 

Leeds Liverpool Canal, Wigan 

 

Saturday 17th August 2024 

The Division One National is a team event, consisting of teams of 10 anglers taking part with up to 
10 reserves. Teams for the Division One National Championship are already selected each year via 
invitation due to promotion status. 

To take part in the Division One National Championships clubs/organisations must have affiliated 
membership of the Angling Trust and all individuals within the teams named on the entry forms must 
be individual members of the Angling Trust. 

HQ: Robin Park Leisure Centre, Loire Drive, Newtown, Wigan WN5 0UL 

Closure of waters for practice: TBC 

Draw: 8am 

Fishing: 11:00am – 4:00pm 

Licences: All competitors must be in possession of a current Environment Agency Rod Licence. Any 

competitor reported by the Environment Agency to the resulting team on the day of the match will be 

disqualified. 

Keepnet: Minimum length of 2 metres 

Bait bans: No bloodworm & joker. Other local rules tbc at a later date. 

Refreshments: TBC 

Eligible fish: All fish caught are eligible for weighing with the exception of Game fish, Pike, Zander & 

Crustaceans. 

Procedures: All weighing in, and recording will be carried out by Section Stewards and Senior Stew-

ards. 

2023 Winners Barnsley Blacks  

https://anglingtrust.net/competitions/individual-national-championship-2023-saturday-9th-september-2023/ccd_sticker-1/
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• Drennan Barnsley Blacks 

• Browning Ossett 

• Daiwa Gordon League 

• Drennan Bordon 

• Sensas Lobbys Match Group 

• Daiwa Dorking 

• Preston Innovations DELCAC 

• Drennan North West 

• Starlets A.S 

• Future Fishing Match Squad 

• Daiwa Tackle & Bates 

• Drennan Oxford 

• Matrix LTB Baitech 

• Browning Hotrods 

• Preston Innovations Sonubaits North West 

• Scunthorpe Tackle 

• Cresta Peterborough & D.A.A 

• Browning Team Wickford 

• Browning West Midlands 

• Daiwa Doncaster & District A.A 

• Sensas Alans MG 

• Team Army UKLF 

• Preston Innovations Thatchers 

• Saints 

• Wigan Match 

• Cadence Superteam Bait-tech 

• Colmic Dynamite Trentmen 

• Mirfield Angling Club 

• Newton-le-Willows A.A 

• Colmic A4 Match Group 

• Matrix Dynamite Image 

• Sensas Lifestyle Match Group 

• Stroud A.C 

• Drennan Leicester VDE 

• Lincs Match Squad 

• Tri-Cast Calder Anglers 

• Sensas Mark One A.C 

• Colin Barlow A.C Sale 

• Maver Milton Keynes A.A 

• Sensas M5 Angling Squad 

• Sensas North West – promoted from Division 
2 

• Maver Midlands – promoted from Division 2 

• Tricast Rochdale – promoted from Division 2 

• Colmic North West – promoted from Division 
2 

• Liverpool AS & Liverpool District AA – pro-
moted from Division 2 

• Sensas Oakwood – promoted from Division 2 

• Garbolino Blackmore Vale – promoted from 
Division 2 

• Tubertini Ludlow – promoted from Division 2 

• Stoke City & District AA – promoted from Divi-
sion 2 

Four Counties A.C. – promoted from Division 2 

DIVISION ONE NATIONAL  ELIGIBLE TEAMS 2024 

More information go to 

https://anglingtrust.net/our-competitions/coarse-competitions/angling-trust-national-

championships/division-one-national-championship/ 
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Division Two National Championship 

Aire & Calder and New Junction Canal 

Saturday 7th September 2024 

The Division Two National is a team event, consisting of teams of 10 an-
glers taking part with up to  

10 reserves. 

 

To take part in the Division Two National Championships clubs/organisations must have affiliated 
membership of the Angling Trust and all individuals within the teams named on the entry forms must 
be individual members of the Angling Trust. 

HQ: TBC 
Closure of waters for practice: TBC 
Draw: 8:00am 
Fishing: 11:00am – 4:00pm 
Licences: All competitors must be in possession of a current Environment Agency Rod Licence. Any 
competitor reported by the Environment Agency to the resulting team on the day of the match will be 
disqualified. 
Keepnet: Minimum length of 2 metres 
Bait bans: No bloodworm & joker. No sticklebacks to be weighed in. 
Refreshments: TBC 
Eligible fish: All fish caught are eligible for weighing with the exception of Game fish, Pike, Zander, 
Crustaceans or sticklebacks. 
Procedures: All weighing in, and recording will be carried out by Section Stewards and Senior Stew-
ards. 

More Information : https://anglingtrust.net/our-competitions/coarse-competitions/division-two-national
-championship/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sensas North West 2023 2nd Division Winne3rs 

https://anglingtrust.net/competitions/individual-national-championship-2023-saturday-9th-september-2023/ccd_sticker-1/
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Team Commercial Stillwater National 

Drennan Lindholme Lakes 

Saturday 20th April 2024 

Sponsored by Drennan Lindholme Lakes in £2,500 prize money to 
winning team. 

The Team Commercial Stillwater National Championship is a team event, consisting of teams of 10 
anglers with up to 10 reserves. 

To compete in the Team Commercial Stillwater National Championship clubs/organisations must 
have affiliated membership of the Angling Trust and all individuals listed on the entry form must be 
individual members of the Angling Trust. 

Venue:  Drennan Lindholme Lakes Fishery, Don Farm, West Carr, Epworth, Doncaster, DN9 1LF. 

 

 
Draw: 8:00am 
Fishing: 11:00am – 4:00pm (Duration 5 hours) 
Closure of waters for practice: to be confirmed (anglers must check with Fishery directly as it de-
pends on the matches they are hosting). 
Licences: All competitors must be in possession of a current Environment Agency Rod Licence. Any 
competitor reported by the Environment Agency to the resulting team on the day of the match will be 
disqualified. 
Keepnet: Minimum length of 2 metres 
Refreshments: Available on site 

  

The maximum number of entries have now been received and entries are now closed. Please 

email kelly.latimer@anglingtrust.net to be placed on the waiting list. 

https://www.lindholmelakes.co.uk/
https://www.lindholmelakes.co.uk/
https://anglingtrust.net/competitions/individual-national-championship-2023-saturday-9th-september-2023/ccd_sticker-1/
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Individual National Championship 

Leeds Liverpool Canal 

Saturday 3rd August 2024 

The Individual National Championship is for all individual members of 
the Angling Trust over the age of 16 on the day of event. 

This is an individual event scored by overall weight, the winner will become the Individual National 
Champion. 

Headquarters and Results: 

HQ Address for draw: TBC 

Draw: 8:00am on the morning 

Fishing: 11:00am – 4:00pm (duration of 5 hours) 

Sections: TBC 

Closure of waters for practice: TBC 

Keepnets: A minimum of 2 keepnets must be taken by every angler. 

Licences: All competitors must be in possession of a current Environment Agency Rod Licence. Any 
competitor reported by the Environment Agency to the resulting team on the day of the match will be 
disqualified. 

Rules / Bait bans: TBC                                   Leeds Liverpool Canal  

 

 

Eligible fish: All fish 

caught are eligible for 

weighing with the ex-

ception of Game fish, 

Pike, Zander & Crusta-

ceans. 

 

 

 

 

More information: https://anglingtrust.net/our-competitions/coarse-competitions/individual-national-

championship/ 

https://anglingtrust.net/competitions/individual-national-championship-2023-saturday-9th-september-2023/ccd_sticker-1/
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Women’s National Championship 

Marston Fields – Saturday 6th July 2024 

The Ladies National Championship is open to individual members of the Angling Trust over the age 
of 16 on the day of the event. You can join here https://anglingtrust.net/our-competitions/coarse-
competitions/ladies-national-championship/ 

The competition has both an individual and a team category. The event will be scored by overall 
weight and the winner of the individual event will become the Ladies Individual National Champion 
2024. To compete in the team event participants must also be competing as an individual. 

HQ: Marston Fields Fishery 

Lakes reserved: Willow, Elm, Oak and Laurels 

Draw: 08:45am 

Fishing: 11:00am – 4:00pm (duration 5 hours). 

Closure of waters for practice: TBC – please check with the Fishery directly as this could be sub-
ject to change depending on their open matches. 

EA Rod Licence: Competitors must be in possession of a valid Environment Agency Rod Licence. 
Failure to possess a Rod Licence will result in disqualification from the event. 

Keepnet: Minimum length of 2 metres (also see fishery rules regarding the number of nets and 
weight in each net). 

Rules / Bait bans: Check Fishery & Angling Trust rules. Refreshments: Available onsite 

Cadet, Junior & Youth National Championships 

Partridge Lakes Saturday 29th June 2024 – Cadet & Junior categories       
Sunday 30th June 2024 – Youth category 

The Championship is open to any club/association affiliated to the Angling Trust and all registered 
anglers must be individual members of the Angling Trust. This National Championship consists of 
teams of 6 anglers in three different categories: Cadet, Junior and Youth. 

Cadets: Open to anglers minimum age of 10 to 12 on the day of the championship. 

Juniors: Open to anglers minimum age of 13 to 15 on the day of the championship. 

Youth: Open to anglers minimum age of 16 to 20 years on the day of the championship. 

Fishing Times: TBC Draws: TBC 

Closure of waters for practice: tbc. Please check with the Fishery for their open matches as this 
could be subject to change. More information: https://anglingtrust.net/our-competitions/coarse-
competitions/juniors-youth-national/ 

https://anglingtrust.net/competitions/individual-national-championship-2023-saturday-9th-september-2023/ccd_sticker-1/
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Anglers with Disabilities National Championship 

Marston Fields Fishery – Saturday 6th July 2024 

The National Championship for Anglers with Disabilities is open to all 
individual members of the Angling Trust 16 and over on the day of the 
Championship.  

The competition is fished individually and the event will be scored by 
overall weight and the winner of the event will become the Anglers of 
Disabilities National Champion 2024.  

Headquarters: Marston Fields Fishery 

Lakes reserved:  Sycamore Draw: 8:30am 

Fishing: 11:00am – 4:00pm (duration 5 hours) 

Closure of waters for practice: TBC -please check with the Fishery directly as this could be subject 
to change depending on their open matches. 

EA Rod Licence: Competitors must be in possession of a valid Environment Agency Rod Licence. 
Failure to possess a rod licence will result in disqualification from the event. 

Keepnet: Minimum length of 2 metres (also see fishery rules regarding the number of nets and 
weight in each net). Rules / Bait bans: Check Fishery & Angling Trust rules. Refresh-
ments: Available  
 

Veterans & Masters National Championship 

Tunnel Barn Farm Wednesday 31st July 2024 

The Veterans & Masters National Championship is open to anglers who have individual membership 
of the Angling Trust. To compete in the Veterans category anglers must be 66 years old or above on 
the day of the Championship and those wishing to enter the Masters category must be aged 55-65 
years on the day of the Championship. 

Headquarters: TBC Lakes reserved are: Veterans – TBC 

Draw: 08:00am Fishing: 11:00am – 4:00pm (duration of 5 hours) 

Closure of waters for practice: TBC. Important notice: Anglers must check with Fishery directly as 
depends on the matches they are hosting. 

Rod Licence: Competitors must be in possession of a valid Environment Agency Rod Licence. Fail-
ure to possess a rod licence will result in disqualification from the event. 

Rules / Bait bans: Fishery & Angling Trust rules apply. 

Refreshments: TBC site 

More information https://anglingtrust.net/our-competitions/coarse-competitions/veterans-masters-national-championship/ 
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Angling Trust Feeder National Championship 

Aire & Calder and New Junction Canal 

Saturday 24th August 2024 

The Feeder National is the official qualifier for the FIPSed World Club Feeder Championships in 
2025*. It is a team event of five anglers with up to five reserves. Each angler is required to be an indi-
vidual member of the Angling Trust over the age of 16 on the day of the event, unless a Junior An-
gler Exemption certificate has been applied for and awarded. Teams are required to have club/
association membership of the Angling Trust. 

Headquarters: TBC 

Sections: TBC 

Closure of waters for practice: TBC 

Draw: 8:00am Fishing: 11:00am – 4:00pm (duration 5 hours) 

Bait bans: No bloodworm & joker. 

Eligible fish:  All fish caught are eligible for weighing with the exception of Game fish, Pike, Zander 
& Crustaceans. 

EA Rod Licence: Competitors must be in possession of a valid Environment Agency Rod Licence. 
Failure to possess a rod licence will result in disqualification from the event. 

Keepnet: Minimum length of 2 metres 

Rules: The Feeder National is fished to FIPSed Feeder International rules  

The club will have to fund their own participation as there is no funding or financial support available at this time.  

More information https://anglingtrust.net/our-competitions/coarse-competitions/feeder-national/ 

https://anglingtrust.net/competitions/individual-national-championship-2023-saturday-9th-september-2023/ccd_sticker-1/
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WANTED 
 

Sponsored Anglers to use and try my Goldmedal Groundbaits 

 

 

  Calling all Anglers!   

Are you ready to take your fishing game to the next level? Look no further! Introducing 
Goldmedal Groundbaits - the ultimate secret weapon every angler needs in their tackle 
box. 

Specially crafted to lure in the big catches, Goldmedal Groundbaits are designed to attract 
fish with irresistible flavors and scents. Whether you're targeting carp, bream, tench, or 
any other freshwater species, our groundbaits are guaranteed to entice even the most   
cautious of fish. 

But don't just take our word for it - we want you to experience the Goldmedal difference 
firsthand. That's why we're offering sponsorship opportunities to passionate anglers like 
you! 

As a part-sponsored angler, you'll receive exclusive access to our premium range of 
groundbaits, along with exciting perks and benefits. Not only will you elevate your fishing 
experience, but you'll also join a community of like-minded anglers who share your       
passion for the sport. 

Ready to reel in the rewards with Goldmedal Groundbaits? Apply now to become a part of 
our angler sponsorship program and discover the secret to angling success! 

Don't let the big one get away - choose Goldmedal Groundbaits and fish like a champion!  

For inquiries and sponsorship applications, visit goldmedalgroundbaits.co.uk or contact us 

at clive@angling-news.co.uik  
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Some of our Range of Groundbaits 

Visit;  https://goldmedalgroundbaits.co.uk 


